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Touvo Soneraign Princeſſes3 

 Theodora ard Irenc, becom joint 
Petitioners to your Majeſty , and 

| implore your protedtion againſs 

| #hoſe injuries don to their memory 


and metit by otr modern IcongQ= 
es A i) 


clafts. The maligning VVorm En= | 
uy » takes toitſeif the ſame priut- | 
 " dege 10 gnavv the fame of thoſe af= | 
' ter their deceaſe, vvhom eminent | 
Virtue had made the objett of | 
that ſquintey'd wice , as common | 
VV OVMS do to feed on their Care 
kaſſes. But as the due reuerence 
zo. the ſacred Perſons of Princes 
bas introduc't that decent cuſtom 
of embaulming their Bodies , pre- 
ſerutug them thus as much as may 

| befrom corruption ſo, much more 
ought the Names of thoſe vuhoſe 
Virtue has honoured the Royal di. 
gnity, bee embaulmed alſo ; that ſo, 
they may by the fragrant odours 
breathing from their precious me- 
mores , ſi1fle and drine avuay that 
venemous Inſet. To perform this 


office, MADAM, the. proper 


a 
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-—Fecton and Patro nare. 


duty of thoſe of your Rank , and 
Virtue. Nor u the task ſuch as 
wvwuill ſtrain either your pouver or 


| | 5 goodneſs to their utmoſt credit ; the 


only tmputation vvhich aſſaults 
thoſe Princeſſes repute being their 
prey in reſtoring the religious uſe 
And veneration of holy [mages to 
the Eaſtern Empire : a vvork ſo 
glorious and Heroik (as preſeruing 
aliuein the hearts of the generality 
of C hriſtians a more expreſs concett 


and frequent memory of 0 Ti mat- 


ters of Faith, and beſt AAsotines to 


denotion ) thatit gines thoſe Prin- 
ceſſes a particular Title and a moſt 


muſt claim to your Mtajeſtres pro- 


o 


: Thr u not the firſt tyme, M A: 
DAM, great ſoueratgns haue ſub- 
mitted themſelues to the Royal fa- 


-” & | 
wly of Portugal , wohoſe ſingular 
prerogatine it 1s , to haue more tri- 
 butary Kings, than any other hath 
Alp3fus {yes , or Relations To this un- 


Henricus 


Dux Luſi- Har allel/d glory 7 -M A D A M 5 your 


' Tania ce- : : 3 

_ Anceſtors haue. bin miraculouſly | 

Chriſti rayſed for their deuotion to {0 Chri= | 
my | | 

ſpecie. e- ff; a7 a VUOrSMP. Ton all inherited 


Citu Rex a8 
falurarus, Portugal Don Altonfe Henriques, 


cu Iſmae- 


eatiſy, FO VUhom our Samnior Sheuved 


Sa 7 BY . R . . s 
7 ring himſelf in his crucified Image in 
Acle CoOn- z .  . ng 
gizic, di Fe Ouriquian fields the night be- 
Vinaque f 


ope hoſt fore he triumphed ouer fine po- 
- pi overfull HMahometan Kings. To 
is. this glorrous Adonark did Chriſt 
Chrn.s. then declare , he did chooſe Portu- 
mp 7 oal for hs ovun K ingdom , and 
promiſed him that his progeny and 
people should plant and propagat 


the Goſpel in the moſt remote and 


ab exer- this piety from the frft King of 


p—— 


#nknovunNations of theVnivers: 
This profecy needs: no other proof 
or Comment than the portugueſe 
Colonies and Conqueſts in Aſia, 
Afrik , and America. But wwuee 
need not £0 IG far, The uery Origt- 
nal account both of the Viſion and 
prediction under Don Alfonſo 
Henriques his ovon hand ,is yet 
extant amongst the moſt authentik 
Records of Portugal; and leaſt that 
Should be outuvorn by tyme, he 
hath left an euerlaſting monument 
of its truth ,. and of his ovun 
thanks to God for {o great a fa ors 
the Royal Monaſtery of Alcobaca 
of St Bernards Order, vvhich he. 
built and. founded vuith . the 

ſpoyles of his urdory 17 memory 
| of the miraculoys uifion and pre. 
d1don, ES. 


Noſla 


Senhora 


MADAM. zt wwere tedious to 
name the other Kings your Ance- 
ftors vvbo haue bin remarkable for 
their denotion to holy Images, and 
by that meanes obtaind revwuards 
as ſignal as vuas that their god- 
line 8. Tet I can not omit the for= 
zunat King Manoel, from vohom 
the Rojal line of Braganca de- 
riues its cleer right to the Croun; 
a Prince ſ0 vealouſh addicted to 
that Chriſtian PYagtiſe , that he 
conſecrated to God Fe. Sf gold 
&ohich he receiitdz fag ” 
butary Ki Ings 4 and: ST els of I Inys; 
dia,by crowning Loa the f#- 
tues of our 's, are 81d his ble fed 
QLAother: lp hk Tj Fd in top 6-4 
that high Þ wrt: "ry, Vohere 
famous: Tan Se poworeth its UVA- 


Ja Penha. FEF'S , and  peyeth its Tribute of - 
| 1 den ſands 


—————— 


| den ſands to the Ocean. Out of 
1 that almoſt inacceſable and inu- 
| ſible rock King Manoels piety 
and power conſpired to ent out 4 
Monaſtery of St Hieroms Order, 
1 a Minds of his magnificence , as 
1 wvellas ammirrour of the ſe Monks 
| ſandity , wohoſe contemplation 
| raiſeth their ſouls aboue all vworl- 
| dly concerns , as that Mountain 
doth their bodyes abone the clouds. 
| It wwould be an unpardonable 
forgerfulneſs » MADA M , 70 paſs 
| ower in ſilence the name of your 
£ glorious Father King lohn the £. 
1 of moſt happy memory ( to vuhom 
' | I had the honor to be knovven) 
* | ſeing Chriſt himſelf did as good as 
name him to King Altonſo Hen- 
riques , aſſuring him that though 
the Royal line and K A v of 
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IQ 
Portugal should be extenuated| 
and brought lowwy in the 16. gene-| 
ration or deſcent ( vuhich vvas 
King Sebaſtian ) yet he vyouldy 
aftervvards reſtore it to its ancient | 
greatneſs and ſplendor. This laſt 
part of the profecy vve haue ſen | 
fulfild in that moſt happy King | 
your Father, and in ſo miraculous | 
amanner, that the ſucceſs doth ſuf-| 
 fectently proue the predition vuas 
ſupernatural , it being naturaly im | 
poſſible that a vaſt Empire intire- | 
by and quietly poſſeſſed for three | 
ſcore years, should in an mſtant be | 
transferd ro an' other line , and| 
ovun an other gouernment vwuith | 
the loſs only of one mans hife ( Se- 
cretary Vaſconcellos ) as if the 
Angel Guardian of Portugal had 
vwbiſperd ſom renelation into mes | 
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f minds, that ſuch vvas Gods wuill, 


26-i | | 
ray 00 8 canes , FO 
P 10 Caſtilians rnto an avufull reue- 


| rence and ſubmiſſion to that heauen 


; deſignd change. That all Citadells 


oppoſot party Should tamely yeeld 
| at the uery ſound of your Fathers 
| Royal name vuithout needing his 


| ftory , as is able to make poſterity 
! look upon it asProteſtants do upon 


| headofGorgon , or the Caduceus 
1 of Mercury vwvas nener counter. 
| feited to haue UUrought fo untuer- 
ſal a charms and the late je of the 
tuvo Kings of Branford diſpoſſeſ# 


ina trice , and others as quickly 

nueſted , by only ſeizing tvuo 

chairs in vVvhich the former ings 
By , 
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| Catholik Miracles. The fabulous 


| and fortified Caftells-held by that 


| Arms, is ſo unparallelld a piece of 


In the 
Duxe of 
Buquin g- 
hams 
Play, or 
Reberial, 


% 


2 | 
. bad ſate, looſes much of its edge in | 


the wverity of this almoſt parallel | 


 ſuddennes in a change of far grea- | 


ter importance. 


\ This great and prudent King | 


attributed his miraculous reſtaura- | 


tion and preſeruation ( vuhich, | 


were it N0vV ſeaſonable to relate. | 
the Treaſons againſt him, vas but 
litle leſs ſtrange ) to his ou4n and. | 
his Predeceſſors rewerence to ſacred | 
Images, wwuhich they lookt upon 
as auery effectual means to ſtirrup 
therr Faith and deuotion ; partt- 
cularly that of the Motherof God 
at Villauigoſa, vuhom hee choſe 


for Patroneſs of Portugal , and_ 


Protecireſs of his Empire. By this 


 deuotion your Anceſtors. and their 


ſubieds haue propagated Chriſtia- 


nity more amply than all other 


TD 

| Xings and Nations of Europe ,as 
l enery one may read 1m moſt lth 
- | frionus purple caradters Vuont im 

| zhe bloud of Portugueſe Martyrs 
7 | and Captains inall parts of the 
" | vwuorld; All underyourvidorious 
» | ſtandard of Chrifts Croſs , and un- 
* | deryour Royal Armes,repreſenting 
* | the price of our Redemption. 
| This deuation hereditary to your 
' | Family, your Majeſty doth conti- 
- | rue m aclimat not ſo fauo rable to 
it: Al Catholiks are bound to af- 
ſert your and your Anceſtors piety 
therin , it being a-prattiſe grounded 
upon the principles of our” Reli-. 
gion , and a manifeſt proof of its 
truth,uvhich the Portugueſes haut 
 proned moſt cleerly. by miraculous 
and innumerable conuerſions of 


Pagan Kings and Kingdoms to. 


= 
Chriſtianity. MADAM, Flattery 
is both folly and ſacrilege vyhen 
therby men endeuor to obtain the 
patronage of ſuch vviſe and ſa- 
cred perſons as your Majeſty: But 
#ts neither folly, flattery , or ſacri- 
lege, to compare the Kingdom of 
Portugal(asChrift did his )to a gra- 
= rg a , Vuhich, though 
Kerb. 3: the leaf of all ſeeds , produceth her- 
bes orplants, fo outſtripping their 
grovuth, that it becoms a Tree of 
ml! that height, shade, and ſtrength | 
ll . deſcribed by our Samorin the Gho- | 
li ſpel, and by King Nabuchodono- 
ſor in his wvifon to the Prophet 
Do. + Daniel; vyhoſe interpretation may 
\__ewwvith all truth be literaly applyed 
ro the Kings and Kingdom of 
Portugal: - For, itbeing one 0 f the 
leaft of all Chriſtendom , the virtue 
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2. Si _© 
and ualoy of its Princes and peos 


ple, raiſed it to the higheſt pitch of 
| glory, ſpreading its dominionfarbe- 
| yond the limits of the Roman Em- 


pre , bleſſing vvith the beauty and 


| fruit of its royal branches all the 


Kings and Kingdoms of Europe; 
and (vvhichis more ) shading and 
sheltring under the fair leaues of 

the purity of its Faith and dinine 


wwvorship , the four parts of the 


earth ; nay penetrating by its cha 


rity euen into the uery Antipodas, 


the Iſlands of Japan, and the great 
Continent of China, Corea , and 
Cochin-china. This fair Tree, 
MADAM, wwas cut as lenel to 
the ground as that of- Nabuchodo- 
noſor, but could not be rooted ont, 
the Rock fill remaining. in your 


Royal Houſe of Braganga;zvwhich 
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nouu ve ſee revine and flourish | 
after ſuch preſſures as wvere able | 
#0 extinguish any other not ſup- | 
po rted by particular prowidence , 
and thoſe promiſed bleſiings to Don | 
Alfonſo Henriques for his deuo- | 
tion to ſacred Images. 

MADAM, ſeing Englandhath | 
had the happineſs to be honoured 
wwvith the bet of theſe reuiued and. | 
royal branches of Portugal, it may | 
confidently expect the ſo much | 
longd-for fruit therof , Ubhich hi- | 
eherto for our great ſins , hath bin 
diferr ; but ſcns , houvbainous ſo | 
ener, can not quite depriue us of a 
Mercy ſo eminently merited by 

our Virtue, and ſo generaly di- 
frributed by God wwuberſoeuer any 
of your royal family hath reignd. 
That this bleſsing may be accele- 


ratcdy 


3 | ana x. a 
' I rated, 1s the conſtant prayer of him 
le F 


vvho begs your Majeſties patro- 

| rage for this Hiſtory, and 'for him- 
1 ſelf your grations pardon for pre- 
1 [uming to prefix ”_ name in the 
fronteſpice of ſo homely 4 wwork. 


YOVR MAIESTIES} 


Moſt obedient and moſt 
humble ſubiec, 


THOMAS ANDERTON, 
& 


RO oP rage 


THE PREFACE. 


FEED F all Writers the Hiſtorians are 
BY N. moſt unfortanat., if-they ſpeak 
ASFA truth , they are hated ; if they 
 EZz2x258 conccal. it, they are deſpiſed; ;if 
they 4 exa®, -and deſcend to particulars, 
they are tedious;if ſuccinQ,they are imper- 
fet : if they prayſe virtue (though butina 
parentheſ;s) they flatter , and if they repre- 
hend vice, they offend. If they make any 
digrefliony or diſcourſes ( thought neuer 
ſo natural or neceſſary ) they = imper- 
cinent. If they recount ſurpriſing and ex- 
craordinary euents , they are fabulous: if 
they donot, they are not read, and thisis 
the greateſt misfortune of all, except not 
being belicued. The a pprehenſion of thele 
cenſures made fom good wits employ 
their pensand time in writing of Romances, 
or mock-hiſtories; wherwith they pleaſe 
the fancying part of mankind, though not 
<he judicious, Many are ſo taken with this 
| kind of books, and ſo concernd for the 
| £ood' or bad fortune of the. chimericall 
Knights and Ladyes therin mentioned , as 


£o giue viſible marks of ioy , and to teſtify 


commendation euen ofa true Hiſtory, atd 


” D dd 
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ERR 7. Sr 
with tears their forow , agordirty to this 
ſucceſs an idle witty brain hath framed 
of thoſe fiftitious aduentures,' Hence it 
comes. to paſs thatithis way of writing is 

in ſuch vogue-and credit ,thart the greateſt 
the ſareſt way to haue it read; is, to-princ 
and -paſs'it ynder thenotion of a Romance, 
or at teaſt to give Romantik names to the 
dead or liuing perſons whole deſcription 


1s intended. ._ 


Thijs Hiſtory needs no ſuch diſguiſe, 
euery perſon shall haue his own name , and 
owne his own actions, and the Reader 
(if he be reaſonable) will be more ſatis- 
fied with ſuch trite Qr/gi4als , than with 


_ fiſtitious copies or charaQters 3. eſpecialy 


no Romance being more diuertifing than 


_ this moſt amthentik Relation, whether we 
_ conſider the extrauagaricy of cuents , Ot 


the intrigues of Courts , or 'the varieties 
of Fortune. It hath ſo many ſurpriſing oc- 
currences and ſo like thoſe of this laſt age, 


that my feare is , it will be miſtaken ei- 


ther for a feigned Romarce or for areal ac- - 

count vnder Romantik names , of what 

we hane ſeen in our dayes. But this laſt 

will not be ſuſpe&ted by any who conlt-.. 

ders how time , being a reyolution of 
Oy - W000" ”M Ci 


40 ._ Preface: Go | 
things , it hath confequemly_.this particut- 
larity annext to'its nature , that it reſtores} 
and repairs its: own ruins ; and the ſubſe- } 
quent age doth fo refemble the former, | 
thatir ſeems to be bnt a repetition or re. | 
production of the ſame; wherby it comes | 
£0 paſs, that the ſame iperfons ſcem to be | 
reuined euery hundred. years ( nor by a} 
7rau{migratios of (ouls but by a.corruption | 


C 


of manners , and-a 'tranſmutation of bo. } 
dyes) and meet with themſelues ypon the |} 
ſage of this world ynder other: names, | 
acting or oueracting what had bin don |} 
before. I muſt confefl I think great pare | 
of this Hiſtory may, and will be applicd } 
to that of the English Proteſtant Reformas | 
7i0% , notonly in the general of the change | 
of Religion by publik EdiQts and As of | 
Parlament , during the Reign of King 
Henry $8. Edward 6. Queen Mary ; and | 
Queen Elizabeth, bur alſo in the/particular 
of the perſons which contriued-the chan- 
ge, and contributed moſt therunto. King | 
' Henry g. will be ſayd to reſemble Leo 
Iſauricus. Cromuell Erle of Eſſex may be 
compared to Conſtantin of Nacolia Leo's 
chief Aduiſer in the Iconoclaſts Refor- 
mation. Cra»mer Archbishop of Canter- | 


bury is a perfect character of Jnaſtaſins the - 


| 


The Preface. 2r 


| reformed Patriark of Conſtantinople , as 
s | Cardinal Fisher is of St German the Ca- 
Z tholik Patriark and Martyr. Sir Thomas 


4037, Doctor Travers: and the other lear- 


7 ned men who: ſuffered for oppoling King 


Henry & ſupremacy, :are' not unlike the 
AEcumernical Maſter and his tyclue Pro. 


7 feflors. Queen 1ary repreſents 7reme. Car- 
Z dinal Poob the Patriarx Taraſus. Old Secre- 
z eary Cecil, Stauracins. Dudley Duxe of Nor- 


thumberland the Caprain of the Gards be. 
cauſe he oppoſed Queen Maries right and 


| Religion. The Reign of Queen EliZabeth, 


That of Coproutmus. The Conuocation of 


7 the Proteſtant Bishops 1562, the Councel 
z of the Iconoclaſts. The Erle of Lerceſter, 
| Theodote. Bishop. Tel . lohn Tjilas. D* Har- 
J ding, Theodore Studita. If any will be ſoim- 


pertinent and malicious as to ftretch the 
perſons and paſſages of this ancient Hiſto- 


{ ry yet further ; and to-draw them to thoſe 


of our dayes, they will not find any ground 
therin to build tach foolish faficies upon, 
the matter of fact, andthe ſucceſs ( of both 
times ) being ſo different. 

How to cleer this hiſtory from the aſ- 
perſion of its being a Romance, or incredi- 


- | ble, is more difficult. AIII can ſay is , thac 


> | not the extrauagancy of ſtrange or mira« 


C ij 


3 The Preface. . | 
xous cuents mares" them incredible rg- 
vs, but our _ concern-'and cuſtom of nor- } 
belicuing* any which Shock our intereſt; - | 
or shaxe-the 'principles' of our education. | 
We. belicue withour' difficulty or ſcruple | 
that in the 13,'yeare of Queen Ejizabeths | 
rejgn , neer k little Town of Herefordshire- | 
called Kinnaſton, owthe 2: of Februnyy' at ſix | 
of the clock in the eutning, the earth began to | 
_ open, and a Hill woith a. Rock wnder-it ; lifted 

ztſelf vp a great height, and began to trauell, | 
bearing along wvith it the Trees that grruv | 
Upon it; the Sheepfolds and flocks of Sheep abt | 
ding there at the ſame time. The whole field | 
vuas about tuventy acres. Paſiinge all*along | 
it ouerthreuv a Chappell ſtanding in the vuay, | 
thruſt before it high vuayes , sheepfolds, hedges 
and Trees,1ade tilled ground paſture, and again 
turnd paſture into Tillage. Hauing wualkt in 
this ſort from ſaturday till munaay n00n , tf 
then ſtood ſtill. Is there any ſtory in Colgan, 
Creſiy , or other Monks legends more incre- 
dible than this ? And yet we all bclieue ic 
vpon the teſtimony of the honeſt folxs 
of Kinnaſton and” Herefordshire 3 and doubt 
riot bur that they reftified the ſame” becau- 
ſe Stowy, Baker, or ſom other Writer of 
out Annals and'Cronicles tell 'yvs ſo. Me- * 
thinks we may as prudently and as caſt- ? 
ly beligue the burried leg of Saragoca * 


23 | 
oy 
v, 


- 


Ld 


alxt, and that our Ladyes houſe of Na-: 


' The Preface. 25 
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areth was remoued to Loreto , as that a 


-. | burried Rock and Hill crauclld, and playd 
# the hasbaadman, turning tilled ground in- 
# eo paſture, and paſture into Tillage. Is it 
Z not more credible that God would work 
'& amiracleto haue the houſe wherin his mo- 
4 ther was born , and himſelf. made man, 
Z be frequented and honored among Chri. 


ftians;, and Trees bow to it, than thar na». 
tural cauſes. could, or God would ( for 
noend tending to the inſftruftion or good 


| of mankind that wee xnow of ) make a 


buried Rock and Hill riſe and march with 
20. acres of ground ſo orderly and ſftedi- 
ly, as that not one Tree was beat or faln 
by ſo violent a motion. Why chen do 
we all belicue the ſtory of Krmraſton, and 
nat thoſe of Lorero, or Zaragoca? Becauſe 
they haue ſcuruy ſequels (in fauor of Pope- 
ry ) annext to them, wheras the remoual 
of the Mountain of Kzzaſtor: is not atren- 
ded by any conſequences preiudicial to 
the intereſt of a powerfull parry. Wher. 
fore tis but 'ficting. and ſutable to the 
worlds humor thisshould be credited, and 
thoſe don in popish times. and Countreys 
be reieted and laughr at, as incroaching 
xpon the religious reſpect = zcalouſly 
To "7 a 
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24 The Preface. 

born toÞards the great D7ars of the 

Epheſians. 
 # &r. | For my ſelf, I muſt confeſs I am buta þ 
main Pa- Compiler of this Hiſtory. And as for thoſe | 
rick of ho arethe Authors, I can affure my Rea- | 


_ Conftan- 


rinople. ders, they were the moſt holy and learned 
St Joh» men of the Eaſtern Church , and-neuer | 


 Damalſec. 


s Theo- thought of preiudicing that of England by | 
dore Stu- what they writ ſo long ſince againft the | 
_— Tconoclaſts. But.if our. prelatik Clergy will | 
phanes eſpouſe that quarrell , Lhope they will be | 


_ ſo charitable as not to aſperſe their friends 


phore Pa.. the Iconoclaſts , with want of care and zeal 


eriars of of inquiring into their Aducrſaties rela- 
Conſtan- 


rinſe. tions of Miracles , they haning shewed ſa 
lohnPa- much in that age, for confuting the Ro- 


pam Rog man Catholik doQrin, It muſt be a pre- 


3:0. Bis. ſumption in any of our age, to pretend 


"yp ® now falſood or forgery in miracles, 
Ceunce's Which could nor be denyed 800. years 
of Nice ago , by zealous and learned men, and as 
St Metho- 8 "AWE 

dinspz. Much concerned to deny and diſcredit 
rriarx of thoſe ſtories as any now liuing. 1 am ſure 
Corſeen- it was more eaſy] then” to find out the 
frauds ( if any there were) than now it 
is. For my part , I only relate the matter 
of fat without medling with any con- 
trouerſy of Faith, otherwiſe than briefly. - 


mentioning what was fayd on both ſides, ® 


The Profucs: '  - 
and ſo leauing my Reader to iudge which 
had moſt reaſon, I only aſſure him he will 
not haue any to repent his peruſal of this 
admirable and' pleaſantly. intertaining Hi-_ 
ſtory. I confeſs that in ſom occaſions T 
take the liberty of amplifying a litle the 


reaſons and diſcourſes of the Catholiks 


againſt the 7conoclaſts ; but beſides that in 
ſo doing 1 tranſgreſs nor the layes or 


! truth of Hiſtory, wherwith as it is conſi- 


ſtent that the Author makes ſpeeches or 
harangues ſatable to the circumſtances of 
the perſons and fat, ſo is it not impro- 
per , that in dodrinal matters, conſequen- 
ces which depend of Orthodox princi- 
ples , be in the name of thoſe who lufferd 
for them , deduced and applyed againtt 
their Aduerſaries, En 
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OF TRE Þ 

ICONOCLASTS: 

LEO ISAVRICVS. 
The Original and firſt Progreſs of the Teono3 


claſts eff, The aduancement of Leo 1 aurt- 
custo the Empire. The life and death of 1e7id 


the ſecond. The Ecumenical Maſters diſcour- 
ſe, and the manner of their maſſacre. Pope 
Gregory 5 Kindneſs to Leo, and his ingrati- 
tude. His irretradtable obſtinacy forcing the 
Pope to implore the protection of the French. 
His treacherous calumny to ruin St Tohn Da- 
maſcen, The ſaints innocency deer d by Mt- 
yacle. The Emperors bloudy and unſatiable 
cruelty, and the Martyrdom of diuers. Irene, 
his daughter in lawu, conuerted to the C atho- 
lik perſuaſion. Leo's misfortunes and aeath. dds : 


. Mongſt the Tewish ſeQarics none / 2594 
Y were more preciſe thanthe Samarits: cay.cr. 


| 28 __ The Fiſtory 
— they would notconuerſe with thoſe who 
frequented the Temple of 7ern[alem; they Þ 
agreed not with them in their ſacrifices, ' 
Ceremonies , interpretation or Canon. of | 


ſcripture ; for they admitted no bookes | 
- therof but Moyles his writings. In what- | 
 ſoener place or poſture the beginning of | 
the Sabath day found them, there, and ſo, | 
chey continued untill night, They were | 
much incenſed againſt all xind of Images, | 
and troubled at the Cherubins ſtatues which | 
ſtood neer the Ark in the Temple ; but * 
much more at the reſpect which Chriſtians 
. rendered to the Images of Chriſt and his 
Saints, becauſe they would not allow 
them to be 7mages, but 7dols, pretending 
Chriſt was not God, nor that hisſeruants 
wete Saints. About the year of our lord 
686. two of theſe Samaritan ſefaries, 
Pretending to be diuinely inſpired, aſſured 
Tezid King of the Saracens, that-he should 
reign moſt proſperouſly the ſpace of forty 
years , if in all his Dominions he would 
chrw, Abolisch the Chriſtan worship. of holy 
Orient. . Images. He hating worship of Images 
7-04. 00 leſs than thoſe Iewes, condeſcended 
dren, EL tO their requeſt, with hopes of ſeing their 
Mair: profecy uerified.But before hisEdict could 


hiſt.Sarac 


11.69. be publiched , he dyed ; his ſon and ſuc- 
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| of the Teondafts; 


ceffor -Moauy reſolging ro punich the two 


! Impoſtors, theyeſcaped his fury , sheltring 
| chemſecluesih 7/2ury , 2 Pronince of the 
7 leſser Aſia. 


As they travelld in this Countrey by by- 


] wayes, and about midday reſted and re- 
freshrt themſclues at a fountain, a hanſont 
7 proper yong fellow , drining an Aſs loa- 
1 der» with ſome fmale ware before him, 
7 arrjued at the ſame place, with the ſame 
3 intention. The Iewes obſerning a manfull 
! refolution and maicſty in hiscountenance, 
1 askt him ſom particulars concerning his 
5 Parents,condition,and Countrey. He told 
7 them his Parents and himſelf 'were poor 
7 Chriſtians, lined hard by, his own name. 
{ was Comms, went to the market to ſell his 


ware ,and hoped in timeto be a rich mer- 
chant. The two Iewes, who made profecy 


* their trade R thought they could 'notlooſe 


much by uenturing one prediction upona 


1 promiſing phyſognomy , in tymes when 
* Grooms and Swinheards had bin raiſed 
| to the Imperial throne : therfore conſul. 


ting with one an other, and ( as they pre- 


| tended) with the Lord, he who lookt-moſt. 
# mortified, counterfeiting the geſturesand 
7 lookes of one of the ancient Prophets, 
7 fayd in a graue tong , O Corn, change thy 


30' the Hiſtary 
name ; and employmene; for, if thou wiſe 
promile to grant us one requeſt; (after that 
our profecy shall be fulfilld ) rhou $halt 
be Emperor. Conor , though at firſt ſurpri- 
fed to heare 10 unlikely a thing , yet as 
apt as other men to flatter himſelf with 
any Kind of hopes, and remembring that 
not uery long efore Juſtin 1. who had. 
bin as poor ,andas meanly born as him- 
ſelf, by his valor and good fortune came 
ro be Emperor, told theTewes ( and con- 
firmd it by an Oath inn St Theodores 
Church as they deſired ) that he would 
do whatſocuer they bid him, if cuer he 
| arraind to that power and dignity. And ſo 
changing his name from Coon into Leo, 
he followed the war , wherin he behaued 
himſelf ſo brauely, that he came ro 'be a 
General, and afterwards Emperor , 
crownd in Conſtantinople an. 717. by Sr 
Germain the Patriark', who aſſured Gre- 
gory 2. Bichop of Rome, that Leo was ar 
Orthodox Catholik and a zealons Aﬀer. 
tor of the firſt ſix general Councells', all 
which Leo himſelf confirmed by ſending 
to the Pope a confeſſion of the Roman' 
Faich. 

In all this he diſſembled : for, as ſoon 
es he was proclaimed Emperor, the two' 


of the Teonoclaſts. - 3e 
Iewes who. had forrold him his fortune, | 
claimd the fauor he had promiſed them - 
- thirty years before , and declar'd to him 
.3it was no other, than abolishing the Chri- 
ſtians worship of Images , which they 
called 7dolatry , and broughthim to be of 
that opinion. He renewed his promiſe to 
the two Samaritan SeQtaries , and gaue 
them great aflurances of performing the 
fame, as ſoon as he was ſetled, and arm'd 
againſt the revolutions he doubted not 
would attend ſo ſtrange an alteration of 
the publik worship of the whole Church, 
To encourage him the more to it, they 
added to their firſt profecy , that he should 
proſperously reign untill the hundred 
yeare of his age. The firſt part of his reign 
was uery ſucceſsfull ; he defended Con- 
ſtantinople againſt the Saracens, and de. 
feated their Nauy of eighteen hundred 
Veſlſells , as well as their land Army, 1a- 
_ſalmas their General attempted the ſecond 
time to take the Town , and ſeing ouer 
the principal gate therofthar ſtatue of the 
Mother of God which Conſtantin the firſt 
Chriſtian Emperor had placed there asa_ 
- monument of his deuotion to the Bleſſed 
Virgin ( to whom atſo he recomended 
the proreFtion of that his new Rome) thg-- 


_— 
A 


_ AO A ener rr <= rn?” cemetery 


7 Deroe  £en 
2 


- "POTIII = ALS = AS EBAY ER I Ave AT ENS - es OEIIIES 
| 


_ The Hiſtory. 
Sirdcen, offended at that ſight, blaſphemed 


againſt the Virgin and her worship ; bur 


ſudenly all hisNauy ( except ten Veſſells) 


perisht by ſuch a torm, that rhe people _f 


belicued it ro be rather a ſypernatural 
effet of Gods anyer , thanany which pro- 
ceeded from the ayer or other natural | 
cauſes. And therfore the Church of Con- 
ſtantinople inſtituted a ſolemn tanx(gi- 


' LBinin cuery yearc for ſo miraculous a de- 


EI Macir'. 


l. I. Ce 16, 


liverance. | 
I do'not admire chat this ſeaſonable 
faccels, crycd up for a miracle by deuour 
cople , delivered from imminent danger, 
Should not ſeem onero Leo, nor connince. 
his obſtinacy,or connerthim from his reſo- 
lution of abolishing the worship of Ima- 
ges, bur! admire he was not frighted from 
it by the example of 7e7:d the ſecond, 
Caliph or King of the Saracens, who a 
litle before perishd by the ſame attempt 
wherin Leo perſiſted. This Prince ſuc- 
ceededhis Coſin Homar in the Kingdom, 
.he was a uery gallant man , wiſe and 
Witty , cinil and mild , and' ſo nobly qua, 
lified,that though he were not aSoueraign, 
euery one would ſtriue for his fauor. Yet 
he hadthat ordinary fraylty of the grea- 
left kings ; he was giuen too much to his 
pleaſures, 


a 


of te Feonoedaſs. . . ... -$ 
pleaſures; » andyet did not neole& his ſe- 
rious affairs : And though , he had Mi- 
ſtreſſes ; yet he was Maſter of him (elf. as 
wellas atrue Father to his ſubicts, whom 

he Kept in awe more by prudence then 
power:and ſpent ſogreata part ofhis own 
revenne in the publick concerns that forc't 
him to condelſcend ro many indignities in 
hopes of releeuing his indigency. 

One Sarantapechys a Magitian , and a Cori. 
Iew, chief of the Synagogue of Tiberias, a 
Knowing his neceffities , and ſeing him Theeph. 
troubled for fear of wanting money, vn- 
dertook ro him that he should live and 
reign third years more in great plenty and 
proſperity , prouided he would ſce pur in 
execution that Decree which one of his 
Predeceflors, ( Tezid the firſt ) had framed 

' againſt the Chriſtian worship of Images. 
This requeſt was granted without difficul. #! Macin. 
ty, and the execution of the Decree left to = 
the {ew , and the Arabian Mahomertans. 
And yertthe vnfortunar 7ezid dyed within 
cighteen months after , and of a diſeaſe, 
(love) not moral to many. This Kings dee- 
reeſt Miſtreſs was called Ababa, she happ*- 
ning to dye he could not be remoued 
from her dead body, ynrill the ſent ther- 
of and his brothere continual ſupplica- 
D 


Teophil. 
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34. - The Hiſtory 
tions preuailed with him., to permit the 


ſame to be buried. But his paſſion was 
- ſo extrauagant , that he had the Corps - 
taken out of the graue , and brought. 
to his chamber , where he kept it vn-. 


till the grief of ſeiog that beauty ( which 
once had bin his only content , trans- 
formed into a Maſs of corruption) de- 
priued him in a few dayes of that long 
term of life , and thoſe pleaſures which 


the Iew had promiſed him. His ſon and 


ſucceſſor 7iid, commanded the Impo- 
ſtor to be pur to death with exquiſit tor- 
ments, for-hauing abuſed his Father , and 
deſtroyed his Chriſtian ſubiets, to whom 
he reſtored their former liberty of con- 
ſcience which his Father had ſold to the 
Iew. 

Notwithſtanding this euidence of the 
Iewish Cheats , and the iudgments of God 
thar fell vpon them who belicuecd their 
impoſtures, the Emperor Leo 7ſauricus at- 
tributed all his proſperity to their predic- 


tions , and to the reſolution he ſtill re-. 


raind of performing his iterated promiſes 
and Oath of rooting out of the Church the 
worship of Images. Seing himſelf now 
ſelted nine years in the Throne , and his 
fon Coſiamtincround as his Gollegue and 
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_ of he Troncelaſts.. -— 
| fucceffor , he began to confider in what 
manner his great deſign might be compa- 
ſed. He durſt not communicar it to ſajnr 
[German the Patriarch, or indeed to any. 
ofhis own great Miniſters: he truſted nane 
yvith his thoughts but Conſtantin Bishop 
fof N:colia, the only man of that caracter 
vvho ( to comply vyith the Saracens and 
Tevves , and to fauc his life and goods ) 
ell tro burn Images, and deffroy his ovy ; 
Jock, as faft as thoſe vyho had een ſent | 
formerly into Paleſtine to execute 7ezids , PR 
dict. But this edi hauing bin recalled, and Nices.z: 
he perſecution ceaſed , as hath bin _ Ah. ye - 
he Chriſtians ſo upraided their Bishop 
hat he yyas forc't to ſeek his fortune in 
Conſtantinople , yyhither alſo repaired, as 
is Camerade, one Bezer a Renegad, vvho 
ſhaving bing a Chriſtian , turnd Mahome- 
fan, to obtain his liberty from the Sara7 
ens, vvhole ſlaue he yyas. Theſe tyvo 
0 deſpiſed at Court for their notorious 
poſtacy, on a ſudden yyere honourd vvith | 
| e Emperors, familiar conuerſation , and 
rivat conſultations ; vvherin he deſired 
heir aduice , hovy he might reform the 
hurch,, and purge Chriſtianity from that 
uperſtition; or Idolafry of Image vvorshi Pe. 
Ie repreſented ro them yyhat deep roor' : 
Dy 
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| it had takenin the hearts of all vvho called 

ME themſelues Chriſtians, euen-ofthe A207: 

Niceph, thelits. , and other heretiks. Hovy it vyaf 

4.8.5-26-notan error of ſpeculation, but of practi 

ſe, and therfore the people vvould a 

hardly part vvith it as vvith their daylfk 

deuotions,vyhich a generatancient cuſtonſ 

had deeply printed in their hearts. That 

great a nouetly in fo xnovven a point off 

Religion, might occaſion tumults and rg 

bellions , eſpecialy in Conſtantinople , & 

Cirty vyhere the Tiety of Conſtantin the 

Sreat had ercted ſo many deuout ſtatues; 

an cuident Argument of the Faith of tha 

Age, and of that Emperours Reuerench, 

to holy Images,and a palpable confutatioſþe 

of that abſurd' pretence of our moderthr 

Iconoclaſts,that the reucrencing ſuch Imaſhy 

ges is Idolatry, fince the Chicf Abolisheſh; 

of Idolatry was ſo zealous a Promoter oþþr 

this,nay may ſeemto haue ſubſtitured thisaÞp; 

particularly oppoſir to [dblatrous worshiphhc 

and the proper Antidote to that poiſonfyj 

Leo concluded that for his part he would» 

not be frighted with theſe difficulties , ihq 

men of their ſpirit and learning wouldſir 

encourage him to carry on ſo holy: 
work. 

_ How happy theſe two Cheats thought 


—— 


_ 
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let hemſelues by this conſultation , and the 
7 onfidence which the Emperor put in 
Vathem , their former infamy and deſpicable 
| -oadicion , may ſufficiently manifeſt , ſeing 
hemſelues thus raiſed from the laſt of men 
o be the firſt , nay the only Fauorits; and 
Knowing that the way to continue ſo, was, 
o humor the Emperor,they confirmed him 
© This opinion of Image worship being 
Þ$4olatry,and inhis reſolution of ſupprefling 
dy power any tumults would be raiſed 
FÞgainſt his deſign , which they councelled 
EShim to declare openly ina publik Aﬀſem- 
haÞbly of the Senat. This being don, without 
acſhearing any reaſons, or admitting of any 
1OFeplyes , he ſent immediatly his officers _ ah 
crÞnd Gards to throw down from the top cares; 
naÞf the Imperial Pallace gate, the famous Miſe: 
heMatrue of our Sauior which Conſtantin the 
' OÞreat had ſer there , vyhen he build that 
SaPallace., and vyas had in great veneration, 
IPMot only for vvhat it repreſented, but for 
Onfdivers Miracles yvhich God had vvrought, 
ulSo confirm the Chriſtians in continuing the 
» honor they did to Chriſt in his ſtatue and 
ulFimilitude, 


Y4 Therumor of vyhat Zeo had declared 
in the Senat, and of vyhar his officers had 


zl10 IÞeganin purſuance of his Orders, hauing 
D uy 


38 The Hiſtory 
bin ſpread , the people ranin great fury 
vvith their armes tothe Pallace gate, 'and 
Killed ſom of the Gards yvho reſiſted. | 
Fhe yyomenin the ſame time pulld down 
the lader yyherupon 7ouinus ( a principal 
officer ) ſtood hacking the Image of out 
Sauior ; and falling upon him , they cut 
him in peeces. The Emperor , after this 
fury vvas ouer , ſet ſoldiers'in many places 
of the Citty , and made priſoners not only 
thoſe vyho had bin attiue in the late tu- 
mulr, but the moſt conſiderable perſons 
of Conſtantinople , bidding them take 
their choice , either to renounce their 
Image vvorship , or to ſuffer all the tor- 
| ments imaginable , according to the rigor 
of his iuſtice. They did chooſe this laſt, and 
Elim ſom loſt their hands ,' others their eyes, 
others had their flesh torn from their bo- 
nes , and many dyed in the rorments , 
Shewing as great conſtancy as he did 
ctuelty. 

But that GLEN wands His name moſt 
odious, vvas his burning the ecumenical 
Maſter and his twelne Profeſſors of all 
ſciences, rogether vvith their celebrated 
College and Library of aboue three hun- 
ered thouſand Volumes. It yyas founded 
hy Conſtantin the TANG: in Lugh £ eſtegn 


of the Tconoclaſts. 5g 
TFith all the ſucceding Chriſtian Emperors, 


that the opinions of thoſe Maſters vvere 


ſubmitred unto as Oracles, And.indeed 


| they were alwayes the moſt eminent per- 


ſons both for learning and virtue, that co- 
uld be found in the Roman Empire. Their 
authority being of ſo great weight in all 
arts of the would , Leo uſed as much art 
and induſtry. to gain them to his ſide, as a 
man ſo vvillfull and ſo loath to be baffled, 
could deuiſe or apply, But they were fo 
far from Hattering his errour , or fearing 
his power, thatin his own preſence they 
anſwered to his propoſal and reaſons 
againſt vyorshiping of Images, Which he 
ſayd vyas forbid in the Decalogue. 
— The tenourof their diſcourſe yvas, that 
there is as vaſt a difference between the 


Heathen 7dols , and the Chriftian 7--azes, as 


there is between Truth and Falſood, ſom- 
thing and nothing, 2 real obie& and a fic- 
titious notion. For, acording to ſaint Paul, 

an 7dol , is nothing , becauſe the preten- 


ded likeneſs therof tends and leads to no- 


thing , or to achimera, thar is, to the Deity 

of 1upiter, Iuvo, Mars, Or Venus. For,though 

there haue bin ſuch perſops , yet there could 

be no ſuch Gods , and therfore , as ſuch, 

they could not haue any Images, or trug 
D Li} 
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likeneſs , capable of an inward' eſtcens; 
Or ourward vyorship, relating to the Pro 
zZotype. But the Images of Chriſtas man, of 
the Bleſſed Virgin as his Mother, of the: 
Angels and Saints as his Miniſters and ſer- 


vants , are true repreſentations of real 
obicts, andlead us to vyorship their Prozo-: 


Zyps , and though jnanimat things , yet may 
be vvorshipt as religiouſly as the holy 


m_ vyherupon Moyſes ſtood, when he 


approacht the bush that burnt and vvasnor 


conſumed ; feſtiual: dayes , vyvherof God 


himſelf layes; Dzes prima erit ſantta, & ſe- 
ptima eadem religione ventrabilis.Exod.12.16. 
The firſt $hall be holy , and the ſeuenth. 


day venerable yvith the ſame Religion, 
That this vyorship vvas no more prohibi- 
red by God , than the making of Images; 
and yer himſelf commanded them to be 
made, and placed in the Temple , and by 


the Ark. That to pretend the contrary, is 


to change the nature and notions of man- 
kind , there not being any' rational man 
that doth not think himſelf iniur'd by the 
uilifying. of his picture or ſtatue , and ho- 


nour'd by the reſpe& shewento ir. That, 
men as men, are honoured aboue all ear-: 


thly creatures , for no other reaſon , bur 
becauſe heya are Images of God, and made 


; 


| 


C 
; 
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to his likeneſs. That the ſecond perſon of 
the Trinity deſerues to be adored ashe is 
the Image of his Father. That God can no 
more make,or declare the Chriſtan yyor- 
ship of Images Idolatry , than he can alter 
the eſſence or nature of things, or the firſt 
principles of reaſon , nothing being more 
cker than , that to ewery perſon there is areſ- 
pert due acording to his perfettion , or quali- 


| ©y, and that to ſupernatural perfetion or 


ſanQity a reſpe& of the ſame kind is due, 
and therfore Prophets and Prieſts vvere 
religiouſly vvorshipt in the old law for 
their ſupernatural gifts . and caraQer, as 
alſo the Saints in the new, not with Latra, 
or the ſupreme, yvhich is due only to God, 
but vvith an inferior proportionable to 


the degree of the caracter , grace or glory 


yyhich they haue receiued as his ſeruants 
and Miniſters. That this principle is appli- 
cable ro the Images of Saints , as Saints 
and ſeruants of God. That the vvorship 
exhibited to their Images , as ſuch, can not 


be called idolatry by any vyho unſterſtand z,,,,, 
the terms and ſtare of the queſtion. That 4 * 26. 
in confirmation of this,Chriſt our Sauior CO 
ſenthis Imageto 4bazarus King of Edcfla. 1m. 
That the ſtatue erected to him by the vvo- _— 7 

man he cured of the bloudy flux, yvrought,.;s, 


LES 
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Tertul. 7. continual Miracles. That the primitive 


oy 24 Chriſtians engraued his Images reprefen. 


ring a good Paſtor earrying the ſtrayd 
Engr cit. Sheep upon his Shoulders, in the Chalices 


0:42 and wtenſils of the Church. Thar all the 


_ vyorld knew yyhat miraculous deliurance 
—— he Citty of Edeſſa had from the Perſian 


' Heracl. 
Cedren. Army, by shewing from the watls the a- 


24:4. MP forefaid picture of our Sauior , and how 


: 1 therby all theic engins were deſtroyd, and 
their King Coſroas diſapointed , and forc't 
to raiſe the ſiege, How about the ſame ti. 
methe Emperor Heraclius obtained a fa- 
mous uictory againſt the ſame Perſians, 
by carrying in his hands before his legions 
in the battle , the miraculous Images of 
TESVS Chriſt and his Mother, which had |} 
bin lately brought to Conſtantinople from 
Camulium ,a Citty of Capadocia. That it 

' js as impoflible- God would permit the 
Deuil or men to work , or make credible 
to the Church, ſuch Miracles as theſe ,in 
fagor of falſood, or idolatry , under the 
notion of Chriſtian truth , and worship, 
as it is that Truth itſelf could CcOncurr to, 

_ falſoodor that God would countenance a 
falſe religion ; or that the Church should | 
perish by a general apoſtaſy ; there not: 

hauing bin-any one Chriſtian ſince the 
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| Apoſtles ( Except the Bishop of Nacolia) 


that was-not an idolater , if-worship of 
| mages be idolarry: Xenaias the Perſian; 


vvho vyas the firſt that ſpoke againſt ir, 
hauiny neuer been chriſtend. Wherfore 
the cecumenical Maſter vvith the reſt of 
his Collegues hnmbly begd ofhis Maieſty, 
that he would be pleaſed rather fo follow 
the true ſenſe of Scripture and of the De. 
calogue , confirmd by ſo many Miracles, 
and the conſtant ſenſe and practiſe of all 
Chriſtans for the precedent ſeuen ages 
unrill thar preſent, than the foolish fancies 
ignorant Iewes and Samaritan ſearies.. 
That for their part theywere ſo fixt inthis, 
as in all other points of Catholik Faith, 


| that they would maintain it , during their 


lines, and yvere readyto fi ign it yvith their 
bloud. 

The Emperor was ſo enraged at this 
ſpeech, andthe impreſſion which it made 
upon the people , that he commanded 
thoſe learned and holy Dottors should be. 
burnt rogether vvith their College and 
Library. This conſtancy of theirs confirmd 
uery much the Chriſtians in the Image 


| worship, many wherof rebeld, and thoſe 


of the Archipelago Iflands endeuored to 
ſucpriſe Conſtantinople with their Nauy, 
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which Leo deftroyed by fire works. In ta: 
ly they were more ſucceſsful , The Ro- 
mans and others, then ſubie&ts to Leo, did 
not only throw down his ſtatues from the 
'Pillars and high places yvherupon they 
ſKood, but yyould no longer pay him any 
rribure, or obey his orders. And Luitprand 
King of the Lombards took hold 'of this 
occaſion to wreſt from him the Citty of 
Ranera. But Gregory the ſecond , Bichop of 
[Rome (to whom ſaint German Patriarch 
of Conſtantinople had ginen ſom hopes of 
Leo's conuerſion) exhorted the Italians to 
return to their duty, and wrought ſo cffec- 
tualy with the Yeretians in fauor of the 
Emperor, that by their help he was reſto- 
red to Rauena. And yet at the ſame tyme 
he writ a letter to Leo , reprehending his 
impiety , and admonishing him to deſiſt 
' from thoſe violent courſes wherby he had 
prouok't Gods indignation , and endan- 
gerd the loſs of 'all that he had in Italy, 
nd becauſe Leo pretended that as Empe.. 
*ror he might reform the Church, and de 
fado leiſed upon all the plate and orna- 
ments therof, as forfeited to himſelf, be- 
cauſe forſooth , they fomented idolatry, 
by reaſon of the grauen Images of Chriſt 
and the Saints wherwith they were ador- 


2 bf thehanodoſ uy 
acd , Pope Gregory tells him-in his letter, 
that as the chief Bishop hath no right to diſpoſe 
of the Pallaces or dignities of Kings and Em- =. - 
perors , ſo they had none to intermedle wvith the © 
gonernment of the Church. © ' , _— 

_ Notwithſtanding all Pope Gregories 
Kindneſs to Leo,Keeping his fubieAs from 
rebellion , that Emperor ſeing he was NO A4»/. s 
leſs reſolued ro maintain the yyorship of vin Grezi 
Emages , than himſelf yyas to: oppoſe it, 
he ſent Orders to AXarinus Gouernor of 
Rome , to promote the delign which 3a 
and 7oyrdan wo Imperial officers, and 
7Thoz , a ſubdeacon, had , of marthering the 
Pope, This plot hauing-bin difcouered by 
the Romans , they, putto:death-7owrdan and 
Tohn. Baſile got into a Mohbaſtery, and the- 
re-was permitted to line miſerably. The 
Emperor thus diſapointed-, ſent Paul the 
Senator to: command as-Exarke in Italy; 
with-expreſs Ordersito ſend him-the Po- 
pe aliue or dead. Paul affembled/his dil- 
perſed Troops, and marcht towards Ro- 
me ; hoping ro'ſurpriſe it: But Zuitprand 
King of the Lombards/(norwithſtanding 
| his grudge againſt the Pope ,, for hauing 
perſuaded the Venetians toreſtore Ravens 
ro the Emperor , and'forc'e-tifrom him- 
{&1Ff) preferdincereſt: (it waghis roballancg 
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the Emperots power ) before reuenpe,and | 


like a politik . Prince (pretending piety) 


 joynd with the Romans againſt the Exarchz 
whole Army hauing aduanc't as far as Spo- 
Leto thought it his beſt courle roreturn to: 


Aanene: 7 Sono Io; in: 
-Zeoſeing that neither his plots nor po+« 
wer could dethirone Gregory, nor deſtroy 
Image worship, reſolued totry vvhat the 
bare Imperial authority , vvithour art or 
arms, could work vpon his Italian ſubieas, 
He commands his EZxar4,. or Lieutenaat 
of Icaly , to ifſue forth a Proclamation or 
 Edic't for:rakingour of all. Churchesthe 


Images of Chriſt and his Saints,as ſo many. . 


Idols, promiſing the Pope great fayors if 


he would ſubmit to this Decree, and de- , 
claring him ctiminal , and deueſted of hig 


dignity , in caſe he-durſt reſiſt. The Pope 
convine't by this. way, of proceeding, 
there were no. hopes of the Emperors re- 
penance, and return to the Catholik Reli- 
gion, published an Excomunication againſt 


the Exarch-;andallthoſe who would exe- 
ente Imperial commands, He writ alſo | 


exhorratory Jexters to. the -King of the 
Lombards , the , Venctians , and all the 
Princes: and Cities: of Italy.,to ſtand firny 
> thar acucr incerrupted general praftils 
ELFUp 


K "Ow ordinary prudence ; if not blinded 


on, 
Fw” 


of the 7 tnoulaſÞs] 
of Chriſtianity , worship of holy Tmages: 
This produc't not only that defenfiue con- 
ayes for Religion , which alone the 
pe intended, butan offentiue conſpira- 
cy againſt the Emperors temporal right 
in ſo much'that all Italy renounc't his do. 


minion”, and refolued 'to march againſt 


hin tof Conſtantinople > and chooſe an 
other Emperor ; from theirtwo laſt reſo. \ 
lutions the Pope difluaded them, but neuer 


- could prenail with them to own! Leo for 


their. Lord., unleſs he' would abjure his 
hereſy. And becauſe Exhilaratus Gouernor 
of Naples preſſed: the Emperors Decree in 
thatKingdom,and would forcethe people 
to-follow that Princes Religion, and ſayd 
the Popes deatht was: necefſary for the 
quiet of Italy , he and his'children were 
maſlacred' in a tumult. The like fortune 
had Paul the Exarch in Ravens , vyvhich 
Citty withrall thoſe of the Marcaof 41 
cona, delinered themielues up to Luitprand 
King of Lombardy ,-deſpairing to obtain 
theirpardon or the performance of articles 
from an exaſperated-Prince.,-or to enjoy 
the freedom of their conſcience uRder. a 


—perſccuting Soucraign. 


Leo ſurpriſed with ſo general a renole; 


wn... 
by paſſion, mighthaue foreſeen, and pre 
nented) ſent the Eunuch Zutychins to re 
coucr in1taly by policy, what he could not 
by power ; and gaue him Inſtructions. tof 
_ Offer to Luizprand King of Lombardy the 
aniting of the Emperors forces with his 
in order to reduce the Dukes of Speler, 
and Benenvento , who had rebelld again 
Luitprand , prouided he would afterward; 
Joyn his Army with the Emperors, to re- 
_ duce the Romans. Notwithſtanding all 
Luitprands piety , his building and adorning 
.of Churches , his zcal for Religion , and 
worship of Images , he liſtened and con- 
ſented to the Emperors propoſal , and 
march't. with his own and Zutychins for 
Ces tO Spoleto, were the rebellious'!Dukes 
ſubmitred to his mercy, and were by him 
reſtored upon certain conditions, and ſe- 
curity of hoſtages. From thence both Ar- 
mies procedeed to Rome , and encampt 
neer the Caſtle of St Angelo, wherat the 
Citty was'in @ great confuſion and con 
ſternation. Pope Gregory loſt not his cou 
 Tage, and confiding in the Diuine protee- 
-tion, went in his Pontifical habit ftreighe 
ro Luitrands Camp', and there reprehen- 
- ded him for appearing in armes againſth} 
thechief Paſtor of Chriſts Flock, and for} 
abgtting 
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abetting a barbarous hereſy contrary r6 
the unjuerſaly recieud* Chriſtian beleef, 
which Leo 7/auricus had already deſtroyd 
in the Faſt, and by his meanes intended to 
do the ſame in the Welt. That it was nor 
the part of a Catholik Prince to enter into 
fuch a League 3 That though his own hopes 
were only i in God, yet other Princes were 
willing and able ro defend the ſea Apo- 
4 ftolik againſt him and the Emperor. That 
the French were his Neighbors and would 
be glad to haue ſo plauſible an occaſion to 
inuade Lombardy, as was his beſieging of 
Þ Rome withintent to pur ir into the hands 
of a Perſecutor ofthe Chnreh. That if he 
delignd only an acknowledgment from 


J the Romans that Leo was their Lord and 


Emperor , it was no more than he alwayes 
had deſired”, and doubted not to effect; 
Therfore he admonisht him as his ſpiritual 
Father,and real friend,to gine oucr his /-rrj- 
gres With Gods declared Enemies, otherwi- 
ſe that God would be his, and make him 
an example to poſterity. 

The King heard all with great patience, 
and caſt himſelf at the Popes feet, whom 


nj he prayd to acompany him to St Peters 


Church, andthere, in preſence of all his 


[ j| chicf Comanders -offerd his ſword, Arms, 
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Royal robe, his Croun, ny a,great ſiluer 
Croſle, arthe A poſtles $hrine,, as.a-pledgg 
of his obedience to the A poltoiik 1ca, ah 
ſuring the Pope he would neuer combing 
to perſecute the, ancient deuour prattiſe 
of Chriſtendom , nor difturb it with any: 
new Dodtrin. From thence he went tro 
Eutychius the Exarch, and rold him how 
willing and able the Pope was to haue the 
Emperors right ownd in Rome, and that 
he ought therwith to be ſatisfied. Eutychims 
ſcemed to be well pleaſed with what was 
offerd, not xnowing how to obtain mo. 
re , and entred peacebly into the Citty, 
vvhere he vyas receiued and reſpeted as 
the Emperors Liutenant , much rejoying, 


to ſce the Pope vvas ſo ſincere and ſuc- 


ceſsfull in his undertaking for the loyalty 
of the Romans , that he perſuaded theny 
to go under Zutychins his command againſt 
one 77berius proclaimed Emperor by the 
people of Tuſcany ; yvho vvas made pri- 
loner in this expedition , and his head lent 
to Conſtantinople. 

A man would think this honeſt dealing 
of the Pope, and the Romans return to 
their duty, .chould haye induced the Em- 
perorto- moderation, in hopes that ther.. 
by he might preſerue vyhat he hadyer 


of the Tronedafſf. es 
tf in Icaly. Bit he crediting more the 
kewes oredetion of lining and proſfpe- 
rirtg untill he were one hundred years 
618 , if he perſecured the Chriſtians for 
worshiping God in Images, than any other 
arguments for the lawfulneſs of that wor- 
Ship , he raiſed a new perſecution , and 
now declared that if the old. Patriark St 
German ( vvith vvhom he had hitherto 


forborn ) did not renounce , and preach maſs Or. 
againſt Image vvorship, he *hould be no: & 
more Patriark ; and becauſe that holy-lear- 4z s 
-ned man had confared i in a publikdiſputa- Sreph.inm. 


tion the renegat Bishop of Nacolia , and 
confirmed his own flock in the Catholik. 
Faith by his Sermons and books, and told 
the Emperor he vvas not to judge or 


decide matters of Religion, he afronted 


and ſtruck him: in the Pallace, and named 
one Araſtaſins a Prieſt ( yvhom he gaindro 
his opinion ) for his ſucceſſor in the ſea 
of Conſtantinople , after he had depoſed 
Saint German yvithour any legal proceſs 
or authority. The holy Prelar retired ro his 
Countrey houſe, from whence by the 


Emperors Orders he vyas carried tO A Mary 
| Monaſtery, and after ſom time ſtrangled, Rom. 


at the age of almoſt a hundred years. The 


Church celeranrs his Martyrdom upon 


E y 
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the Goon of May. 
Anaſtaſius the pretended Patriarch went 
Wl ( before St Germans death } if great pomp- 
Wi .* to lake poſſeſſion of his ſea , it being xno- 
| wen allo thathe had turnd'; 7 cohicel aff, the 
Mk vvomen, ſecing the men durſt n6t oppofe 
ii his intruſion, ranin ſuch haſt and fury upon: 
Wit that wolf ( ſo they termd him ) and ſo pel- 
ted him with ſtones, that he vyas carried 
 arwy from the Church haif dead to the 
Emperors Court , who at that ſight-vvas 
ſo enraged, that he commanded the wo- 
men tro be maſſacred by his Gards ; whiclx 
Order yvas obcyd out of hand : as alſo that 
other of burning all rhe Images-in'one 
heap, which vvere found in the Churches 
and houſes of Conſtantinople. Notwith- 
ſtanding all this , Anaſtaſirs the new pre- 
| rended Patriark had the confidence to ſend. 
"0 a ſynodical letter to the Pope ( acording 
| to the ancient Catholik cuſtom ) giuing 
| 
| 
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him an account of the eleHion, and defi- 
_ Ll ring his communion. The Pope, returnd 
* him-a Monitorium , vyherby he declared 
him ſuſpended from all prieſtly funQions, 
for preſuming to inuade the Throne of a 
lawfull Patriark, pretending himſelf to be 

one, againſt all forms and rules of the | 
Church ; and threatned to excommunicat 


Y. 
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him ,if out of hand he did not recall the 
hereſy he had embrac'e. To the Emperor 


alſo the Pope writ, and ſent Legats , beg. 
ging of him as his faithfull ſeruant , and * 


.commanding him as his ſpiritual Father 
and Paſtor., that he vyould reflea vpon 


thoſe deftructiae and damnable courſes he 
had taken upon ſo ridiculous grounds as 
the fancy of two ignorant Iewes , againſt 


the doctrin and practiſe of all the Chriftian 


Church ſince the Apoſtles. The Emperor 
inftead of anſwering , impriſond and ba- 
Nished the Legats , and ſorather encreaſed 
then diminished the perſecution. 

The Pope finding by long experience of 
14. years patience Leo vvas both vnexora- 
ble and incorrigible,called as great a Coun- 
cell of Bishops as the diſtraQions of the 
times vvould permit ; and declared tothe 
aſſe mbled Fathers , yvhar pains he had ta- 
ken to reduce that loſt sheep (the Empe- 
ror) to Chriſts fold : how. in ſtead of retur- 
ning dutifuly to God, he'rebelld againſt 
him by inuenting and intruding upon the 


Church a moſt ſtupid Hereſy, reuiuved out 


of the Dregs of the. Samaritan. ſe& ; Thar 
for his own part as he yyas chief Paſtor of 
all Chriſtians, he found, himſelf obliged 
ig conſcience to defend-his flock from a 
OD | E ij 
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deuouring a Lion-; firft by publik'and pri- | 


uat prayers , vyvhich hehad don; andnow 

by eccleſiaſtical Cenſures. That as it yyas 

his Faith, all powver is from God , lo yvas 

it his opinj0 , vyhen. that power is not 
ordered and applyed as God vyould hawe 

it, to edification , it may be hindred from 
deſtroying of ſouls ; and therfore ſubieas 

may hinderwith defenfiuve arms the pur- 

ting in execuſion damnable lawes, as well 

as refuſe vvith offenſiue tongues to pro- 

feſs the dotrin vvhich thoſe lawes pro. 

_ mote and eſtablish. Thar it is againſt rea- 

| wage ſon to belicuc,God vvould haue a multitu- 
the Popes de of men, or all mankind be damnd ra- 
ep/772n: Ther than reſiſt vyith arms falſe dodrin 
fnition, Fauored by one or a few Souecraigns, ſeing 
char Reli Chriſt dyed rather to ſaue ſouls , than to 
1 3 humor Soueraigns. That as Parents are 
fended hy bound to breed their children in the true 
CS ke Religion, ſo are they to hinder their be- 
Soycrai. ing bred in hereſy. That men are nor 
ns 1a- obliged to expe Miracles in defending 
we” Chriſtianity againſt ryranical perſecution, 
nay are bound not to expect them yvhen 

they can defend it by natural means. Thar 

Theephil, the rule yyherby they ought to indge of 
Cearev. the time and lawfulneſs of their reſiſtance 


Miſcel, ; 


d Olds 
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| of the Yconolafts. 
Yrf. danger of altering the Catholik Faith, Ke 
»w | ths, Soucraigns aRual endeuors to do ir. 
That this vvas the caſe of Leothe Emperor, 
gas vvas manifeſt by too ſad experience. 
Therfore he iudged it high time co declare 
him not only an heretik , but an Hereſcark , 
as being the firſt Chriſtian perſecuror of Zonar: 
Image yvorship; and ſo vvith the appro- —_— 
bation of the Councell forbid the Catho- Tr. 
11 j liks of Italy ro pay him any obedience or 
3- | tribute. Then he ſent Legars. ro Charles 
5). | Martel of France , imploring his protec. 
z- | tion againſt Leo. The Treaty vvas ſoon 
concluded, yvhich vvas the firſt ſtep made 
towards the Tranſlation of the Roman 
Empire to the vvelſt, and the family of 


2 

> || Charles the great. 
> 

) 

» 


The Bishops ofthe Faft thonght it their 
duty to follow the example of the Pope in 
condemning the Emperors Error as kere- 
ſy , and in excommunicating himſelf as 

an Hereſiarch. And becauſe Leo was infor. 
med that St Johu Dam aſcen wag uery actiue 
in this affair, and had writ many letters to 
confirm the Chriſtians in their anciene 
praiſe of worshiping God in Images, he 
reſolucd to be reuenged of a man yvho 
had not only oppoled his deſign, but had 


him cenſured in a Councell z Bishops, 
Lil} 


56 The Hiſtory 

Hauing found one of St John Damaſiens 
letters written by his own hand , he found 
alſo a man vyho counterfeired the: ſame 
ſo well, that none could diſcernthe Ori- 
ginal from the falſe one. And Knowing 
that Z:;/;/am Caliph of the Saraſins yvas of 
a jealous diſpoſition, and that the cleereft 
innOcency is not protection againſt thar 
paſſion, he ſends the counterfeit letter, 
(entended to be writ to himſelf by Sr 
lohn Damaſcen ) to Hiſiam, which is re- | 
corded in theſe words. 

Str, Being a Chriſtian , I think my ſelf 
wry - obliged to render to the Chriſtian Empe- 
Ten. Di. FOL that ſeruice which God and my con- 

m8 ſcienceexatfrom me, 2gainſt the Enemies 
of the Religion I profeſs. I therfore aduer- 
tiſe you , that this Citty of Damaſcus is ill 
gearded, and the Gariſon of the Saracens 
ſo weake, that it is nat ina condition to 
reſiſt the firſt aſſaults, I coniure you in 
Gods name, not to looſe ſo fair an opor-. 
tuzity of delivering from the Tyrany of 
Barbarians ſo flouriching a Town. You 
need no other Troops than thoſe you 
naue againſt our Frontiers ; my ſclf ha- 
uing the command of the place, I promiſe 
you in the faith of a Chriſtian to order 
matters ſo , that your troops upon their 
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firſt approach , -$hall be maſters therof, 
without any: ref ſtence. I expett your com- 
mands for the execution of this enterpri- 
{ſe ſo glorious for you , and which can 
not fail,if you will be pleaſed to take my 
aduice. 

Within the enſuing letter of his own 


the Emperor ſent the aforſajd lines as from 


Iohn Damaſcen. 
To the Caliph of the SAraAcens. 


He difference of our Religions can 

not juſtify the breach of that mutual 
Faith we hane given in our articles of pea. 
ce. To shew you thatTI will obſerye them 
inuiolably on my ſide , I ſend you herin 
incloſed the-- letter of a wicked man, 
( though of miy- profeſiion ) vvhom: you 
truſt, You will hereby indge of his trea- 
chery, and of my fincerity ; vyhich may 
perſuade you it vvill be your own fault if 
1 do. not alwayes continue your friend 
and Ally. The Caliph of Siria hauing peru- 
ſed theſe letters , vvas amas'd to ſee un- 
der 7ohn Damaſcens hand ſo much ingrati- 
tude and trechery , he being truſted nor 


- nly vvith the gonernment of Damaſcus, 


bur vvith all the ſecrets of the Cabinet, as 
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his Father alſo had bin. Yet. the Saracer 
refleting upon Johns honors, and.riches; 
and the liberty of conſcience he and all 
other Chriſtians enjoyd under the gouerns 
ment chekt his own rash indgment, and 
conſulted his Councellors before he 
would give full credit to ſo unlikely a 
crime. Moſt of the Councellors enuying 
Damaſcens greatneſs in Court, raiſed the 
Kings ſuſpicions to a greater height than 
his own jealouſyes had don;and ragpk from 
hence occaſion and the liberty to tell him, 
the vvorld admired how far fo ſound a 
iudgment as his , declind from the rules 
of policy , in communicating the ſecrets 
of ſtate to a man of a diferent Religion 
from that of the ſtate, That the Chriſtiang 
pÞelicucd they merited Heauen by endeuo- 
ring to extirpat the Saracens profeſſion, 
and the powerwherby it is maintaind. That 
In all politik gouernments care is taken na 
Ciuil or military employment be conferd 
vpon ſuch as conform not to the Prince 
his way of worshiping God. Therfore 
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their opinion vyas, that though no ſuch 


letter had appeared as this of Damaſcens, 
he ought to be depriued both of his ciuil 
and military charges ; but ſeing euery ong 
of them had reaſon rg Þclicue the lettgy. 


*.4. 
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was writ with his own hand, he ought to 
looſe it. | - eee: 

Others more moderat ſayd , it were to 
be' yvished all Councellors and Comman- 
ders vvere as ſincere and zealous for the 
Mahometan Alcoran as his maieſtyes exam- 
ple ought to make them, but itwas the mis- 
fortune of molt ſtates men and ſoldiors, 
to be ( or at leaſt thought to be) ofno Reli- 
gion at all. That they minded more their 
profit and pleaſures, than promoting the 
great Prophets doQtrin of the Diuine law. 
That an honeſt Chriſtian yvas fitter to be 
of the Cabinet Councell than a vvicked 


\ Saracen, and the rather, becauſe in ſtate 


conſultations Religion is ſeldom conſide- 
red. That men vvho haue conſcience will 
ſooner ſell or betray that Religion vyhich 
they pretend to be of, than honeſt men. 
vVill their truſt, though they profeſs a con- 
trary Faith. That mens conſtancy in adhe- 
ring to a perſecuted, or diſcountenanc't 
Religion, is a proofof honeſty,and makes 
them more capable of preferment , than 


does an indifferency for or a conformity 


to any Religion the Prince or law vvill 
cſtablich. That no honeſt Chriſtian vvill 
accept ofa truſt vyith an intention to be- 
ray it , though therby he might promote 


ha” 
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Chriſtianity, That Iohn Damaſcen was: as 
vvell xnowen to be honeſt, as.to 'be a 
Chriſtian. That it is not an effec of piety 
but an error in policy , to exclude con- 
ſcientious men, of yyhat Religion ſocuer, 
from places of truſt, conſcience being the 
moſt neceſſary thing to diſcharge it faith- 
fully, That co -exclude Chriſtians vyvho were 
ſubics and Syrians, from bearing offices 
in Syria, was to make them ſtrangers in 
their own Country , and ſlaves to their 
fellow ſubies 3; a thing no leſs contrary 
to common ſenſe, than dangerous to the 
gouernment , which can not be otherwiſe 
peaceable than by an unpartial diftribu- 
tion of fauors as well as of iuſtice ; and 
by contenting the major part of the peo- 
ple , vvho commonly are the Natiues, 
Theſe being their principles , they humbly 
Eonceiued that 7ohn Damaſcen ought to be 
not only declared innocent, but continued 
in his employments , and other meriting 
Chriſtians promoted to the like; ſeing' no 
credit ought to be giuen to letters vyhich 
might be ſo eaſily counterfeited , againſt 
2 man whoſe intereſt it was, as yvell as his 
inclination, to be honeſt. At leaſt it was 
euident it conld.not be rthe-intereſt of the 
Prince , that his ſubiets conſcience or 
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Country should be declared an incapacity 


of ſeruing him, and an infamy to them- 
ſelues: 


The Caliph Hiftams inclinations and 
thoughts vverc as much diuiged as his 
Councellors yotes, but their couetouſnelſs 
of poſſeſling Tohn Damaſcens riches, joy- 
ning vvith that Caliphs jealouſy, preuaild 
againſt all other conſiderations ; and {ſo 
he immediatly commanded Damaſcerns 
right hand to be cut off , and fixt upon 
a gibet in the market place , notwithitan- 
ding the Saints plea of innocency , and his 
proofs of the Emperors knowen hatred 
againſt him , for writing in fauor of the 
worship of Images , and prcſling the ea- 
ſtern Bishops Cenſures againſt him. After 
that this uniuſt ſentence was pur in exe- 
cution, Damaſcen being retired in his hou- 
ſe, begd of the Caliph, thar his hand mighr 
not continue ſo infamouſly expoſed in pu- 
blik,but that he would be pleaſed ro com- 
mand it might be deliuercd to himſelf. 
This requeſt being granted, the ſaint re- 
tired with his hand to his 0ratory, and pro- 
ſtrated before the picture of the Mother 
of God, prayd to her with great deuotion, 
She would intercede for him to the Sa- 
nior of the world, her ſon, that that hand 
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which he had-loſt for maintaining: hers 
and the ſaints worship ( as Gods Mother 
and ſeruants) in their Images , might by 
reſtored to him, promiſing he would cons 
tinue to glorify God by defending thee 
doctrin and practiſe of his Church againſt 
the hereſy of the 7conoclaſts. After praying 
in-this manner good part of the night, he 
fell aſleep; and thought , the Mother of 
foan-Hic- God appeared to him and ſpoke theſe 
_ 1.2, Words. T hy petition is granted , thou mai 
Damaſe diſpoſe of thy hand as thou thinkſt fit ; but re- 
member to employ it , atording to thy promiſe, 
in confuting by thy woritings the impicty of 
thoſe vuho iniure us by their uwvvorthy de- 
anenor touuards our Images : and ſtarting our 
of his ſleep , he found by experience thae 
if his thought wasa dream; it was no de- 
laſion , but a demonſtration of Gods Om. 
nipotency, and ascleer a proof of his be- 
ing pleaſed with the interceſſion of ſaints; 
and yvorship of their Images, as the grea- 
reſt Miracle can produce. He felt his hand, 
and ſaw it as perfeQly united te his arm, 
as cuer it had bin, a read circle in the pla- 
ce vyhere it had bin cur off by the Exe. 
eutioner , remained-as a monument of the 
METCy. | 
His ſeruants hearing their Maſter ſing 


| 
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Hymdis of praiſe and thanks ro God, and 
ſcing how much reaſon he had to do ſo, 
published this Miraculous cure , wherof 
all-the Citty came to be ſpeators; The 
Caliph himſelf and his Councellors were 
confounded to ſee their rash ſentence 
condemned by that Divine Tribunal ; 
wherunto Damaſcen had appeald ;| and 
that condemnation together vvith the 
Saints innocency recorded inſo legible and 
Laſting a caraQter , that untill the end of 
the vyorld the belief and memory of ſo 
remarkable a Miracle was like to conti- 
nue. To recompenle the injury yvhich had 


{| bin occaſtoned by the Caliphs jealous and 


couetous humor , he reſtored all his for- 
fcired goods to Damaſcen, and preſſed him 
to accept of his former employments. Bur 
the ſaint returning humble thankes , for 
reſtoring to him his goods and lands, dis 
uiding his rich patrimony' between the 
Church , the poor, and his relations, wene 
to 7eruſalem , wyhere by the Patriark he 


was ordained Prieft 3 and from thencere> 


tired into the famous Monaſtery of ſaine 
Sabas in Paleſtine, yvherin liuing a Mona- 
ſtical life , he writ thoſe three learned 
Treatiſes we haue , againſt rhe 7conoclaſts 
for the. doQtrin and pradtile of the Gatholih 
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Church 'in vvorshiping Gods Saints 
( with an inferior religious worship ) in 
their Images , acording to his engage- 
ment. In this retirement he ſpent his dayes 
with more content than that voluptuous 
Caliph whom he had formerly ſerued, 
who was no leſs expenſive than eouetous; 
To carry onely his cloathes and linnen in 
»! Marin DIS journeys , he had fix hundred Camels. 
Hifor. And though there were found in his war- 
papage 7 derob after his death twelue thouſand 
I 

enlarge pair of sheets and shifts, yer not one of-ſo 
Toler. yaſt a number could be had to couer' his 
_— body in the graue; Yd his ſucceſſor ha- 


Arab c. 
""__ uing ginen Orders that all his goods should 


Chron. be $hur up and ſeald with his royal ſigner. 


Or:zent. 


So that he yyho had no leſs than 700+ Gar- 
derobs, during his life , full of ſuperfluous 
garments,was fore't, after his death, tobe 
bcholding to one of his pooreſt and mea- 
neſt ſeruants for an old rotten couerlet, 
whetin he was buried. An example as 
well of the vanity and ingratitude of 
men , as of the inconſtancy of fortune 5 
wherby Princes may learn , how ſoon 
they are forgor by their ſeruants and ſu6- 
ceſfors : and that nothirig bur their 
works will acompany rhem to the other 


world: Gone 7 
It God 


of the Tconoclafts. ' - BY 


If God would ſpeak to the Emperor ;;,.. 


Leo; as he did ro Achas, and bid him pick 
out and choole a Miracle, thetby to reſolue 
his doubr of the lawtfulneſs of worshiping 
Images , Ido not think he or any other 
man could fix upon a greater, or a more 
undeniable, than this of St Iohn Damaſcen, 
whether we conſider the cure, or the 
cauſe and circumſtances of it. Notwithſtan- 
ding that Leo could no more doubt of the 
fact, than of what was viſible to ſo great 
a Citty and Court as Damaſcus , and teſti- 
fied ro himſelf by a thouſand credible 
witnefles, yet (acording to the cuſltomand 
deſperart shift of Iewes and heretiks ) he 
attributed the working of the Miracle to 
Magik art ; as if forſooth , God would 
permit the Deuil impoſe idolatry upon 
the Catholik Churel» , by *a trick ſo like 
truth that neither Damaſcer's Emulators in 
Court , nor the Iconoclaſts ; Enemies of 


[the Church, could ener find out the leaſt 


fign of ſuſpition of a.cheat,in a matter that 
was then the only comronerſyof Religion, 
andthe elecring therof ſo neceſſary for 
the ſatisfaftion and ſaluation of ſouls. The 
Emperor therfore perſiſting in his obſti- 
nacy, arid next to heare how Damaſcen had 
elcaped his ſnare , and how baſely him. 
E 
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ſelf was ſpoken of for it, he coritinued his 
cruel perſecution, by tormenting , imprt- 
ſoning and banishing the Catholiks , and 
their Bishops. Emrlieu Bishop of C:Zique, 
Endemon of Lampſak , Baſil of Parium, Ni 
<ho{as of Apolonias; Mz:chae! Metropolitan 
of Synnade , Theophilat# of Nicomedia, 
dyed by his ill treating them for worshi- 
ping the ſaints Images , and their memory 
is celebrated by the Church as holy Mar- 
tyrs. And though many fell from the Faith 
for feare of his tyrany, yer many had cou- 
rage to upraid him with itz One was ſaint 
Theophilatte, who to his face told him he 
was Antichriſts Precurſor , and an other 
Tudas. St John Bishop of Polybore ( called 
Thaumaturgus , for the multitude of his 
great Miracles) treated him withthe ſame 
rermes. And yet Leo durft not punish him 
as he didothers. 

_ Not content to tyranize in the Eaſt, he 
threatned tc do the fame in the Welt, and 
particularly in lraly , ,though his power 
could hardly reach thither. Pope Gregory 2. 
being dead an other Gregory ſucceeded in 
the chair of St Peter, a man much commen- 
ded for his virtue and learning;and though 
a S$irian by birth , yer fo well beloued by 
the Romans , that by common conſens 


of the Tconoclafts. 67 
6f the Clergy and people he was choſen 
Pope fine dayes after his Predeceſſors 
death.His firſt thought was to ſend a Legas 
eo Leo, deſiring him to ccaſle from perſe- 
euting Chriſtianity in the Eaſt. The Legar 
( whole name allo was Gregory hearing 
how fierce a man Leo was, returned to 
Rome without delivering his letters or 
meſſage 3 wherat the Pope being much 
offended, and refoluing to punish him ſe-. 
| uerely,, the Legat begd pardon, and for his 

penance was content to teturn to Con- 
_ ſtantinople with his letters and Meſlage. 
The Emperor hearing of it, commanded 
him to be impriſoned in Sigily. The Pope. 
concluding by this ,nothing could be ex- 
pected from Leo by moderat wayes, fol- 
lowed that rigor which Gregory 2. ( his 
Predeceflor ) had bin forc't at length io 
take. He therfore called a Councell of 
Bishops at Rome, andto gz. there afſem- 
bled in St Peters Church, in preſence of 
all the Roman Clergy Jn Senat , propO- 
ſed how neceſſary it vvas to uſe the mea- 
nes vyhich God had left to his Church for 
kts preſeruation, againft the obſtinacy and 
inſolency of Heretiks. Therfore vvith 
thoſe Prelats concurrence he declared the 


vyorship of Images to be a Lawfull and 
'F i} 


. HY —_— - , 

pious practiſe of Chriſtianity , and by a 
new Anathema , cut of the Jconoclaſts , as 
rotten members, from the body of Chriſts 
Church, Yetat the fame time he ſent Cor 
{tantin and Peter, two chicf ones of the 
| Roman, to perſuade the Emperor to re- 
turn to God; and preuaild vvith the Senat 
to ſend Ambaſſadors ro him and his ton 


Conſtantin , offering their allegance to both, 


upon condition they would reſtore the 
Catholik Religion. Burt Leo vvould not li- 
ſten to any propoſals; thinking that an Ar- 
my and Nauy which he ſear under the com- 
mand of one Mares, and had bin prepared 
vvith much adeo,joyning vvith thoſe who 
obeyd him in $Szc;ly and Calabria, might 
get footing again in the reſt of 7:aly, This 
Army and Nauy hauing perisht in the A- 
driatik ſea, he turned his fury againſt the 
Chriſtians of the Eaſt. And becauſe Hippa- 
ſinus Bishop of Epheſus, and A4zdrevy one 
of his Prieſts, were famous in thoſe parts 


for their learning and maintaining the. 


worship of Images , he ſent for them to 
Conſtantinople, andofferd them great re- 
wards if they would contradidt yyhat un- 
till then they had preacht and practiſed : 
Which they reieCting vvith indignation, 
he commanded their heads to be shaued, 
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and litle wodden Images to be faſtned 
therunto with pitch , and ſetting fire to 
them and their pitche beards alſo , they 
marcht ſo through the Citty, and at length 
had their throats cut , and their bodyes 
caſt to the dogs. The ſame uſage had Sec 
Gregory Limniote that admirable Monk who 
had lived aboue fourſcore years a mira- 
culous life vpon the Mount olympas, and 
lefc his cell ro try whether he might con- 
uert the Emperor ; whoſe ſoul was more. 
tormented than the ſaints bodyes to ſee 
them. glory in their ſufferings. 

Buc that which moſt enrag'd this fierce 


Lion was , to ſee Image worship triumph Theops#7. 


ouer his paſſion euen in his own Palace, 
when he queſtioned not to root it our of 
the whole Roman Empire. Leo contracted 
an alliance with the King of, the 4#ars, or 
Scythians,whole power was great in thoſe 
times ; to cantinue and ſecure his fricnd- 
Ship ,-a mariage was concluded between 
Conſtantin the Emperors ſon, and Jrexe the 
Kings daughter, upon condition she should 
turn Chriſtian after being inſtructed inthe 
myſteries of that Religion , which was 
don by the falſe Patriarch Anaſtaſius. 
Irene hauing an excellent wit and iudg- 
ment ,, and obferuing the conſtraint that 
; F jj 
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ſeemd to be upon many Iconoclaſts con- 
ſcience(whowere of that profeſſionrarhey 
to pleaſe the Emperor than God ) and the 
conſtancy of the Catholiks in their Image - 
worship , examind the cauſe, and ſtudied 
that controuerſy ſo well that she confoun- 
ded her Maſter, obieCting againſt him the 
nouelty of his ſe, the ſcope and ſenſe of 
Gods words in the 20. Chapter of Exodus, 
whichis only againſt the worship of Idols. 
or of Images as Gods, and this she- proued 
by r every letter of the greek text ( which 
was/ the only uſed in Conſtantinople ) 
ſetting down 74dol for ſculptile, or grauen 
thing She added , that it is not credible, 
or poſſible , the whole Chriſtian iChurch, 
untill Leo Iſauricus his reign ) could be {o 
ignorant , or ſo wicked, as to confound 

| Idolatry with Gods worship ; that his. 
prouidence could not permit it ; neither 
was ſo groſs and general an ?poſtaſy con. 
ſiſtent with his promiſe of leading the 
Church into all truth, and remaining with: 
It untill the end of the world. That in 
Religious worship there =»ight be degrees 
of ſupreme and inferior,as well as in ciuil,. 
Thar as men are worshipt and iniuri'd in. 
their Images and ſtatues , ſo may Chriſt 
and his Saints. That the Scripture forbids 
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the making of all Images and likneſs of - 
Creatures with the ſame rermes and ſeue- 

tity that it dath their worship ; and yet 
none is ſo ſtupid as to belicue that it for- 
bids the making of them as Images , but 
only as 7dols , to be worshipt for Gods. 

Therfore she told Anaſtaſius and the Em- 
peror , she would worship Chriſt, his Mo. 
ther , and his Saints , in their Images , a- 
cording to the ancient ſenſe and practiſe 
of all Chriſtians . and of the Catholik 
Church, 

This reſolution ſtruck Zco Jead, he durſt 
No remoue her from it by viglent means, 
for fear of her Father , Tbaſs confede. - 
racy, or at leaſt good. .correſpondency, 

_ vyas neceſſary for the an rn ofthe 
Empire, Hiſ;am the Caliph hauing ſent his 
two ſons Mauias and Soliman againſt it, 
vvith great Armies , after that he had 
diſcouered his trecherons diſpoſition in 
the intrigue of Saint Iohn Damaſcen. This 
uexation together vvith that of a general 
Earth quake, famin, and plague in his Do- 
minions, shortned his dayes, and broughe 
him to that EY wherof he dyed 
the 18. of Iune 741. after that he bad 
xeignd 25. years of the forty _— the 
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two Iewes had profecied and promiſed 
| he $hould, -in caſe he would perlecute the 
Chriſtians, as he did , for their worship 
of Images. His ſon and ſucceſſor Corſtan- 
tin had all his bad qualities , but not one 
of his good. , as ve Shall shew ia his 
-reign. 
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COUMSIANETERS 
COPRONIMVS. 


Copronimus his beginnings and hereſies, The 
renolt and defeat of Artabaſdes. Pope Z a- 
charias ſends Legats to Copronimus, but is 
deluded by him. 4 Councel of Tconocdaſp 
Bishops held at Conſtantinople ,- and their 

| Decrees. The Patriarks debaucht life and mi- 
ſerable end. The Martyrdom of St Andreuvu 
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Calabite and Stephen. Miracles uvourght for 


the Catholik doitrin of Images. A Synod at 
Teruſalem condemning that of the Iconoclafts 
at Conſtantinople. Copronimus his Emba 
#o King Pepin, A Conncell at Tantilly neer 
Paris , and an other at Rome againſt the 
Tconocl afts, The misfortune and end of Co- 
Pronmus, 


Cearen. 


| year of our Lord 741. this Em- 75.444;:. 


peror began to reign alone , being but 

22. years of age. The Authors who writ his 
life ſay he wasthe Monſter of mankind, in- 
-Famous for his beaſtly ations, therfore to 
the lirname of Coprovimmns ( giuen him for 


— 


Zonar. 
Miſcel, in 
Conſtant. 
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craying the Fort when = was baptiſed) |} 
was added that of Caballinns. No Ha | 
did he aſcend the Imperial Throne but he 
ordered by an Edi@ , all the Images of | 
Chriſt and Saints to be not only thrown 
down from the places where ſom of them 
had yet remaind , but trod and ſpit upon, 
eſpecialy thoſe of the Bleſſed Virgin, to 
whom he bore a particular ſpite , and 
would not haue her called the Mother of 
God ; for, he yas a Neſtorian in his indg- 
ment , though be durſt not ownit publik- 
ly. He was alſo a Magitian ; inuok't the 
Deuils, and offered victimes to them,with 
the bloud vyherof he vyas acuſtomed to 
rub himſelf. He commanded the reliques 
of Saints should not be' honoured ; $ Jer 
hee had a great ueneration for the ſign 
of the holy Croſs, becauſe Chriſt dyed 
| upon one, and in regard it toucht his ſa- 
cred body, And yet yas ſo peruerſc and 
ſtupid as to ſay that the Virgin Mary vvas 
like a purſe vyhich ought not be ualued 
longer than the money js init : and that-at- 
ter Chrift was born, she deſerued no more 
reſpect than other women. 
His infamous life , tyrany, and new he- 
- refies made him ſo odions to his ſubicagg 
| that ſom of them deſignd to rebell , and 


—_ wry io 
eee Rr ee Cn a—,— _- n 


AN et CRg-ap—— —_—— —_— * —_——__ erage Ang c———— . - 
Ne oe I M NAPes acre exihory unedearecea ra peiioeeeel i _— I: . -. ” 00 mg yg —yg— mo I TR args _— 
II oa ee Ie eas agar we Rar rey SPI or Wore Tn =r—_—— _— _— - wh 
. 
, - 
_ 0 1-09 Ones we acearuannetd..o. oo wawweo wenn et gp een rt ee ere 


5 ——_—_ IRIS o— x Prone: 
ws pagina. ——_ 


SDSS. Rr e- aares. to ep. 


any ro retain 


5 v 
- 


_—_ ow 0 WW 30 of 


of the Tconodlaſts. 25 
chooſe for their Emperor one Artabaſdes 
2 Catholik married to his ſiſter , as like- 
wiſe Gouernor of Phrygia and Bithinia, 
The Emperor diſcouered the deſign before 


 4rtabaſdes xnew of it 3 to preuent vyluch, 


he march't with an Army. to Craſus 18 


Phrygia , under a pretext of curbing the Teopkil 
rSiat 6th From that Town he writ to his 


brother in law, deſiring him to bring along ' 
with him his children, to the end he might 
comfort himſelf with his and their fighr, 
and receiue his aduice concerning the war. 
But 4rtabaſdes hauing bin aduertiſed he had 
reſolued to deſtroy him and his children, 
marched towards the Emperor in battle ar- 
ray, and: hauing met in the way Bezer, 
who was ſent with troops to ſurpriſe 
him ,xilled him, and defeated that party; 
and afterwards fell upon Copronimus his * 
Army ſo fiercely and unexpectedly, that ir 
was totaly routed , Copronimus eſca- 
ping with much adooto Longinus one of 
his Generals , and Gouernor of the Eaſtern 
parts of the Empire. 

_ Artabaſdes Knowing the worlt plea for 
obtaining pardonifrom a Soueraign is to 
be ſo well heloned by his ſubicCs as ro 
haue bin made his Competitor withour 
ſcexing it , and' that. meritis a crime when 


Teoph1il. 
Cedren. 
Zonar. 
Miſcel, 
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it makes a man popular, reſolued to pre- 


ſcruce himſelf by accepting of the Empi- 
re, which diſcontented fubieQs had pre(ſ- 
ſed upon him. In compliance therfore 
with their deſire , and for his own preſer- 
uation he ſent Thalaſius to diſpoſe Theo- 
phanes , the Goucrnor of Conſtantinople, 
to his denotion ; which was ſoon effected, 
and Artabaſdes , with uniuerſal joy pro- 
claimd Emperor , the Gonernor hauing 
aſſured the Senat and people , that the Ar- 
my had giuen him the ſame title, afcer that 


Conſtantin was Killed in the battle. But thar 


which occaſioned much laughter , was the 
ſudain conuerſion of 4»aſtaſius the preten- - 


ded Patriark who conſidering that Ara. 


baſdes was. a Catholik, and that the people 
had ſet up again the holy Tmages , none 
vvas ſo foryvard in vvorshiping: them, 
and curſing the memory of Copronimmus as 
thar hypocrit, who had turnd Iconoclaſt, 
and þerrayd his Maſter St Ge1man , to be- 
com Patriark ximſelf. And 'riow in hopes 
of beipg confirmd in that dignity , ouer- 
ated his part ; ; and fromthe Sulpir , to'd 
the 'people', he” found' 'hirmfelf obliged i in 
conſcience to diſcouer'ts 'them , how 
thar infamous ' and” impious 'Copronimus 
had before his departure from: Conſtan- 
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tinople , ſpoke theſe yyords to him. Do 
not belieue Patriark , that the ſon of Marys 
who is called Chrift , is the ſon of God ; he 
is but a man like the reſt ; and his Mother called 
Mary concetued him iuſt as my mother ( called 
Mary alſo) conceined me. This Exaſperated 
the people ſo much againſt Copronimus , 
that they cryed aloud thouth he had bin 
living , they would neuer obey him asthcir 
Emperor. 

Within few dayes it vyas afſured thar 
Copronimus vvas not only living, butmar- 
ching yvith great forces towards Conſtan- 
tinople. Artabaſdes paſſed his Army ouer 


"into Aſia together vvith his ſon Nzcerasto 


encounter him. He ſent his ſon into Bithi- 
2:44 wvith an other body of men to diuert 
and dinide the Emperors Army : they had 
good ſucceſs at firſt : but Copronimus alli. 
ſted by two of his Generals, ſurpriſed 


_ Artabaſdes , and routed his Army neer $ar- 


dis , notwithſtanding a braue reſiſtance : 
himſelf eſcaped , and retired to Conſtan. 
tinople. His ſon Nzcetas after many Skir- 
mishes , came to a general engagement, 
wherin the victory vyas doubrfull untill 
his Coſin Tzridates , vvho commanded the 
Armenians , VVvas Killd , and Longinus and 
Siſnius bent all their forces againſt Nice- 
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fas; who after the loſs of the battle, re- 
treated to his gariſons, and prepar'd for 
an: other fight. Copronimus following his 
good fortune , put under his obedience all 
the renolted Prouinces of 4{;a, and marcht 
ſtreightro Conſtantinople, vvhich he be- 
ſicgedan. 744, and rook the ſuccor which 
Artabaſdesſent by ſea for its relief: wher- 
upon Artabaſdes himſelf enred into the 
Town, and diſcharged it of ſuch as vyere 
not fit, and reſolued to fight. 

Nicetas haſtning withan Army to ſuccor 
his beſieged Father, was defeated at Nz#- 
comedia , and made priſoner by Coproni- 
mus , Who had pafled with his beſt For- 
ccs into Aſia, leauing others to continue 
the ſiege of Conſtantinople « Whither 
being returnd , he shewed Nzceras to his 
Father , who not yeelding , but growing 
deſperat at ſo ſad a ſpeQacle , the Citty 
was taken by aſſault the ſecond of Nouem- 
ber ,after two months ſiege. And though 
 Artabaſdes made his eſcape together vvith 
his eldeſt ſon Nzcephorus , whom Patriark 
Anaſtaſius had crownd as vvell as his Fa- 
ther , yet both vyere taken nor long after, 
and Artabaſdes and his two ſons eyes puld 
our,the Cirtty left ro the ſoldiors diſcretion, 
moſt of the people maſſacred or maimed 
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without mercy; Artabafdes, Nicephorus; 
and Nicetas led in chainsthrough the pu- 
blik places, and 4»-2/{aſius the falle Pas 
triark after hauing bin ſadly cudgelld, 
mounted upon an Aſs with his face back: 
wards, was carried in triamph,for his in. 
conſtancy and treachery to Copronimms. 


| And yet this ſame Emperor finding none 
| ſo fit for his purpoſe as ſo ungratefull 
and infamous an hypocrit , reſtored. him 


to the patriarchal dignity, upon his renoun- 
cing again rhe Catholik Faith; and upon 
his promiſing to be of any re:igion his Ma- 
jeſty would preſcribe. 

To Gregory 3. Bishop of Rome ſucce- 
ded Zacharias, a zeatous Catholik, and yet 
a politik and moderat Pope; for that not- 
withſtanding his Predeceſſors Cenſures a- 
eainſt the Iconoclaſts , he hindred Lyzr- 


prand the Lombard ( whole power he 
Feard) from retaking Ranerna and the Coun- 


trey belonging to it; inhopes the Emperor 
would ceaſe from perſecuting the Church. 
To induce him therunto , he ſeat Legats 
to his Mijeſty as ſoon as he heard of his 
Fathers death; but Ar/abaſdes hauing pol- 
feſſed hiniſelf of Conſtantinople, as vve 
haue ſeen, the Legats remaind there untill 
the reſtitution of Copronimus , who after 
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he had recouerd his own, treated then et 
uily,and ſuſpended the perſecution,hoping. 
therby the would Pope continue his ggod 
offices for his intereſt in Italy ; and beſides: 
the Caliph of the Saracens dying , and great« 
diviſions arrifing abou: his ſucceffor, Co 
pronimus thought it more for his aduanta- 
ge to lay hold of that occaſton, and regain, 
ſom part of Syria, than perſecute his own 
ſubies. He ſent therfore the Legats back. 
loaden with good words and fair promi- 
ſes, though he neuer intended to perform 
any. For, returning vvith ſucceſs from Sy-: 
ria, he fell to his old yvayes,, and laught- 
at the Pope for belieuing hing And though 
God punished and almoſt 'unpeopled & 
Top';t, Breat part of his Empire vvith a new Kind 
Cedren. Of diſeale, yvherof men vyere forwarned; 
Wijcel. (asvycll as of their death , for none that 
T-coder, Aickned , eſcaped) by litle Cri ffes, which 
feud orde jnuifibly were faſtned to thelk cloathes; 
4s: ek yet becauſe this iudgment reacht not his 
erſon, it made no impreſſhon pon his: 
hardned heart , bur rather. abuſing Gods 
mercy , boaſted that this indemnity , as 
well as his conqueſt of Armenia , and 
the birth of his ſon, were rewards of his 
zeal agzinſt the worship of Images ; not- 
withſtanding that the fierceſt Iconoclaſts, 
(and 
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(arid aitiong them his Patriarett Anaſtaſius) 
dycd of that firange diſcaſe. 

But beeauſe hitherto the 7conoclaſts reli- 
gion had not bin fauored by any Chureh 
authority , and was ſo contrary to the doc- 
trin- and praiſe of Chriſtian antiquity; 
Copronimus was aduiſed by ſom ambitious 
Bishops, to gain as many of their caraQter 
and condition as he could ; not doubting 
bur that yvith giuing hopes of fagor-and 


preferment, he might get a ſufficient num- 
ber to beare the name of a generat Coun- 


cel, which himſelf might ſummon from 
that part of the Empire ;next ro Conſtan- 
rinople, witYour eonſulting the Pope , of 


the other Patriarks. The aduice and proie& 


took ſo vyell, that by promiſes and threats, 
he got rogether i in his Palace 338. Bishops, 
ready to obey his commands. But there 
being no Preſident or Head in this their 


pretended Councell , (the Patriark Ana- 


ftaſius hauing dyed a litle before ) Coproni- 
mus named two to preſide, Theodoſius Bi- 
chop , of Epheſus, and Sinus Paſtillas 


Bishop of Perge. They late andatted from Trophit, 


the ſecond of February 754. untill the 20. 
of Auguſt, in the Emperors Palace, tothe 
end they might vvith more conveniency_ 
xnow his vvill and pleaſure in matters of 
G 
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Faitlr, and- Wenn, Hom their definks 
tions and Decrees. But this being: murmu- 
red at, they thought ficto remoue,'whicn, 
all was agreed upon : Copronimus himſelF. 
ooing before them in ſtate to the Church: 
of our Lady of Blaquernes , Vyhich he had 
before prepared for their reception, by 
defacing all the rich Imagery therof bothr 
painted and Moſaik work ; whither being 
come, the Emperor mounting upon-@ high 
place at the left ſide of the Altar , ouer 
againft the Imperial Throne , made a-dil- 
courſe of that reformation of Chriſtianity 
which now he had ſetled in the Councel; 
then commanding a certain Monk called 


Conſtantin ( vyvho had bin formerly depo: 


fed from a ſmale Bishoprik in Pamphilia 
for his ſcandalous ond debauckhr life) to 
aſcend to the ſame place, yvhere himſelf 
vyas; and Shewing him to the Aſſembly, 
pronounc't in a loud yoice theſe words, 
long line the ecumenical Patriark Conſlantins 
and vvithout anyother form , or ceremo- 
ny, this vvicked fellow vvas declared Pa 
triark of Conſtantinople. | | 
In this Conuenticle ( vyhich themſelues 
called the ſeuenth cecumenical Councell ) 
their main drift vyvas to confound the 
notion of 1»:age vvith that of 7dol. + But 


a 
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beeariſe this could-nort be- dof vyittioue' 
changing the nature and names of things, 


. | and that their horrid falſifications of Scri- 
'| pture,and Fathers co confirm their impoſtu- 


res were diſcoucred, they took a new vvay 
to plant their doQrin and publish their. 
Decrees, vvhichvvas, to follow the Em- 
peror and the Patriark to the. Imperial 


Pia534,and there command the. people 10.45, 
hold up. their hands , and ſweare by the $7: 


Croſs, the holy Ehangeliſts , and the body 
and bloud of Chriſt , { the Iconoclaſts re- 
ieted not the Catholik do@rin of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation ) that from. thence forward 
they vvould hold Imagesto be Idols, and 
all vvho vvonld vyorship them ( though 
not yvith that ſupreme LZarria vvhich is.due 
only to God , but vvith an inferior reli- 
$ious honor due to Saints ) to be Idolaters. 
And then all thoſe Bishops cryed aloud, 
Nowv at length the wvorld is freed from idola- 
try 3 as if forſooth , their coumerfeiting 
and compliance, together vvith the force 
and fraud vyhich vvas impoſed upon the 
people vvere a reformation or confirma- 
tion of Chriſtianity. The Emperor had a 
mind to draw them on to a farther point, 
to renounce Chriſts Diuinity , and the ho. 
Agr as vyell as the interceſſion of our 
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Layd the Mother of God ; and of the 
Saints ; but he vyas perſuaded to giue ouer 
that attempt, as being of dangerous con. 
fequence; and becauſe the people might 
not think there had bin any fuck deſign; 
they made Decrees againſt any vyho would 
ſay. Chriſt yvas not God, or that his Mo- 
ther and'the Saints ought not be prayed 
unto to intercede for us Fhey yvorded 
them thus. 7f any doth not confeſs that the 
alwuayes bleſſed Virgin Mary is properly and. 
truly Mother of God ,and ſuperior to ail Crea- 
tures viſible and inuiſible ; and doth not implore 
ber interceſſion vvith ſincere Faith ;as hauing 
liberty ( or powuer ) wuith him voho vuas 
born of her, Lethim be Anathema. Then fol. 
loweth that concerning the Saints thus, 
Tf any doth not acknovvledge that the Saints 
ought to be wvorshipr ( or venerated) before 
God ;both ins ſoul and body , as hauing liberty, 
(or power ) to interuene or intercede for the 
wvorld , acording to the traditton of the 
Church , let him be Anathema. Notwithſtan- 
ding theſe Decrees Copronimus continued 
ſtill in his blaſphemies againſt 'the Mother 
of God, and rhe Saints, and burnt as ma- 
ny of their reliques as he could lay hands 
on, but had ill ( as was ſaid) a great ve- 
neration for Crofles., asif theſe were not 
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Images or repreſcntarions of Chriſts paſ. 
fion, and his true Croſs. 

: Though-many took the new Oath which 

theEmperorand his Bishops had preſcribed 


for belicuing that Images were 1dols ; few 


or none; beljcued themſelues, becauſe the 
nery words declared the diſtintion, and 
the Monks were ſo zealous in explaining 
it wherſocuer they came, thas it was im. 
poſſible for Copronimus to propaget his 
religion by ſo mercenary a Councel, and 
ſo incredible an Oath. Therfore ſom of 
his Miniſters who were Neſtorians , told 
him , that Oath did rather preiudice than 

omote his reformation , for it being 
made the Teſt , or diſtiniue ſign of loyal 
ſubiets as well as of reformed Chriſtians, 


' the tendring of ic , would . corrupt both 


Church and Rate , none being to be em- 

lloyd in the Commonwealth who refus 
ſed to take thar Oath ; ſo that all places 
of truſt and honor would be ſoon filld 
op with perjur'd perſons, and ſuch will 
not ſcrupule .more to aCt againft their So- 
neraign , than to forſweare themfclues. 


_ Wherfore they humbly begd of his Ma- 


jeſty he would be pleaſed to think of ſom 
other publik inftrument which honeſt men 


might ſubſcribeumo, andſweare, without 
- WW 
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. forfeiting their indgment,, or diffembling 
their Faith. That none could ſwcare Ima. 
ges were Idols without falling unto at 
leaſt one of thoſe inconueniencies. That 
"nothing was more inconſiſtent:with the 
LHafcty of a Prince , orthe quiet of his Do. 
minions , than officers indifferent for any 
'Oathes which. might aduance them. Thac 
ſuch men ſerued the times , not their King; 
whoſe intereſt ad perſon they wauld ell 
whenſocuer they. could make a good bar- 
gain for themſclues, That if he would 
make Chriſts and his ſaints Images 74ols 
indeed , he should declare againſt Chriſts 
Diuinity , and, againſt his Mather and fer- 
wants ſanity. That whether this was con- 
ſcientious he xnew beſt, they examined 
not ; they were ſure it was more coherent 
to the notion of an 7dol, which ſignified 
the likeneſs of what was not, andtherfore 
if Chriſt was not Gad,, the Image thar re: 
lated tohim as God and man,and by which 
the Chriſtians wershipt him as both, muſt 
naue bin an 7dsl, as alſothe Images of his 
Mother and Saints, which repreſented 
them as the Mother and ſeruanrs of God, 
wheras if Chriſt had not the Diuinity and 
humanicy united in one perſon , neither 
yas he God , northey the Mother or (ep- 
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uants of God , and by conſequence their 
Images were bur 7dols, or falſe ſimilitudes 


of what had no ſuch real being as was 
Held by thoſe who uenerated them. 


- - Fhough the Emperor lik't vvell of this 


 aduice (himſelf alſo being a Neſtorian in 
his indgment , as hath bin ſayd )'yert he 


Knew not how to bring it about ,' by rea- 
ſon of the: oppoſition he found'in the 
Bishops, and appeard by the Decrees they 
had made in-their Aﬀembly concerning 
the Divinity of Chriſt. Howeuer he refol- 
ued ito found his Patriark: Conſtautins rem- 
per , as he had once before that of 4naftr- 
ſius ( his Predeceſſor)) in the fame matter. 
.Takiog him aſide, askt him, Y/hat harm 
vere it Pairiath's if henee foruvard voe'did 
not call Mary the” Mother 'of God -, but only 
the Mother of Chriſi? Conſtantin though Con- 
formiſt enoughiin otheripoints , yer ftack 


at this, and caſting himſel farthe Emperors 


er, anſwerd,God forbid ,y0ur Mairſty Should 
entertain: ſuch a thought.:D you not ſee hovy 
execable the memory of one of my  Predeceſſors, 
( Neftorius ) 7s, for hauing maintaind' (uch's 
propoſition. The Emperor uexed to find fo 
-Sreat reſiſtance in aman raiſed by himſelf 
to humor'ihis paſſion ; and promote what- 
ſocuer-religion he would'thipk fir, diſſems 
Wei 8 G 111 
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bled , and replyecd , Do mot you je that 1 
ask't this queſtion to K nowv vubether it be & 
woint of Faith ? Lets zalk no more of it , and. 
haue you a care that no | ining Creature knouw: 
1 ſpoke to you of this matter. He wvas ſorry: 
to haue diſcouered himſelf ro no purpoſe, 
ina buiſneſs, yyhich if published , vyould 
make him. yet more odious to his people: 


But though Conſtantin Kept Copronimus 


his cquncell , yet he found art length by 
t0O late experience, that not any thing is 
more dangerous ,'than to he truſted vyith 
the ſecret of a yyicked ang jealous Prin- 
£6. For, 0 -50:!: | 
From that houre the Emperor reſolued 
to ruin his Patriark, firſt in his reputation, 
and afterwards depriued him of his life. 
The firſt he did cunningly , the laſt cruel. 
ly.-The Patriark, as vve .haue related, had 
bin depoſed from-his firſt Bishoprik for 
his debauchery, and vyas ſtill af a looſe 
life. Copronimus being.ſo great 82.coemy 
to the Monks , cold Conſtantin that he 
could not endure any thing vvhich ſauo- 
red of the Monaſtical profeſſion, and thar 
he hauing bin a Monk before. he yvasa 
Bishop , and upon that ſcare unmarried, 
he vyould haue him take a vvife, and be 
more in the Court than inthe Church. This 
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pleaſed Conftantin nery much ;-and acor- 
dingly took a bedfellow , vvas continualy 
in Court, often inuited to dine at the Em- 
perors table, and to ſee all thoſe diuerti- 
ſements vyherwith yyorldly men -delude 
themlelues , and driue away the ſerious 
thoughts of death and Eternity. After that 
the Emperor had rendred his Patriark thus 
ridiculous and infamous; he ſuborned ſom 
Apoſtat Monks to ſweare that he had 
ſpoke moſt unworthily of his Majeſty, 
vvherupon he vvas banished to the Ifland 


of thePrince. Heer hg gaue uent to his paſ cdrom 


ſion, and feing him(ſ(@kf ſo ill uſed, he diſco- 


| uered that ſecret vyhich untill then he had 


Kept, and diſcourſed vvith euery one how 
Copronimus had ſolicited him to reuiue the 
Neſtorian hereſy againſt Chriſts Diuinity, 
and the Bleſſed Virgins title of Gods Mo- 
ther, Copronimus being informed of all, 
had him brought in chains tqQ Conſtanti- 
nople , and there cudgelld , and vyhiprt 
yvithout mercy after that ſentence of de- 
gradation had bin ginen againſt him by 
Nicetas (anilliterat Eunuke ) vvhom Copro- 
ni1mxs Vyvould needs name Patriark. Then 
he commanded that Conſtantin should be 
ſtripr and ſet upon an Aſs, vvith his head 
and cychrowes. Shaued-, and thus led by 
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his-own nephew ro the publik Theater, 
and there moſt ignominiouſly treated. 
From thence he vyas ſcnt ro prifon, and 
thither fom Senators yvere ſent to him, 
to asx , Vvhat he thought of the Emperors 
Religion? The miſerable man hoping to 


-mollify. the Emperors heart-vvith a flatte- 
ring anſwer ſayd, that his Majeſties Faith 


vvas pure and moſt Orthodox; vyherupon 
his head vvas immediatly ſtrucx off, and 
he made an example of mans fraud and 
frailty. £ 

Though Copronimus had prenaild with 
ſo many ambitious Blthops at Conſtantino. 
ple to difſemble their Faith, yet he could 


-not ſtop'the*Monxs mouthes , nor fright 
-or flatter them out of that belief vyhich 
. they had inherited from their Founder 


Saints Baſilius. And though he forc't ma- 
ny of them to leaue the Citties 'and-liue 
in Mountains and deſerts ; yet many left 
the cells. and caues wherin they had bin 
retired, and came to -exhort .and repre- 


'hend Copronimus in Conſtantinople. Two 


are moſt famous for their conſtancy, and 
his cruelty» The firſt is ſaint Andrew, fir- 
nam'd Calabyre, for hauing lined his whote 
life in a Cabin. and deſert of the Iſland of 
Candia untill he: heard of Copronimss his 


of the Teonotlmſts. BY: 
perſecution. Then he wear fraight to his 
Imperial Citty, and there lodged alſo ina 
Cabin neer our Ladyes Church, ſpending 
the night in prayer , and the dayes-in prea- 
ching , he cponfirmed the Catholiks in theix 
Faith , and confuted that of the Icono- 
claſts with ſo much zeal-and ſucceſs, thar 
the Emperor reſolued to put him to death, 
eſpecialy after that.one day hetold himto 
his face , neer the Church of ſaint S4bas, 
where the Martyrs, yvere tormented in 


| his preſence , that, he. was an other Iulian 


Apoſtat , and a-.perſecutor of JESVS 
Chriſt. YOGORPOn: he had him vyipt to 
death. 


The other was. ſaint Stephens the yonger i; Ste- 


who led ſo miraculous and Angelical a : 


life in the mountain of faint Auxertius,that. maſe. 


Copronimus reflefting upon his great cre- 
dit , and the influence he had upon the peo- 
ple of Aſia, ſent the Senator Caliſtus (an 
eloquent, but a wicked, man) togain him 
to his ſide ; that-not ſucceding, he ende.. 
vored to diſcredic the, faint by hiring two 
falſe Witneflels who {wore he had bin too 
familiar vvtthan illuſtrious and. holy Wi- 
dow called 4», vyho lined in a Monaſte- 
ry of Nuns. 4» vvas examined, and deny- 
ing the fa&, was torrurd., and dycdin the 
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corment. Her ſeruant that accuſed her was 
in recompenſe of her periury married to 
the other Accuſer, by whom she had wo 
children, twins; to whom while she gaue 
ſuck ; they ſtuck ſo faſt to her breſts, that. 
they neuer could be drawn from them, un- 
rill that vipers generation together with 
the Mother dyed, 

' Notwithſtanding this indgment in fauor 
of theſe two Saints innocency , ſaint Sze- 
phen was banished to a remote Iſland, but 
vvorking there many miracles vvith the 
Images of our Sauior, and the B. Virgin, 
he vvas ſent for to Conſtantinople ; at 
Chryſopolis in his way thither , he confured 
the chief of the Iconoclaſt Bishops moſt 
learnedly. In the Imperial Citty , and in 
preſence of all the Court and people, he 

did the ſame vvith a yulgar argument, but 
| anextrauagant ation. Shewing a peece of 
the Emperors coyn vvith his Image,ſtampe 
upon it, he askt the Aﬀembly whoſe pic- 
eure that yvas. They anſwering it vvas the 
Emperors , he caſt it into the dirt, and 
crampled it under his feer. At whichrhe 
Iconoclaſts being: uexed , they fell upon 
the good old man, and vvere carrying 
him in great haſt to throw him into the 
fea. Bur the Emperor ſtopt them , and rc- 


beth MER 4 G's c—_ IF WW vY « x3 '8 2 


of the Itonaclaſhh m3 
ferued the ſaint for greater rorments;who 
told his Majeſty, that if he thought him- 
{elf injured (_ as reaſonably he might ).in 
his Image; he might alſo belicue that Chriſt 
vvas injured by vvhat the Iconoclaſts did 
to: his ownand the ſaints pitures. But no 
reaſons could appeaſe Copronimus his anger, 
he ſent Stephen to priſon, where he found 
342. Monks in fetters and full of ſcars and 
ſores which they had reccined for pro- 
feſſing the Catholik worship of Images. 
In the priſon the faint vyas almoſt cut to 
pieces, and then dragd through the ſtreets 


of the Citty ſo furiouſly , that his limbs za s. 


were ſcaterd,, and caſt into the Pelagium, 


_ ealled ſo, becauſe the Emperor had demo: j,! 
liched the old Church of the Martyr ſaint Zonar. 


Pelagins, and made it a burial place for 1n- 
fidels and Malefators. He, who gaue the 
mortal wound to ſaint Stephen , was him- 
felf truck vvithan other, though iguifibly, 
and dyed immediatly. Many othets vvcre 
in danger ncer the Emperors Pallace, whe- 


re alone a shower of-hail of an incredi- 


ble weight and greatneſs fell at the ſame 


time. Fhis man vvas ſo much reuered by 


the Chriſtians of the Eaſt , that all the 
misfortunes vyhich hapned afteryyards to 
Copronimus , vvere by them attributed 


"Teoph, 
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to his-cruelty- againſt: ſo. great 4 Saints 


Even the publik calamities yvere interpre- 


ted prinar chaſtiſements-inflifted by God 
upon the Emperor-, for perſecuting of 


Stephen: thoſe great Mountainsof Ice, and 


ſnow , vvhich threatnedto batrer and bury' 


under them the vyalls and Citty of Con- 
ſtantinople, vvhen they vvere driuen upon 


it by the winds , after the fea had bin fro-. 


zen thirty cubits deep for one hundred 


miles, and menwalkt upon it from Euro-: 
pe to Aſia, The loſs of Copronimus his. 
_ great Army ſent againſtthe Bulgars , emba- 
rkt upon twothouſand fix hundred ſmale. 
Veſſells. Strange Meteors that appeared irr 


the air. Theſe and other extraordinary ac-' 


cidents vyere looktupon as ſo niaty rhatks* 


of Gods. indignation” againſt Copronimus 
his perſecuting St Stephen, and the wor- 
Ship of Images. I do not fay theſe vvere 
Miracles; bur. if the yyorld miſtooke them 
in rhat age for ſach', thar doth ſufficiently 


euidence the Chriſtians yvere fo: far from 


thinking Image vyorship Idolatry unlaw- 


full, that they belicued God wrought Mi-- 


racles to panish ſuch/as thought ſo. 
Yer in this uery tyme were wrought 
dts Miracles to confirm Image 


vvorship ; the interceſhon of. Saints , and 
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+; [the honor exhibited to their reliques. -In 


Beritus, a Town of Syria , that uery year 


765. the Iewes crucified Chriſts Image, as 
[| their forefathers had 'don himſelf ; and 


run a Jance into its ſide, to the endnothing; 


might be omitted of yyhat had bin donin 


Jers{alem the day of our redemption. Im- 


mediatly gushrt out of the: Image ſuch a 


great quantity of bloud and: vvater ,. that 
the Churches both. of the Eaſt and vycſt 


vycre plentifully furnishe therwith , and 


all diſeaſes infallibly cured. All the Iewes 
yvere conuerted , yvhich- proues there was 


no conſpixacy or cheat in the buiſneſs, 
beeauſe they managed and published ir. 


themſelues. And not only - the Eaſtern 
Church doth celebrat the memory of this 


Concil. v2 


ATR. 4. 


miracle, but the ſecond general Councell 


of Nice doth relate it as unqueſtionablez 
in which Conncel were many Bishops 
who might haue bin witneſſes to it , or 


2t leaſt heard it from thoſe who were: 


preſent , or neer the place where ſo great 


a prodigy happend. Neither Copronimus 


himſelf , or any one of the Iconoclaſts 


could contradict the truth of this ſtory , 
notwithſtanding their concern in prouing - 
it falſe , to juſtify their dorin 'and per-- 
ſecution.” The other Miracle was a conti- 


Teophan, 
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nual otic, andin ME rorece own ſight. 
For., in St Exphemias Church dew. all. 
ſorts of people;went to pray to the ſaint; 
and worship her: xeliks ;an_infroit number” 
were cured of all diſcaſes by an odorife-' 


rous--unguent -that ran from her Shrine. 
This alſo.could'not be the:<ffet of coue- 
rous Monks ; for: they. might haue ſould 
the unguent ( which :was-a' certain cure ) 
tothe! Aportecariesgpr any others;ifor mo- 
re:money than they could. ger oy it.in their 
Churth. 

The miracles weaughr no! orkier effect 
upon: Copronimus than to increaſe his 


hatred againſt the ſaints, theif interceſſion, 


their worship and: that of. their reliques 


andImages. Inſfo muchthat notwithftan- 
ding his Councel of Iconoclat:Bikhops 


had defined. thar praying ſo ſaims:;-as In- 
rerceſſors, was Catholik dodrinzahd _ 
thematized all who fayd the:contrary; 


_ the. Emperor: pretending 10! be'iſpit ral 


_ eucry-one of his ſubie&s:; both eccleſia- 


head:o "the Churckr, as: weltagtemporal, 
alla: our Orders to-all his: officers; thar 


ftieal. and. lay: perſons; ; should take an Oarlr 


of abjuration againſt nor.only the worship 


of ſaitits Images, bur againſt-thar 'of the 


faints themſelues, their reliques, and their | 


interceſſion 


4 


MK Bo AMP RAM 45=m©P=©pſoc MH 


pp, Dae 


— a wick ce & a uw 


- » OTE ' eq wn 
SS: T*_— © 4 Ms " atk 
= BEG 25S I C Il 4 
ee 102 Oe aa: 
tt ES regs ' 


| of the Teonoclafts: 07 
. | inferceflion. And becauſe the aforchaid: 
L.| reliques and body of the gtorious Martyr” 
-| St EnJhemia were not only an eylſore to 
him ; bur a cleer conviction ( by dayly Mi- 
racles). of his obſtinacy , he commanded 
hercoffin and body tobe thrown into 'the 
ſea; which arriving arthe Ifland of Zeſpzos, 
was honored 'deuoutly. by 'the Catholiks, 
and 22. years afterwards brought back to 
Conſtantinople , when the: perſecution 
ceaſed, One circumſtance did much heigh- 
ren it : Coſmas Bishop of Epiphania in Syria, 
had 1ould 'and* waſted the plate of his 
Church, and fearing to be ſeuerely puni- 
shed by his Metropolitan: for: ſo' great 
fault, he declared himſelf Iconoclatt, and 
implored the Emperors proteCion. This 
tceond fault was a ſufficient ground for 
the excommunicarion' which noc only his 
ownMetropolitan; but the two other Pa- 
triarchs of the Eaſtern Church iſſued forth 
againſt him.The fame three Patriarchs,who 
were Cofme of Alezandria, Theodore of 
Antioch, andan other Theodore of 'Icru- 
falem , in a general Synod of the Eaft ar 
lerufalem cenſured nor only the revolted 
Bishop Coſmzas , but condemned asherett- 
calthe\Iconoclaſts Councel' ar Conftanti- 
nople /, and ſent a ſubmiſſive 'and Syno- 
; H 
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dical letter to the, Bichop of Rome , pI- 
ving, him an account . of their #aQ and. 


Faith. | 44 3Q int Is 


| This zeal of the land Pacriarchge! 
(which Coprozixass called infolency ) did-{@t 
incenſe him, that he commanded his Lieu+: 
tenants and Goucrtiong , Michel of Meliſte,: 
Manes of Galatia , and Lacanoedragey of 
Thracia , to maſſacre or torment as many 
Catholiks as refuſed to take the Oath of 
abiuration. This laſt was moſt cruel in exe- 


cuting his Maſters Orders, eſpecialy againſt 
the Monks ; whom as wellas all the Reli-. 


vious women of his goucrnment he ſum- 
mqn'd to the plains about Zpheſus , and: 
there proelaimd they should cither marry 
one an- ather,, or -immediatly have their 
- eyes put pace: f=.1 06a tothe Iſland 

of Cyprus. Such as were weary of a regu- 
lar life , and: like nat to be blind. or bani- 
shed , coupled: themſclues together. The 
others ( who were the greater pare) were 
content rather*to:laofe their fight ., than 
renounce their Faith; and were {cnt out. 


of hand tothe place of their cxile; where 


they all dyed glorious Martyrs. At the ſame 
tyme the Gouernor ſent his baſe ſon Teo 
with one of the Apoſtat married Monks 
through all his Gouernment.; when thele 
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met any one that carried reliques about. 
him; he was burar wich them. Others were 
whiptto death; others after their hair and 
beards were dipr in-oyle or pitch, were 
choakt with the ſmoke -and fire therof: 
others dyed by the ſword. Som few were 
permitted to line afier being tormented, 

to the end their fighr might fright their 
friends. ' To'this Gouernor the Emperor 
writ a letter acknowledging the grear 
ſatisfaction he had of his good ſeruices, 
alluring him that they should be rewar- 


| ded , and that no ſeruant naderftood better 
his Maſters inclinations and intentions , 4 


than Lacanodragon did his. - 

- Theſe cruelties obliged Paul Bishop of 
Rome ( ſeing other Popes Legats had not 
bin ſuecefsfull- in negotiating vvith the 
Emperor } to ſolicit Pep/z King of the 
Gauls, or French,that he vvould be pleaſed 
to ſcnd Ambaſſadors, as a Chriſtian King, 
together vvith his Legats, to Copronimus,' 
deſiring him to deſiſt from perſecutivg the 
Catholiks; yvhich vvas readily condeſcen- 


| ded unto. They arrived at Conſtantinople 


in a time the Emperor vyas not in acon- 
dition ro purſue his defign of falling upon 
Italy, his vvhole Nauy and Army hauing 
bin loſt a litle before ,"going againſt the 
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Bulgarsz and therfore hee anſwered tliey 
had prenented him, for that he-vyas them 
ſending an Embaſſy to King Pepjyto moue 
2 mariage between his ſon- Leo and the 
Princeſs Giſile Pepins daughter 3 therby ia 
eſtablish a perpetual peace and. amity be- 


rween the two Crouns. That as for his 
proceedings in point of Religion,he would 


1cnd ſom of his Bishops-to giue the King 
and-all France reaſons for what.he had 
don. And therfore with: the ſix Senators 
which he ſent as Ambaſſadors;, went alſo 
the ableſt Bishops ofthe Iconoclaſts- 
When they came to King Pepins pre- 
ſence ,the Ambaſſadors moued the allian- 
ce, and demanded for a portion with- the 
Princeſs , the reſtitution of the Exarchat 


of Ravenna ,and other Eſtates, which Pepin 


had beſtowed upon. the ſea Apoſtolik. 
The chief of the Bishops made a-long 
ſpeech ro excule the perſecution, it being 
abſolutly neceſſary for the preſeruation 


and purity .of the Chriſtian Religion z 


which had bin ſo extremely corrupted 


(though inſenſibly ) with Idolatry , that 


if God had not opend this Emperors and 


his Fathers eyes, and ſtirr'd up their zcale, 


there had not bin in the Church any ſign 


of Chriſtianity ; for the Paſtors and Prelats 
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of the Iconoclaſts. ror 
therof were ſo blind , that they would nor 
ſee how cleerly God prohibits the making 
and worshiping of Images in the uery firſt 
precept ofthe:Decalogue: This they-would 
make appeare to his Majeſty in a National 
Synod of the French Bishops and Clergy, 
whenſocuer he would think fit to heare 
them pads 243: 
_ King Pepin anſwered the Ambaſſadors, 
that ir was the cuſtom ofthe French Prin- 
Ces , to marry with one an other; and be- 
ſides, that theEmperors ſon, not being a 
Catholik, he could not marry his daughter 
to him without the Popes allowance. As 
for the Exarchat of Rauena , he had iuſt- 
ly got itby his ſword from the Lombards, 
and diſpoſed of ir , and that the gifts of 


'Kings ( like thoſe of God ) ought. not be 


recalld. [Then turning: to the Iconoclaſt 
Bishop , he to!dhim, ir was impoſſible, {o 
uiſible a profeſſion: as that of adoring 
Images for Gods, and ſo extremly oppoſicr 
to Chriſtianiry;couldcree pinto-the,Church 
inſenſibly , and without being obſerued, 
or oppoſed: by any of the innumerable 
Paſtors and Prelats therof; whoſe duty and 
practiſe had alwayes bin ta watch and 
preach ag inſt any the leaſt nouclies in 
doQtrin and worship. That Conſtantin the 
; H 11 


10% The Hiſtory 
firſt Chriſtian Emperor ; who pulld down 
Idolatry , ſet up and worshipt ( with 'ap- 
probation aand applauſe. of thoſe' puteft 
rimes) the uery Images and publik wor- 
Ship in Conſtantinople which Copronimns 
and. his Father deſtroyed , and burnt as 
Idols; that for his-part, he could not con- 
prehend, how there could be ſo great igno- 
rance in the Church for'ſo many ages, as 
not ro underſtand rightly the words of 
Scripture, and the true meaning of the 
firſt commandement; or if it was rightly 
underſtood , how the Church men could 
be ſo wicked as to conceal the rrue ſenſe, 
and contradict their own conſcience , and 
damn all the ſouls whoſe ſaluatian depen- 
ded of their inſtruction. That it was alto 
ſtrange, ſo many learned Monks and Bi-' 
Shops as Capronimus had tormented and 
put ro death , would ſuffer , arid refuſc 
his favor, and preferments, upon ſo foo- 
lich an accounr as the worshiping of Ima- 
Yes, if it be not lawfull. "That it would 
be hard to perſuade the world, men were 
not honoured and injured by the reſpe& 
and afront don to their ſtarues and pictu- 
res: and ifthis was agreable to reaſon , he 
taw none , why Chriſt and his Saints 
might not be hononrd and iniur'din theirs. 


of the 1Iconoclaſts. -1OF 
That in the firſt commandement God did 
not. prohiber., but proportion and limit 
the worship of Images , acording to the 
rules of reaſon z and theſe dictar as cuery 
perſon ought to be worshipe or reſpeted. 
acording ro his quality { religiouſly or ciui- 
ly , more or k{s ſubmiſſicely,as he 1s quali- 
ficd ) ſo his ſimilitude may , in as much as 
it repreſents his perſon. Butthis he would 
remit ( as they deſired ) ro the diſcuffion 
of that Synod which he deſigned in France, 
to heare their defence. 

The King aduertiſed the Pope of all that 
had paſſed, and the Pope approued of the 
intended. Synod , which mer at Gemti!y 
ncer Paris. And though the Ads therofbe 


not extant , yet by the conſtant beliefe 4: 


and practiſe of the GallicanChurch, and 
the Popes writing for the learned Bishops 
therof immediatly after the Synod , to 
affiſt atthat which was held at Rome, con- 
ccrning the ſame matter of Image wor- 
Ship., it. doth ſufficiently proue that the 
Emperors Bishops partred from France 
with as litle ſatisfaction as his Ambaſla- 
dors. The Roman Synod was held by 
Stephen 4. who ſucceeded Paul. The French 
Bishops who afliſted therar , were Arch- 
bishop Vilicaire of Sens , Lulle of Mo- 
- H 11 
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guntia , Gauien of 'Tours, Addo of Lions; 
and cight more, uery learned men. Theſe 


rogether with, thoſe of: Italy and many 


others, condemned Again the Councel of 
Conſtantinople and its. Iconoclafts ,as he- 
retiks, and approued ofthe Synogical let- 


rer which the three Patriarks: ofthe Eaſt 


ſent to the Pope, andof their Cenſures a- 

gainſt the ſame Councet-and its. erfors. 
=» #722, 2d becauſe it. was obieed. by.the Ico- 
a4 Carol, nQClaſts that Saint: Gregory the. Great in one 
c. 12. art. of his Epiſtles ſeemes to limit the naſe of 
&> /.,, Images to the inſtruction of the faithfull, 
-2.53- condemning their worship , Herulphe -Bi- 


Shop of Langres quated the ſame Saint 


Gregories Epiſtle to Secundinus ( to whom 
he ſent the Images of Chriſt, of his bleſſed 
Mo:her , and of the_ Apoſtles Peter and 
Paul ) wherin he tells him, that we do.not 
proſtrat our ſelues before the Image of 
our Sauior, as if it were aDeity; but by 
that at of proſtrating our ſclues before 
the Image , we adore him vvhom it re- 
preſents, either newly born, or,dying , or 
ſirting in his Throne. So that he approucd 
of worshiping Images as ſuch , but not as 

Gods or Idols. 

Copronimus ſeing there were no hopes 
af the French alliance , and of the relſti- 
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tution of whar he had loſt in Italy, and 
that his Councel and errors were con- 
demnd by the Patriarks of the Eaſt as well 
as by the Pope, by whom he was exhor- 


' red to returii to the Catholik Faith, and 
' threatned with new Cenſares and with the 


loſs ofthe Occidental Empire if he perſe- 
cuted his Chriſtian ſubic&sfor a point and 
praQiſe of Chriſtianity , fell again to his 
old trade of mnrtherivg and maſſacring 
not only Monks, but the Senators , and 
others who had bin conuerted by obſer- 


uing the conſtancy and miracles of ſo 


many Martyrs. And becauſe ſom ofthem 
had bin conſcious of his coniuring , arid 


offering Victims to the Deuils in a place 


withour the Citty where once ſtood the 


Church of Saint Maura the Martyr, which. 


he had 'pulld down , he put all them as 
their Confeſſors to death , fearing they 
would tell tales of him, though few men 
were ignorant of his Diabolical ſacrifices, 
and therfore the ſeal of ſacramental Con- 
feſſion needed not be broke to publish 
them, He was ſo obſtinart in his errors, 
that to preuent cuen after his death , the 
reſtaring of the Catholik Faith, he would 
not marry his eldeſt ſon and ſucceſſor 
Leq Porphyrogenitus | to Trene , Who was a 
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Catholik , untill she abjared her profe 
fion; and turnd Iconoclaſt. To folemnize 
her change of Religion as well as the ma- 
riage, he liad her cround Emprefſe, and 
created his two ſons Chriffophty and Nice- 
phorus , Ceſars ; and their yongeſt brother 
Nicetas , Nobiliftimo , which was the third 
dignity after the Emperor. Theſe three he 
had by E«doxia;Leo was by the King of 
the Axares or Scythians daughter ; and shee 
dying before he was capableof being in- 
ſtructed in her Catholik Faith, followed 
that 'of his Father. 

After this fit of rejoycing , he had uery 
ſad times; the Saracens and Bulgars wor- 
ted him in many fights , and ( which he 
thought wors) Tebericus the Bulgarian King 
outwitted him after a moſt *hamefull man- 
ner. Copronimus had friends ( that is , ho- 
norable ſpies ) in that Kings Councel and 
Court , and by their intelligence had de- 
feated the Bulgars ,-and waſted much of 
their Countrey. The King ſent to the Em- 
peror a'iruſty Meſſenger to aſſure him that 
he had rather pay to him a tribute, than 
be maſterd by his own ſubieRs ; and be- 
cauſe he Knew his Majeſty had friends 
among them , and that theſe would con- 
curr with his deſign of making himſelf 
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his Vaſſal , which could not be effected 
withour the Knowledge of ſom , and 
that he durſt nor confide in any Bulgats 
who were nor engaped in the Imperial 
intereſts , he defired his Majeſty ro Jer 
| him Know who they were, Copronimus 
unwarily ſent him their names , and he 
immediatly had their bodyes ſaw'd, and 
pur his Army 'in order to march againſt 
rhe Emperor ; who was ſo uexed to ſec 
himſelf foold, that before he could com 
10 front the Bulgars Camp , the Phyſitians 
deſpaird of his life. He was embarkt for 
Conſtantinople , but thinking: ro reſt at 
the Caſtle of Seroneyle one night , before 
he could land there , he erycd out that 
he was in horrid. pains and flames of fire, 
and that he was condemnd to continue in 
them for all eternity , for having blaſ- 
phem'd and dishonoured Mary ; vvhom 
now ( by his laſt vvill and Teſtament) 
he commanded $should be honoured in 
the vyhole Empire as the Mother of 
God, and care taken her Church of Bla- 
quernes, and that of Saint Sophie ( vvhich 
two he had moſt prophaned ) should be 
repaired ; and then he dyed , the 14 
of Seprember an. 775, in the 56. of his 
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age, to the great joy of all the yyorld, 
cuen of his Fiignds and Fauorits, vvho 
ſtood in continual feare of his jealous 
tyrannical humor. The caraQter which the 
Greek Authors giue of him js , thathe Was 
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JTHE FOVRTYH: 


The Seplanings of the Reign of Leo the 4.+h His 
politik moderation at firſt , and cruelty after 
wuards. His ſacrilege , vohence enſued his 
death. Of Conſtantin and Irene his ſucceſ= 
ſors. Their manner of Policy toreftore Catho- 
lik Religion.” A Countel called at Conſtanti- 
nople and diſturttl bythe tunuliuous ſolators 
ſet on under hjnd+ by the - Captain of the 
Gards, wuhich.vvere disbanded by ſtrata- 

_ gem: 4 general, Councel held at Nice in 
Bithinia. The” Catholik Religion reſtored. 
The difference betuveen Irene and her ſon 
Conſtantin their misfortunes and death. 


4He hortible death af Copa, to. 

gether with the hatred which all 
ſorts of people bore againſthis perſon and 
proceedings, made his ſon I.co, (now ſole 
Emperor) conceal his intentions, arid curb 
his inclinations ; vyhich vyere no leſs per- 
uerſe than his Fathers 2 as $ appeared, when 


= 
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he thought it ſeaſonable to declate them, 
But refleting upon the dangers vyherun.' 
to new Soucraigns are expoſed by the 
diſcontent of perſecuted ſubieRs,he fteerd* 


a courſe in* gouerning contrary to that 


which Copronimus had Kept. He didnot 


pur in execution the / penal lawes , and 


connined at the banished Bishops and 


Monks. return. Withthis he appeaſed the- 


Orthodox party, but nener permitted them 
to ſetup Images. The Iconoclaſts he plea- 


ſed by diſtributing much money to the ſol- 


cdiors., and fauoring the- Officers ;.in ſo 
much that they all ſworehis yong ſon Em- 
peror and his fathers. Callegue , without 


| being ſubornd or ſolicited therunto. He 


vvas very Kind to his ſiſter 4nthſa; vuho 
had. bin bred a Catholik by a holy Nun of 
the ſame name, at the inſtance of her Mo. 
ther the Empreſs Eudoxia , notwithitan - 
ding*her hasband Coproxineus his auerſion 
againſt the Nuns perſon and profeſſion. 
But Enudoxia lying a; dying in childbed- 
and hearing. of the' Miracles the: Nan 
wrought in . confirmaztian of Image vvar-: 
Ship,and how conſtantlyshe had ſufferd the 
cruel torments to which Copronimus had 
ſentenc't her, yvith his permiſſion $he ſenr” 
for 4nthuſa,and begd her prayers for her. 
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life and ſafe deliuery. The holy Nun prayd 


in her, preſence and aſſured her She should 
lige, and be ſoon and fafely deliuered of a 
boy, and a girle; vyhich profecy being ue. 
tified , the girle vyas called Anthuſa, and 
bred in the Catholik Religion by the Nun 
ſo virtyauſly , that she profeſſed perpetual 
chaſtity , and diuided all her rich patrimo- 
ny among the poorexcept what shee reſer. 
u'ed for building hofpitals,and other pious 
yvorks. 

Thiscalme laſteduntill the Emperor was 
informed that his vvife yyorshiprt Images 
in her Cloſet, though she had (worn to his 
Father , she belicued they vyere Idols,and 
yvould alwayes continue in that belief. 
This intelligence raiſed a moſt furious 
ſtorm, Leoran inarageto 7rexes Cloſet, and 
finding there no Images, ſearchr all cor- 
ners and coffers, to as litle purpoſe. But at 
length be yvyas aduertiſed by his ſpyesthey 
vycreſowed up in apillow , vvherof the 
Empreſs made uſe ; this-prouing true, (for 
there vyas the lmage of our Sauior', and 
that. of his Mother )he reuiled her vvith all 
the ignominious termes , that zeal and pal: 
fioncould ſuggeft to a louing and diſobli. 
gedhushand. He offered to forger and for- 
$iue the fault, if she'yyould confeſs it, and 


Teophil. 
Cegrene 
Zonar. 
Mi ſcel. 
l.z3. 
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diſcouer thoſe who helpther to the Idols. 
But she knowing that to betray herſelfand 


Catholiks to her husband;, was no part of 
her duty, denyed the matter. At laſt it vyas. 


diſcouercd by a Courtior- who expeted: 


preferment by telling tales , that 7ames, 


Captain of the Gards Szrategius and Theo- 
hanes; two of the bedchamber , yyere 


they vvho heJpther to the Images. Hereup-. 
on they yycre cudgeld, vyhipt , and their 


flesh torn from their backs; then led uper 
Aſſes through the ſtreets of Conſtantino. 


ple; and loaden yvith chains:and bolts,caſt 
into a dungeon, vyvhere Zheophanes ſoon 


dyed , the two others.ended their dayes 


in a Monaſtery ; and the baſe informet 


was made Captain ofthe Gards. 

Not long after this ; the Emperor dyed, 
of a ſtrange diſeaſe , occaſioned by his ſa- 
crilegious couetouſneſs. In the Church of 
Saint Sophia vvas Kept a. Croun of gold, 
ſet vvith- the richeſt: prctious Rones the 


world could afford. It yyas a gift which 


the Emperor Heraclius had conſecrated to 
God in that Temple, and Copronimus: him- 


. felf durſt not touch it. Yet his ſor Leo 


rook-it from the Altar , and wore it upon 


| his head one day that he was to go through 


the Citty'in ceremony! and ftate. Ar his 
return 
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| zerarn rothe Pallaceyhe felt his hiead picrc't 


with an intolcrable pain ; and cuery one 
perceived a circle, as itif were of burning 
coles encompale the ſame, inſt where the 


Croun had bin :he was forc't ro lye in his 
| bed, and dyed in atiery short tyme , in the 


11. year of his age ,and the 5. of his reign. 


CONSTANTIN 
AND IRENE: 


_ gouernd nor only as Regent , du- 
ring the Minority of her ſon Conftantin 
( who was ten years old ) but as if the Em- 
pire had belongd to her of right; being a 
witty and judicions woman , she gaind 
both Senators and foldiors,, to aflert it 
for her during her life', and being a Ca- 
tholik in her. hearr;she refolued to reſtore 
thatReligion. The Iconoclaſts, who Knew 
whartshe was in her inclinations and pri- 
nat denotions, endeuored to proclaim N7- 
cephorus, her late hasbands brother , Empe- 


peror , which $he prenented after diſcoue- 


ring their plot , by punishing them, and - 
banishing him. And to ſecure herſelf and 
| I 
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her. child in the Throne , $she- fore't his 


other Vnclesto take -holy Orders, withoue 
much. Examining their: vocation or 1ſuffi- 


ciency. forthat tare. of life. She only con+ 


ſulted rhe-preferuing of her awn; and the: 
publik tranquillity. And-to the cnd none 
might prerend ignorance of their;change 
and carafer. , the: ceremony was perfor. 
med by the Pattiark with great magnift- 
cence , all the-Court affiſting atit,, and her 
felt offering upon the Altar thatrichCroun 
vvhich, her, husband had taken from it, 

Her; reign and her ſons ſucceſſion thus 
ſecured, all her thoughts vvere beat, uport 


reſtoring the Catholik Religion.;'a deſign; 
no leſs:dangerous than difficult , all milita- 


ry and civil employments being digided: 
amongſt the 7coxoclaſts. She truſted bur:two: 
men Stazracias. and Taraſius ) vvith-the 


ſecret, and yet allthe vyorld ſuſpeted she 


defignd a change.She did not profeſsro be a 
Catholix, neither didshe any thing-wherby 
men might iudge the contrary;by this neu- 
trality,she diſcoucred haw ber ſubieaswe- 
re inclind, as to achange in-Religion,vvho 
by diſcourſing ofhers,declaredyrhar them- 


ſelues. vyvould haye don, in caſcshe. fauo- 


redthe Catholik Such | as ſayd,lmages were 
—_—_ , and not Idols, she refolucd-to 


of the 1 coneclaſts.. Tt; 
trnftandemploy. Such as made no diſtin. 
tion betwcen two'ſuch.contrary notions, 
she thought fools or Knanes and ther- 
fore not: fit for her purpoſe : If they had 
vvit,she bclicued they-defign'd (by accom. 
modating themſelues to- that vulgar/error 
and foolish zeal of the people) ro'grow 
powerfull, and head a faction againit the 
youernment, and her reſolution- 

In her Cabinet Councell There vyas- a 
oreat debate, vyhether it yyere conuenient 
to fer out an edict for liberty of conſcien- 
ce, and for making Catholiks capable of 
employments: this being the firſt ſtep that 


could be made in their favor, and abſolur- 


ly neceflary for the endiinrended ,-it vvas 
the: firſt thing: raken into conſideration. 

| Stauracius ( a man who accommodated 
himſelf to' all times, and ofa yyary, or ra- 


{her feartull diſpoſition ) yvas againſt any 
Eiuch declararion , or employing of Catho- 


liks/, untill *their number vere: greater 
thant'thar of the Tconoclafts. Bur Taraſins, 
as yyiſe and more reſolate;, and religious 
thanhe, fayd they could nor expect ſo great 
2 number of” Iconoclaſts vyould be con- 


| uerted:.to; the Carholik Religion , if this 


vyere norconntenanc't: ' That the employ- 
ivg of a few Catholiks , vyould conucrs 
I 
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many heretiks. Thar ſom Catholiks vyerd 
of ſo great merit,*none cauld murmur a 
their preferment, *Thart for his- part; he 
vylshe the Empreſs: vveuld declare herſe} 
Catholik. That great affairs are nor cont- 
paſſed by being afraid to attempt then, 
'That in doing them by halfs, we berray our - 
_ Fear; and ſtop inthe mid vvay, as if vve re;| 
ſolved ro run back at the firſt appearancy 
of oppofition. That nothing encouraged 
ſo much the common people to inſfolency 
and rebellion ;astheir obſerning the Soue- 
raign, durſt nor 6wn his region, nor ma. 
ke uſe of his power , and prerogatiue ; it 
being certain-that he who dares nort'ſay 
vyhat he ig, and firiues nor to be yvhat he 
oughtta be; vvill ſubmit to any thing, and 
com-to-be nothing. Thar in a change © 
Religion the multitudes nature ( whichin: 
clinestonoueley) ought to be more confi: 
deredihan their number. 53 4 
That it vvas @ principle of the Tcono- 
claſts to own the Emperors ſpiritual ſupre- 
macy ; and that ( as Head of their Church) 
Copronimings had confirmd-, and ſfomimes 
altered their pretended-general Councels 
Decrecs. That if they did.nor ſtiokinow to 
that principle of the Soucraigns fpiritual 
{upremacy , they changed their own Reli- 
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erd gion; ,and moſt of themſelues would iidge, 
al it vvas more .reaſonable the 'Soucraign 
ie Should alter it than the ſubiets, He con- 
eff cluded , their Religion yvas ſo abſurd, 
ns. that no. man of ſenſe yvho examind its 
| grounds ,could be of it.- P 
zur. That-as the Prince his fauor, tide own 
ref prinat intereſt, had bin: the-only motiues 
icel 10 embrace the Iconoclaſts. reformation, 
ed the ſame: now appearing:'on the Catholiks 
cy fide, vyould-draw all met thither-; Thae 
ze-f if any vvere Iconoclaſts upon the ſcore of 
a4. conſcience and education, vyvhen once-ir 
"if were their: jarereſt to-examinand inquire 
ay more-ftrifly ints the grounds of theit Re- 
hell ligion , they -vyould. ſoon. diſcouer their 
nd] former miſtakes, and their preſent account 
off in embracing a truth ſo beneficial as the 
n-f| Catholik vyould be upon the: Wuingforth 
f£ that Favorable Deelaration. , .. - 

The Empreſs likt-ſo wellof Taraſia his 
o-f| opinion,thar he reſalned ro follow it and 
ef put the. management. of the -whole affair 
hj]| into his hands. Fo-fit kin for her deſign, 
es] Paul the Patriarck who-retired hinelf in- 
3 to a Monaſtery,co do, pennance for having” 
col diſembleds. his. Faith during; the former 
al | Emperors reign ,and dying with the gricf 
1+-| rhetof, by a moſt perfeR aft ofcontrition, 
I ij 
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She' natned 7araſizs his ſucceſſor , though 
her firſt thoughts were of 'marrying him; 
but he was fo well qualified for the Church; 
and ſo beloued by all forts of people, thar 
the ecledtion was approued of with ge: 
neral applauſe , and appearance of joy, 
Himſelf only reſiſted , reſoluing not to ac. 
cept of it untill the people had bin diſpo- 


ſed: to admit of a Catholik: Councell, 


wherunto they would ſubmir. their iudg- 
ments in matters of Religion, he declaring 
to the whole Aſſembly that he was a Ca- 


tholik, This reſolute and ſincere way of 


proceeding was ſo acceptable, that all the 


= i» People cryed aloud, they were uery wil- 


| "s ry ling to haue ſuch a Councell , and be di- 
CORCEL. 
Nicen.t. 


rected by it. Wherupon Taraſivs was con- 
ſecrated Patriak on Chriſt maſs day an.78s. 
Both he and 77exe gaue an account of all to 
Hairian Bichop.of Rome,and ſent him'their 
profcſlion of Faith by the Bichop of Leon- 
tjus deſiring his Holineſs as Vicar of Chriſt, 
and ſupreme Paſtor of his Church to preſfi- 
de in the Councel.cither in perſon, or by his 
Legats: The Pope:ſent , as ſuch, Peter an 
Archprieſt, and an other Peter, Abort of 
the Monaſtery of St Sabas , vvith an ex- 
eellent letter, shewing. the difference be- 
tween Images and Idols, and proving it 
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ugh by Scripture and Fathers; .-he quotes many 


m; 
at 
ge: 
DY» 


of the Greek Church ; eſpecialygrear faine 
Baſiiswords in his Creedand epifle agdinſt 
1ul;an the Apoſtat. | 7 be/ieue in one God), the 
Trinity , Incarnation , &C.- Þtake alfo wvith 
the holy Apoſtles , Prophets and Martyrs, wuho 
ſupplicat to God forme , thas by their media- 
Hon our moſt benign Lord may be. propitions to 


I, Þ me, and forgiue me my ſins, For vohich cauſe 


1 honor and openly adore the hiſtories' of their- 
Images : for , this hauing bin- delinered' tousgby 
the holy Apoſtles ought not 'be- prohibited, ther- 
ore wwe. erett their floryes"in all our Churches. 
And St Iohn Chriſoſtoms upon the' parable 


of the ſeed. 75 mor the King imjured: by the 


violating of his garment ? Do not you kubvy 
that' he vuho injures the Emperors Image,doth 
in jure the imperial dignity , and the Emperor- 
himſelf, as being its prototyp, Do not you Knovu 
that he wuho inueighs againſt the Image , or 
ſtatue, is not condemned as fpeaking aoninſt an 
inanimat thing , but as ſpeaking againſt the 
King himſelf ? &&, 7A | I 

All things thus. prepared'and the moſt 
eminent Prelats- of the 'Empire com to 
Conſtantinople , the Iconoclaſt Bishops- 
(fearing that liberty -of confcience being 
granted, and. Catholiks declared: capable 
of employments, their. qwn impoſtures- 

| | H iijj 


£congerfatiqn ſo pleaſing.that nature ſcemd. 
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againſt holy Images would be Ae 


and themfclues deſpiſed and;cmpouerisht) 
reſolued to oppoſe the reſtoring of the Cas 
tholik Religion in the_general Councelli 
and to that purpoſc had their conſultations; 
and Cabals. Their fation was headed by 
the Captain of the Emperors Gards, aman 


whoſe broken fortun had bin repaird by 


uniuſt forfeitures of the Catholiks eſtates; 
during Copronimus his perſecution. He was 


the ficceſt they could fix upon for their 


purpoſe, not only for his concern in op« 
poſing any Religion ( himſelf had none ) 
wherby his intereſt might be preiudiced, 
bur becauſe he boxe a particular malice to. 
the Empreſs. 


Yet now he pretended to be moſt Ny 


toher and her ſon, and they belieued him, 
notwithſtanding the common ſaying , that 
3 reconciled enemy ſeldom is a real friend, 

and Taraſius his frequent aducrtiſments, to 


beware of a man-whoſe only policy and 


conſtant practiſe had bin, to cel and betray 
thoſe. yvho truſted him ,-or relyed upon 
his promiſes, which were moſt politiue, 
when he leaſt intended to perform. His ex-: 
traction was ſo.noble, his perſon ſo com- 
ly. , his expreſſiqns ſo quaint and pithy , his 
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to have conſpired with his own artifices 
co:make him the Deuils Engincer in pro- 
moting hereſy and rebellion , by preten- 
ding loyalty to his Prince , and friend ship 
to the Catholiks. For, though he was the 
Butefeu of the Iconoclaſts party , and had 
corrupted all the officers and foldiors of 
the Gards , and encouraged them to make 
ſeditious applications to the Emperor and 
his Mother, for recalling the Edifts in fa- 
vor of Catholiks 3 yet he perſuaded their 
Majeſties he abþhoxrd this way of procee- 
ding z but humbly aduiſed them ro yeeld 
10 the times, for fear of greater inconue- 
niencies. The Empreſs not thinking fit to 


| follow this aduice, or condeſend to inſo- 


month of Auguſt; the Emperorsalſo wenr 


al ] lent demands , he gaue fecret Orders to 


ſom of his truſty Officers , that as ſoon as 
the general Councel were aſſenibled , the 
Gards hould Marchup to the Church, and 
force it to diſperſe; nay bid them not ſpare 
the Emperor and his Mother ; in caſe there 
would be any reſiſtance made by the peo- 
ple,and their Maieſties perſiſted in carrying 
on the deſign of reſtoring the worship of 


| Images, and the Catholik feligion. 


All the Bishops met ih the Church of 
the: Apoſtles Sr Peter and St Paul, inthe 


122 The Hiſtory 
thither , and took their ſeats inthe gallery 
that lookt into the Church. After the ordi- 
nary Ceremonies , thedebate of Religion 
began. Ona ſudainthe Gards march'tup ts 
the Church ; 'and with arms in their hands; 
bid the Prelars be gon, and not preſume to 
condemn the Religion 'or memory of their 
Emperor and benefaQtor Copronimus ; if 
Teh. they departed not ſudenty; they would cut 

their throats, The Empreſs'ſent ſom of her 

retinue to appeaſe the ſoldiors , bur they 
9 , grewinſolent, and threatned her and her 
41 ſacra fon; wherupon $he retired and bid the Bi- 
«an: #- Shops do the ſame. Taraſius thePatriark was 


_ Cedens, ti- 


moris ut. To litle frighted with this tumtile;that from 
lum ſigni his ſeat he went to the Altar'to offer ther- 
Pat upon the unbloudy ſacrifice of the Maſs 
mcpitſe- With as great tranquility of mind as-he- acu- 
©:cm ſtomed to do. None ſeemed-to be more 
' troubledar this ſedition than the Captain 
ofthe Gards, who rais'd it,and proteſted he 
xnew nothing ofthe matter; But one ofhis 
confidents diſcouercd allto the Empreſs. 
He ſuſpeQting histreachery was known,re- 
tired from Court for fear of being dealt. 

With as he deſerucd, 
'The Empreſs calls her Cabinet Councel, 
and askt what was to be don? Stauracins 
ſayd he had alwayes feared and fortold 
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what now they faw ; and ſtuck till to his 


: old opinion of doing nothing , or not at- 
tempting anything which wasdificult,ſee- 


ming tocenſure the: Patriark of too 'much 
preſſi ng and precipitating affairs;and ſayd; 
That thoughin planting a new Religion, 
we ought to expect Miracles, yet in reſto- 
ring or eſtablishing the old , it was rather 
atempting of God than ſeruing him, to 
expect any; and that without a Miracle ir 
was impoſſible to reſtore the Catholik 


Faith and theworship of Images in a gouer- 


ament wherin the Army and the ciuil Ma- 


Liſtrat were Iconoclaſts.That it yas better 


diferr the intended change until the hand 
oftyme might work the multitude unto a 
better temper , and ſom oportunity were 
offered wherof .the Empreſs might take 
hold without danger, In the mean tyme 
he thought ic her beſt courſe to. run with 
the ſtream , and gouern by the lawes that 
were in force , and: declare her ſeif and 


the Emperor auerſe to Catholiks, though 


they had deſired liberty for tender con- 
ſciences upon politik conſiderations of 
quieting mens minds. , and encreaſing the 
trade. Yer ſeing this was not agreable to 
the humor and intereſt of the greateſt part 
of the ſubictts , they ought | to. glue them 
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the ſatisfation they. demanded for ſetus 
ring their properties, and Religion. This 
diſcourſe together with Stauracius his als 
liance and friendship with the Captain of | 
the Gards, occaſioned a ſuſpicion-that they 
underſtood one the other , arid that Szau- 
racins had no Religion, though ſeing the 
Empreſs ſo bent upon the Catholik , he 
fcignd to be of the ſame , therby to haue a 
hand inthe goucrament , and in her moſt 
ſecret deſigns, from which he might exclu+ 
de all who vvere not. his own Creatures. 
The Parriark ſurpriſed and ſcandaliſed 
at this diſcourſe, told Srawracins, he nei- 
ther ſpoke like a good Chriſtian , nor a 
wile ſtateſman. Not like a Chriſtian , be. 
cauſe he would haue the Empreſs profefs 
2 falſe Religion: adding, that though we 
are not to expe Miracles in reſtoring the 
true one, when there arc haman meanes 
to do it, yet though the difficulties should 
appeare greater than in that'caſe ;"and 
God inſpired. the Emprefs::to- reſtore; ir, 
She might without rashne(s. or preſump- 
tion attempt it, and if neceſſary ;texpet 
Miracles; for that. , Divine inſpirations 
onercom natural impoſſibilicies;/-and are 
rational encouragements for us ro ende- 
uor what God infpires.; nay they are cn-. 


tl. 


4 
bs 
's 
(+ 
© 
$ 
1 
1 
> 
: 
; 


of the Teojotlaſts. * "bad 


gagements and affurances that'by his Om- 


nipetency he vvil make our endeauours | 
effefua] ,. though: vve eomprehend not 


how,no more that holy mendo whenthey 


are inſpired to reuine: the dead, or com- 
pals any other inſuperable difficulty. Bute 
there vvas none ( heſayd) in reſtoring the 
Catholjk Faith to the Empire. That it mighe 
be cafily cfected , if their Maicfties would 
apply their power 10 the maintenance of 
their - prerogatiue.,” and let the ſubiecs 
xnaw they had as much reſolution as righe 
to make them obey , and not intermedle 
with concerns fo much aboue their ſphere 
as thoſe of the Church, and ſtate. Thar ic 
was not his precipitation og'preſſing for 
liberty of .conſctence , brought things to 
the confution they were in , but Stauracins 
his timorouſne(ſs and irreſfolution , wher- 
by.the' Iconoclafts councells grew vigo« 
rous:, and themſelues inſolent. Fhat to 
diferr the punishmene of their ſedition, 
and rhe: meeting of a general Councel, 


 vvas to haſten the ruin of that litle which 


vvas1efc :of the face and form ofa gouer- 
Aament. $05 12 | ns LP 
: Thar.though it had bin a great ouerſighe 
to haue-yvinkt ſo long at the Captain of 
the Gards cabaling with the Iconoclaſt 


Teoph. 
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Bishops and:the :diſcontented party:; yer 


now that his guilt had made him retire; 
and that party wanted ahead, thoſe Gards 
ought ro; be cashcerd,, and others rayſed; 


_ who. were not auerſe:from Catholik Re: 
| ligion,or at leaſt were ſo well inclindto 


the Emperors intereſt ', as not to diſpute 


his Religion. That tn Thracia and othet 
parts of the Empire , were good Troops, 
wherof the officers might be gaind with 


money and hopes of better preferments; 
That thoſe of Conftantinople might berre: 


mouecd , and for that purpoſe the Empes 
ror himſelf paſs ouer into Afia, as if he. 


were to march againſt the Saracens; and 


then disband thoſe ſeditious heretiks: 


This aduice was approued of: 'The Empe- 


rors with their. retinue- and baggage paſs 


ſed ouer to Aſia , ,and there' the Gards 
vvere forc't to lay down their Arms, ſeing 


themſclues enuirond yviththe Army.:-our 
of yvhich were drawn-other Gards of men 


Catholikly inclind , and the command of 


them giuen to xnown Catholiks! | 


This brisk reſoJution ſtruck ſuch a rerror 
into the Teonoclaſts, that they durft not! 
ſpeak againſt ir. The general Councel (leaſt 


_ any other tumult should: happen in Con: 


ſantinople) was ſummon'd to Nice of 37+ 
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thinia, where the Popes Legats; and the 


deputies of the three Eaſtern Patriarks,mer 
the Patriark of Conſtantinople and three 
hundred and fifty Bishops,, wherof many 
bore the glorious marxs of the torments 
they had ſufferd inthe former perſecu- 
tions. They began that renowned Afﬀem- 
bly on the 4. of September an. 787. in the 
Church of Sc Sophia , and there receiued 
the ſubmiſſion and recantation of ſom Ico. 
noclaſt Bishops , as Baſile of Ancyra, Theo- 
dore of Myra, and Theodoſius of Amorium, 
who. had bin Members of the- herericat 
Conuecnticle of Conftantinople ſom 28. 
years before, Others they remitted to the 
next ſeſſion, becauſe the Conncell was 
nat fully. ſatisfied of. the ſincerity: of their 
repentance. In this firſt they anathemariſed 


_ all who..contemned: Catholix Tradition, 


pretending with Arins > Neſtorius , Eutyches, 
and Dzofcorus , that nothing yyasto be be. 


{| lieusd as Faith, but vyhat-vvas yvritten in. - 


SCripture....-. 


\.-1 
- 


Inthe-next Sefion-they examined the 
Faith .of Gregory. Bichop of Neoceſarea , 
( vyha,vvas reported to be the chief Head 
of the Iconoclaſts )- and the reſt, reſto- 
red them to. the Catholis Communion, 
after that they had giuen all the ſigns of 
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true penicents, Then were read and ap; 


plauded the letters and Confeffions of 


Faith of the Patriarks and Monxs of the 
Eaſt ; as alſo the excuſe they gaue for nox 
being perſonaly in the ſixth , nor in this 
feuenth cecumenical Councel ,. by reaſon 
of the Saracens perſecuting their flocks. 
Adding withall, that their abſence could 
be of no preindiee to the definitions of Re. 
ligion, becanſe the moſt holy Apoſtolik Roman 
Pope had agreed , and had bin therin by biz 
Legats , as nouy alſo. Immediatly after , the 
worship of Images was diſcufled, and the 
lawfulneſs therof proued by Scripture, 
Fathers , Catholik Tradition., undeniable 
Miracles, wherof that of Beritus Was one. 
Then the Iconoclafts lyes, impottures , fal- 
fificarions of Seripture and Fathers were 
cleerly demonſtrated , as alſo that their 
bereſy had its ſonrce from the Samaritan 
Jecarics, and Manichees ; who notwith- 
ftanding were more conſequent in their 
falſe docrin, andin calling 7»-ages 1dols, 
thanthe Iconoclafts ; becauſe rhe Samari- 
tans and lewes ſayd Chriſt was not God, 
and the Manichees ſayd he had not aReal 
body ; out of which error they cuidently 
concluded his 1mzage was an 74do/,as not ha- 
ing a real obiet., But. the Iconoclaſts 

confefling 
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confeſſing Chriſt was true God, and had 


a real body', contradifted themſelues in 
maintaining his Image was an 741, this 
yvord ſignifying the Image of yyhar had 
no real exiſtence. 

Then followed the Chatolik Decree con- 
cerning the Worship of Images , thus. 
Wee declare by this our Decree, that as the <c 
ſign of the Croſs it ſet up in Churches, holy << 
Veſſells, Veſtements, ſtreets, houſes, and << 


highwaycs » fo ought holy Images ; by << 


which name we underſtand thoſe of cc 
Chriſt our God and Sauior, thoſe of our «<< 
Lady the bleſſed and immaculat Mother << 
of God, thoſe of the holy Angels , as well << 
as of all Saints; becauſe the more we ſee «cc 
them, the more we are moued to loue and-«< 
reuerence what they repreſent , Kiſſing «c 
their Images , and worshiping the ſame «<< 
with an adoration of honor and reſpect; << 
but not at all with that true worship of < 
Latria , which acording to our Faith , is « 
due only to the Dinine nature. Yetas well << 
2sto the figure of the holy Croſs, To the << 
bookes of the holy Ghoſpe)l , and other *< 
holy monuments we may offer incenſe « 
and lights tro honor them, acording to the << 


ancient and deuout euftoin of the Church, « 


ſo we may to holy'Images ; becauſe the cc 
"2 
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»» honor exhibited to theſe paſleth to the pro. 
-- totyp:; and he who adoreth the Image, 


- »» adoreth the perſon that is therby reprelen. 


ted. This definition ſuppoſeth thar the 
Iconoclaſts worshipt the ſign or figure 
of the Croſs , and therfore were. not co- 
herent to. themſelues in not worshiping 
other holy Images. 

The word adoration of Images not be- 
ing ſo well explaind in the Latin tranſla- 
tion ſent to the Councel of Frankford , as 
it is in the original Greek Text of that of 
Nice , gaue occaſion tothe miſtake of con- 
demning at Frankford the Definition of 
this. ſecond Nieen Councel concerning the 
worship of Images. But when a true copy 
was ſent to them, they approued their doc- 
trin and Decree, as being the ſame with 
that of the Gallican Church, and of all Ca. 
tholiks. And thenit wasaccepted of as the 
ſenenth coecumenical,Councel through the 
whole world, inthe weſt as'well as in the 
Eaſt; The terms and meaning of the Fa- 
 thers being well underſtood at Conftan- 
tinople, the Empreſs and her ſon receiued 
it immediatly there with great joy and ſo- 
ſemnity ; commanding the Churches and 
all other places where holy Images hid 
bin, to be adornd again with them , with 
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great acclamations and. deuotion Of the 
Catholiks, who were countenanc't therin” 


by the Emperors new Gards which ſtood 
inarms all the tyme of this ceremony. 

\ Long after this, hapned great difſentions. 
between Irenc and her ſon the Emperor, 
in ſo much that they impriſond one the. 
other, each reigning by turn, acording as 


their faRions. preuaild. 77ene, outliu'd her 


ſon, and in him ended the line of Coprozz- 
mus. She was betrayd by Stauracins , bur 
outlin'd him alſo: To ſtrengthen herſelf 
againſt an other ungrarefull Miniſter of 
ſtare, called Aetizs, she reſolued to mary the 
Emperor of the Weſt, Charles the Great, 
who ſent Ambafladors ro moue her in it; 
but they who were her domeſtik ſeruants 
and Councellors , ſeing she had neither 
ſon, nor any neer relation tro ſucceedinthe, 
Empire, and thatshe yvas paſt childbirth, 
croſſed that maſch', and conſpird to de- 
poſe her ſetting up Nzcephorus, great Chan- 
celor of the Empire , in the Throne. This 
man banisht her to the Ifland of Lesbos, 
yyhere in a $hort tyme she dyed vvith 
grief, leauing a document to Soueraigns, 
to truſt rather their next in bloud, than 
thoſe vvho make them jealous of them. 


 AKivgs ſon or brother, is his grearcſt {a- 
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 fery , though he be his immediat ſucceſfor; 
Whoſocuer diuides their .intereſts , de. 
ſtroyes both, and makes vvay for a ſtran- 
gerto poſle(s the Croun, or turns Monar- 
chy into a Commonwealth. Io Nicephorus 
ſucceeded Michael Curopalates; in neither 
of their Reigns happend any thing uery re- 
markable concerning the Iconoclaſts; 
will therfore paſs them ouer , and com bs 
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THE ARMENIAN. 


His beginning , and ineratitude to the Emperoy 


Michael Curopalates.He wuas an Iconoclaſt, 
though he pretended to be a Catholik. He 
defended Conſtantinople, and defeated Crum- 
mus the Bulgarian King. Hovy he deuided 
zhe Catholiks by the aduice. of his Fanorit 
Theodote , vuho employd therin one Iohn 
Yſilas the Deuils Precurſor. His caradcter, 
and preſomption in diſputing and vuriting. 
againſt the Patriark and Catholiks. Theodote 
vamed Patriark by the Emperor. St Theodo- 
reus his conſlancy againſt him and the 1cono« 
claſts. His ſuffering, Miracles , and vuri 
tings for the Catholik vuorship of Images. 


Hichael Balbus his plot againſt Leo diſco- 


ered. His impriſoument ,. and ſtrange de- 
liurance from a dungeon to the Imperial Thra- 
ze by the Murther of Leo in the Church. 


"FE was a ſoldior off fortune , and 
promoted for his. valor to the high, 
| 7 _— 
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eſt military preferments , and to make 
himſelf capable ofthem , he pretended to 


be a Catholik,though he was an Iconoclaft, 


Som foolish prediction ( which was an or. 
dinary praiſe in thoſe times) of his being 
one day Emperor,tempted him to aſpireto 
that dignity during the reign of Nitephorus, 


who cured his temptation by hauing him | 


cudgelld , and confind to a Monaſtery ; out 
of which priſon he was releaſed by 14 
chael Curopalates , and made his General in 
the Eaſt. The thanks he returnd this Em- 
peror , wasto betray him ina battle againſt 
the Bulgars , and afterwards giue our a- 
monsg the ſoldiors that it was Michels want 
of courage and condudt loſt the victory, 
Wherupon they proclaimd Leo Emperor, 
' and marcht with him to Conſtantinople, 
whither Michael had retired ; and hauing 
notice of Leo his approach , reſign'd 
the Empire, ſending him the Croun and 
ſcepter therof, and took fancuary in 
our Ladyes Church , called Phayus. From 
thence he and his children were forc'r by 
Leos Ordets, his ſons made Eunukes, him- 
{c]f and they banisht to remote and diffe- 
rent Iſlands , were they continued untill 
Leos death , though they expected their 
own cuery moment. Six dayes after this 


an —_ ad. | WO "WOK PTY a—_—— dre tt 


of the Tconodlaſts. ' is 
Emperors coronation, Cyumms the Bul- 
garian King appeared with his victorious 


Army before Conſtantinople ; Leo ſeing 


himſelf in danger , thought fit to gain 
the good will of his ſubieas by ſending a 
profecffion of the Catholik Faith condem- . 
ning the Iconoclaſts to the Patriark ; and 
thus all well united, defended the Town 
ſo reſolutly , that Crummus thought time 
loſt before it; and in his retreat was defea- 
ted by Leo, and dyed ſoon afrer. 

Crummus thus defeated: and dead, his 


ſucceſſor not being aftiue, and the Empe= 


ror fearing no diſturbance from Foreig- 
ners,thought ica.fit time to alter theCatho- 


_ lik Religion of his ſubie&s ; and to imitat 


in all his ations the wicked Leo Ifauricus, 
acording to a promiſe he had made to a 
pretended Iconoclaſt Prophet , who afſu- 
red him that in ſo doing , his reign would 
be uery long and proſperous, He began 
with altering his ſons name , which was 
Symbates ,and would needs ( in his coro- 
nation ) call him Conſtantin, becauſe Ifau- 
ricus his ſon was call'd ſo, He conſulted: 
with his Fauorit Theodore , of the ſafeſt 
way to compals adefign fo difficult ; and 
both reſolued that the Catholiks being ſo 
numerous, nothing. could be mn , if 
Lil 
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they. were not firſt dinided among them- 
ſelues; that the only way to effe this, 
was , to ſow, by meanes of ſom of their 
own debaucht and. ambitions Charch- 
men, opinions fauoring and:fauoring of 
the Iconoclaſts dodqrin. That theſe Church- 
men and ſuch as followed their opinions, 
ought to be countenanc'r,, the others per- 
ſecuted , and their chief heads banished. 


* Thar he shovuld. declare his intentions to 


Anonym. 


132 Leon. 


Michael * 
22 wit. 


Tres. 
ſtud. 
T-1-0ſter. 
12 Nicete 
Ap Sr. 3 
April, 


the xnown and conceald Iconoclaſts. This _ 


laſt the Emperor did immediatly, and re- 
comended to Theodore the finding out of 
debaucht and ambitious Churchmen , to 
divide and diſturb the Catholiks. 

The firſt man Thcodexe fixt upon for this 
employment, was one of whole xnauery he 
had experience, for he had betrayd himſelf, 
and in the late diſputes and reuolutions, 
changed often parties and opinions , ſiding 
alwayes with that which was moſt for his 
COnucniency , without any regard to con- 
ſcience. This fellow yyas called 70h , his 
vvit vvas ordinary like his learning , his 
writings dull and tedious ; his life and 
conucrſation ſcandalous, his pride and pre- 


_ ſumption moſt ridiculous , and his paſſions 


ſo unbridled , that his horrid  Oaths his 
raging fury , and extrauagant geſtures gaue 
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him the firname of 7/las , which ſignifies, 
the Deuils precurſor , or Coadiutor. 7heo- 
dote foold him vvith hopes of being one , 
day Patriarx , and preſented him to the 
Emperor , to vyhom Iohn undertoox to 
ditide the Catholixs, 'and diſpoſe them to 
acknowledge/firſt his fpiritual ſupremacy, 
and afterwards to embrace the other 
points: of the Iconoclaſls Religion : pro- 
uided his 'Maicſty vyould banish Nicepho- 
745 the: Patriarx of Conſtantinople , and 
Theodore 'ſluditus , and ſom others vvho 
vvould render his endeuors uneffeQua], 
if permitted to live inthe Countrey. «| 
This Precurſoror Coadiutor of the De- 
ui] went iimmediatly about his buiſneſs, 
and drew to his principles and party one 
Ca;imate , an indigent ' drunxen lying Bi- 
Shop, and a monk calld Antony, vvho had 
taken the monaſtical habit to free himſelf 
from the'punishment vyherwith he vvas 
threatned for his crimes. ' Theſe three ſo- 
licited ali people ro ſubſeribe an inſtru- 
ment of their own deuifing , aſſuring that 
 ſach as refuſed, vyould be punished, and 
ſuch as put their hands to it, should be 
rewarded and truſted. It containda tacit 
renuntiation of the Popes ſpiritual ſupre- 
macy, and a virtal acxnowledgment of 
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the Emperors. Many ſub(cribed to it , and 
many vvho did not, ſaw their hands coun- 
terfciced, and ſer to it. But there being no 
law , nor any legal commiſſion to preſs 
men to ſubſcribe this inſtrument of Iohns . 
contriuing , it yyasſlighted, and himſelf in 
danger of being thought uſeleſs by Theo- 
dote ; bur his villany ſuggeſted ſo great 
variety of other proies to that Miniſter of 
ſtate , that he thought fit to continue and 
countenance him in his employment. 

Tohn obſeruing that Theodote cared 
not ſo much for him as himſelf had giuen 
out amongſt his friends and foes, to fri- 
ght theſe, and confirm the.others in the 
Opinion they had of his intereſt vvith the 
Emperors Fauorit , deſired Antony the 
Monx to fpeaxe to his Maieſty of Reli. 
gion, and to humor himtherin, ſeeming 
to be of his ſenſe in all things; otherwiſe 

- they both and all their fation vvould be 
diſgrac't: As ſoon as Antony vvas preſen- 
ted to the Emperor , his Maieſty asxt him 
vvhat ought men to beliene concerning the 
worship of Images? The Monk anſwerd, 
he did not ſee anything in Scripture that 
fauored it , bur that ſom people ſayd it 
was the ancient praiſe and tradition of 
the Church. The Emperor replyed, AndI 
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declare to you,thar if it be not cleerly com. 
 manded in the Ghoſpell, I will not ſuffer 
either Chriſts,or my ownImageto be wor- 
shipt; Anthony ſayd, his Majeſty had much 
realon,and that all he ſpoke was truth, This 
pleaſed uery much Iohn 7/as the Deuils 
Coadiutor ; who deſired his Patron Theo- 
aote tO moue, that this point might be diſ- 
puted of in preſence of the Emperor, 
vvhoſe opinion he and Anthony vyould 
maintain gainſt the Patriark and all vyho 
yyould fide' vvith him. 

Theodote likt vvell of this aduice, and 
perſuaded the Emperor to ſound firſt the 
Patriark in priuat ; this vvas don , bur fin- 
ding him conſtant in the Catholik Faith, he 
commanded him and all the other Bishops 
and Abbots then-in Conſtantinople , to 
give their attendance in the Pallace; yvhen 
they came thither ,, they ſaw Iohn Til as, 
and Anthony the Monk yvith ſom Icono- 
claſts ready to diſpute with them concer- 
ning the worship of Images, the Empe- 
roxelling the Patriark the Catholiks were 
ſummon'd for that purpoſe, and thathim- 
ſe}f vvould be Vmpire. The Patriark an- 
ſwerd , that matters of Religion ought 
not be diſcuſſed in ſecular Courts, but in 
general Councells ; that the lawfulneſs 
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of worshiping Images had bin defined z 
point of Faith in the laſt cecumenical of 


Nice, and none bur heretiks conld call in 
queſtion ſuch a definition. Thar in caſe it 


vvere lawfull ro queſtion it , he admired 
to ſee ſuch pittifull ignorant fellows as 
Tohn and Anthony fixt upon to diſcourſe 
of ſublime myſteries. That it vvas an argu- 


ment of his Maieſties being already peruer- 


ted, to liſten to ſuch Doors , and offer 
himſelfto indge of controuerſies of Faith, 
he being but a lay perſon. All the Catholik 
Bishops and Abots declared the Patriark 
had ſpoke their fenſe; and all joynd in ſup- 
plicating , his Majefty vyould be pleaſed 
not toalter the ancient belief and practiſe 
of Chriſtendom , after thar it had bin ſo 
lately and ſo diligently examined in the 
cecumenical Councell of Nice , by the re. 
preſentatiue of the Vniuerſal Church. 
lohn 7//as (eing himſelf lighted by the 
Patriark 2nd the other Prelats, ſwore moſt 
bloudy Oathes he vyould be reuenged 
ofthem. To diflame thePatrriark he publishe 
an infamous libel againſt him , vyherin 
after railing moſt intemperatly , calling 
him a Traytcor, and heretik, an ignorant 
Logician , alibeller, 8c. he under took to 


prouc cecumenical Counceclls were not. 
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infallible in matters of doRrin. Two 
things put him into this paſſion againſt the 
Patriarx. 1. That Prelat had not ſo good 
an opinion of Iohns learning as himſelf 
ſeemd to haue , and vyould needs perſua- 
de the world. 2. He thought if the Pa- 
triarx were dead or banisht , himſeif 
would be Patriarx. Theſe were his Mo- 
tives to vvrite that libel in form of an 
Epiſtle ro Anthony the Monx,, and dire 
it to hin iuſt as ſaint Paul did histo 7im- 
thy , or Titus. He pretendstherin to proue 
the Patriatx an heretix, decauſe he ſayd 
it vyas hereſy to deny or doubt ofthe in- 
fallibility ( in matters of Faith) ofan cecu. 
menical Councel approucd of by the Po- 
| Pe. Nothing uexed him ſo much as that 
Prelats pittying his ignorance and laughing 
at his libel , and the vvorlds iudging it de- 
ſerned no better anſwer , the Authors 
malice and ſtupidity hauing bin ſufficiently 
manifeſted by theworx itſelf. It vyas no 
leſs a trouble to him, that (his language 
being ſo barbarous, and his ſtile ſo-unpo- 
lisht ) they who copied this and other + 
bookes of his, and thought co gain much 
by their ſale, were quite broken, for that 
none would buy or peruſe ſuch pitrifull 
Ruff, which Iohn Yliilas had ſtole from 
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Iconoclaſt Authors ; and endeuoring to” 
| diſguiſe it with a dash now andrthen of his: 
own , he ſpoiled the poor ſtationers mar-. 
ket, and ſo mingled and mangled all mat. 
ters and myſteries he treated of, that cuen. 
himſe]f (ifhe had as much ſenſe as others ) 


would haue bin as ſoon weary of reading 
his own. bookes , and would have turnd 
them to the ſame uſe they did; the ordinary 
fare of dirty ſcribling , and foulmouthed 
Anthors. 


Notwithſtanding Iohns ignorance and. 


impertinency , the Emperor, after hauing 
commanded the Catholik Clergy not to 


write , ſpeake , Or meet concerning mat-: 


ters of Religion; and banished the. Patriark 
for not obcying this Order, (thoughar firſt 
he obeyd it ; ) propoſed that Sycophanr ro 
be Patriark in exiled Nzcephorus his place. 


But the Iconoclaſts telling his Majeſty, thar' 


ſuch a Rogues preferment would much 
diſcredit their Church, he was layd aſide; 
and Theodote, though more uerſed in ſtate 
than Eccleſiaſtical affairs, vvas named Pa- 
_ rriark ,as a man of great birth, and pru- 
dence , though yicious and nor learned; 


but uery zealous againſt the worship of 


Images , becauſe he underſtood not the 


difference between them-and 7dols. This 


of the Tconodafts. 143 
choice anſwerd their expectation , his hu- 
man reaſons , and fair promiſes, ( which he 
alwayes performed ) wrought more upon 
the Catholik Bishops , than the Patriark 
Nicephorus his words and tears, and their 
engagement to him of perſeuering in rhe 
true Faith , when. he parted with them. 
They accepted of Theodore for their Pa- 
triarx, and with him' in the Church of Sr 
Sophia, condemn'd the laſt Councel of Ni- 
ce, declaring that Images were Idols, and 
their worship , Idolatry. Wherupon the 
Images were immediatly raxen from the 
places wherunto they had bin reſtored by 
Trene the Empreſs , and burntin the Marxet 
place. Such as oppoſed this fury, yyere tor- 
mented and banished ; amongſt others 
Theophilafe Bishop of Nicomedia, Theo- 
philus of Epheſus, Peter of Nice, Ioleph 
of Theſlalonica , Coſine of Calcedon; be- 
ſides many Abors , as Nicetas a Kinſman of 
the EmpreſsIrene, yyho after hauing go- 
uerned Sicily , made himſelf a Monk ; Tec- 
banes, one of thoſe yvho vvrit this Hi- 
ſtory, and dyed ia his exile in the Ifland 
of Samothracia. But none vvas more crue. 
ly dealt vviththan that moſt holy and lear- 
ned man , Theodore Abot of /{a4izs called 
Studitus. 
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This Theodore ſeing how. pittifully moſt 
-part of the Bishops:had behaued themſe- 
lnes, commanded the Manxs of his Mo- 
paſtery to. go in proceſſion: abour their 
Church, cuery one of them vvith the Imas. 
ee of Chriſt, our Lady , or ſom Saint in 
their hands , ſinging: hymns and: pſalmes; 
and this euzry day when the perſecution 
was at the height. Beſides, when the Em- 
peror perceived the common people mur- 
mured at the-ſcuerity of his perſecution, 
to ſatisfy :them ,- he recalled ſom .Abots 


from their exile; "nie tould thembe would 


not further trouble them 'for Religion , 
prouided- they were-content with a priuat 
Excrciſe therof, and with worshiping Ima- 


ges within the precinQs of their Monaſte. 


ries, and that they would (ar leaſt once.) 
communicat with Theodote the Iconoclaſt 
Patriark , to auoyd-schiſm, and ſcandal: ſom 
of theſe good men, who were not learned, 
conformed to the Emperors will, which 
Theodore hearing , he writ againſt their 
compliance as if ir were a Kind of Apo- 
ſtaly , wherof moſt of them repented, and 
renounc't the Iconoclaſts communion. 
This ſo incenſed the Emperor , that he 
commanded Theodore ( who had bin long 
before banishr) co be pur into a dungeon 
-under 
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under. ground , andehere conſtantly whe 
But his Goaler-ſecing him conſumed to 
nothing , would not be {© cruel. His com. 
paſſion being xnowen , an other ſo tore 
the Saints flesh' wit iripes; char” he-lefr 
him-for dead, tumbling in his own bloud. 

From thence they carried him ro an other 
priſenu'-where 'N:vhol4s , one of his Diſci- 

ples, was Kept, and gaue each ofthem on- 

ce io two dayes ſo ſmalſe a quantity of 
bread ,that- it could hardly Keep one of 

them alive, Theodore (acording to the an- 

_ cienricaſtom of the Catholik Church):car . 

ried about him ſom particles of the holy 
Euchariſt ina litle box, to the end he might 
rectiue the-body of Chriſt in the priſon, 
 asErtmirs did in the Deſerts; where there 

were 'ncither Prieſts , nor Churches, and 

much teſs wine ;to recciue the communion SEO 
inboth Kinds. With theſe ſmale particles peg 
of the Euchariſt he fed his ſoul, and it ſup: Mare. D. 
pliedalſo the want of corporal food, be- ** 47": 
cauſfe' he'gane alwayes his birt of bread fo 

his Diſciple. This was admired at as a Mi- - 
racle in that age , becauſe all Chriſtians 

then (cuert the. Iconoclaſts) belieued, the- 

re was not any ſubſtance of bread ot 'wine 

in the conſecrated hoaſt and chalice. For 

my -part, I donoetatall admire, _ the 
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Ktance'of breX& or wine, oighr neither 


 terffain ory he words 6f confecration 5 


for, ſeing God woulkF hate us merit by be- 
Heuirry t thee Em (whenhe fayd, 7 his is pry body) 
an Grid ourfentes', which ſeemto 
ettidente the contrary, he would ſpoylthar 
defph ; and dimminish both Gur Faith and 
Herit), if men'did dye Rarued , notwith- 


 ſihding their eittng-as much confecrared 


bread a4 might Keep themaliue; if it were 
nottranſubftahifated;; forrhen encry one 
mjplit: dettionftrar byunde niable-expeticn- 
ce the" Miracle”, and Myſtery of Tranſub- 
ſtaftiation. Therfore who focuer belienes 
the myſtery miſt<ccaſe 'ro admire the Mi- 
rate, utitefs he can perſiiade: hitnſelF, thar 
Chtit coriceals' his body from our fight 
atid\Contraditfts' all our other /ſenſes5 and 
yea leaves to every mans power td fired 
out the'trarh of this "myſtery" he incciied > 
to COnEeAl, wes 

"A'Ptenrer Miracle of Ph Aline was _— 


hauin ng writ many terrers'ro thi Cathfolies | 


in'getertl, andtodinersinpatticular*; £x- 
hofcie HE ro'cofnitneconfantinorheis 


| Image worship , one'6f-his'Fereers bling 
ſt:4d 772. 


Caſt into the deuvuriny fanies' of a rerrible 
fire that was burnin? the Honſe'ofa deuorne 
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Widow, ir ſad ently cxtinguished, nor- 
winhtonding hat al all;gzbgr meanes and the 
wat: her: Neighbors goninualy payed 
upgy 3: pravcd unciletual;,.-> - 

$,y vill (cem. a; fiftion.co, ſagh, as are 


Gandalized, -ax the) Gatholik, yyorchip of 


wd:by the ſame! Aurhors, of rcftoring by 
his, prayers 49, perfect health .Zardas. the 
Empgrors. Coſig ,and- Geperal of the Ea- 
fiecgAr BY» yyhcn-he lay, 3: dying,and pro- 
mifed-t9, warship: the, Images: of, Saints 
for, the futuee Theodore. relling. him , it 
-WAas; gpon that condition God did; hinz the 
fayar he ſo.croeftly. begd. But the, 1cono- 
claſt Bischap.of Smirna( where the miracle 
was wrought ); perſuading -him, to. return 
again 39 bis former profeflion,, and giuing 
him a,vigl;of.oyle vyhich.he had bleſſed, 
aflixipg him, yvichall ic vyould preſerue his: 
health, Bardas anointing/himſc}ftherwith, 
fell immediatly ſick, and dycd, notwith- 
tandipghis.roo late inſtances to Theodore 
for .a;{xcond recouery. , _ - 

:That-rheſe, Miracles haye bin cacttted Baro. aw. 
g0Qi years ago in the Archiues and Annals”, "hp 
of the Caiholix Church., is euident to all 
vyho.readthem.. Fhat they yvere not con- 

wradiced. as.to-the, matter of fat by the 
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Iconoclaſts themfelues, nor any fraud dif. 
coucred therin, is alſo certain. That none 
forc't them to a ſence or fecrecy ſo pre. 
judicial ro their' cauſe, is alfo mnaicbie; 
How then contour Miracles to be obiec- 
red againſt the adiers' party , and no an- 
ſwer returned, or recorded; is a Riddle 
not yet ſolued by any vvho prone tO turn 
them into ridicule. © © 
"That the Tconoclaſts fi tence as to theſe. 
Miracles , was not ſtupidity , or want of 
vvit or vvill to difcredit them, is cleer by 
their auſwers'to , 'and obieQions againſt 
thar Catholik doarin , Which they ſaw 
confirmed by the Miracles, and the' con- 
fancy of our Martyrs. To chis.lat indeed 
they ſayd our glory vyould be only imagi- 
ary, ,the cauſe vve ſufferd for, being on- 
Imagery ; and' thar fromthe Image of 
Git? and not from himſelf, vve vvere 
10 expetareward. - 
"I Againſt this''Sr Theodore: xvrit a ſolid 
"Fremile. vvherinhe proued that they vvho. 
ſuffered for” vyorshiping 'Chriſts* Image, 
ſuffered for vvorshiping himſelf; 'becauſe 
.our r adoration or re\] pect is not terminated 
: in. the Image , ” bur in its Prototyp. That 
"'vyhen' vve”louc and relieue* our Neigh- 
bors as Images' 'of God/,-or: brethren of 
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Chriſt, we arc rewarded by God, not by 
them , becauſe jt is for his ſake we honor, 
loue,and relieue his ſexuants, as his Images, 
and Chriſts brethren, Thag;itis our inten. 
tion vyhichdireQs.our outward yyorship, 
and therfore maydriucit beygpd.the.pictu- 
xc or ſtatue asfar,avd vvigh as litle ditbeul. 
ty, as vvc may raiſe.our rhovehts ra, God, 
Chriſt , his Morther , and.the $aints,. That 
vve Kneel and bow.tothe King jult axyve 


do-to God , if vye look only upon the | 


the other but civil yyorship., That. it is our 
inward application and.intention .vrhich 
makes our:Kneeling or bowing. to God, 
xcligious:vyorship ; to the King bur civil. 
So. that the ſame outward. ation, may. be 
digided into many diſtin yyorsbips ,'and: 
to many degrees. of. the. fame vyorsbip, 
vyhether: religious or ciuil,; _ vyhich de- 
' grees of ſupreme , higher , and lower vve 
ſomtimes-.expreſs by Kneeling,. to the 
King z :by maxinga very loyy. boyy to the 
Grandees ;. and. leſs tO .others not ſo emi» 
nents: All this acording to. their qualities, 


xcither.ciuil, eccleſiaſtical, or. religious , a- 


cording as: that external. ation is order'd 

by:the inward intention of the mind. Fhac 

as-the motion of our body and aRions 
5 : L ii 
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etl obfvnrF(bulthdiy fil: fo doth the. 


wind oÞ- Fri vie Ly rb 
as alſo their metit Infiſcttierit;rHeir Being 


ciuit'or Felisjibuf fufreme or iHfefior 


vvetships;" Tatly HartAere" 1s no thbte 
datger of tdomitfy it 7 vorthiping me. 

oo, ALI BE BELS TORO ACS He Ri bo 
ges , than there is in 'u$-6F tio AAROVVING 
our pry Uirenon, of unit in vo; Hip 
our Kine; but much]eis';becauſe vyc/ate 


_aptet'tp Hatter onr Kings'vvith' Didine or 


religious vvorthip (as the Pagans difthitir 
Herqs ) for the dependency vve hate dr 
theat, thanroflatter Images vvhichare)it- 


adimat things. Though the Miracles id 


writings of Theodore did confirtt'rha Ca- 
tholiks in theit Faith, and comfortthEfvin 
their afliions,yet the Emperor continatd 
rhe perſecution with great violenecuntin 


bis death, which happend thus. © * 
_* The Emperors greateſt Fauorit was one 
Mithadl Balbss, who having bin uery in- 
Tromnental in helping him ro aſerdd the 
In etial.throne, was'acordingly pteferd 
26 rruſted, "This man ſeing his Maſter ge- 
neraly hated as a Perſecuror of tender con: 
{cietices ; and ſom Impoſtor telling him 
SIC , he thould-be. Emperor , conſpired 
with others, [ to whom hie proiniſet great 
matrers ) to accelerat the acomplitkment 
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of the profecy by his own induſtry, and. 
_ endeuors of xilling his Lord. and bene- 
factor. Being a,debauch't man ,} he ler fall 
ſom words, when he was drunk, of his 
deſign : wheru pon examined and tortured, 
he confeſſed the truth ; and iudgmenr, paſ- 
ſed upon him to. be burnt ; aliug in, the for- 
pace of the Imperial Baths Fithin the. Pa- 
lace, Ashe wascarried to the placg:of « EXE- 
cution on Chriſtmaſs Eve, t Nr Empreſs 
Theodoſia, ſeing that ſad. ſpeQacle , begd of 
ber husband, ſo holy a time might not be 
profan'd with ſo horrid a Kind of death, 
but thar ir might be diferrd untill after the 
holy dayes. The Emperor with much diffi- 
culty granted her requeſt, but was in greac 
trouble and diſorder after that. he had 
refleted upon the book of dumb. profe.- omar 
cies, which was Kepr inthe pub'ik libra- 
, where it was. enigmaticaly expreſſed, 
7 at leaſt ſo. interpreted by thoſe who 
peruſed the book) that an Emperor called 
Leo $hould be Killd by his Enemy on Chriſt- 
maſs day. Anold dreame alſo of his Mo- 
ther diſturbed him, which umill then he 
laughr ar. She imagined that in our Lad > 
Church of the Blaquernes a Lady attend 
by. many ſeruants clad in white, bid; ker 
drink a cup of, bloud ( wherof the CE 
. LF my 
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was full,) the Eqzpgrpry Mother, refaſing 


and abhorringuhepgiong the Lady fayds 


How they cowes yaur; fonts thief ſawuth after 


the bloxd. of 11(o7 4694 of his JernarrsicMinis 
dream, or, Ni th ade ſor; greago 08 3m- 


pre gn upant e y mans thar ha Jaye 
ly impojrun 'Lhex hon to gine oyerzhe pore 
ſeeuti tyrn Eaiholik>1but; (ever 


unit "made it anyypon him. &oft 0 
"ad. thoughes ;rogerhert with: 
dream of. his. avs: ,., whetin he ;fangjed 
that the holy Pazriark Fnrfiss, pPpSardiand. 
approachto. him, with a, rerrible GOunte: 
nance, crying aloud ERO Kol ple Ems 


peror , made him watch his priſonerifQ net 


rowly,, that. he lefe] his bed, and yen ſiret- 
gh tothe, chamber. where. his priſoner 
was chaind and garded by.the- Papas , or 
chief Porter of the. Pallace. His melancho- 
ly and fear raiſed a aſpicion in him the 
Fapias plotted Michaels eſcape; one of the 
ſouldiors that. watcht , 'oucr heard him 
mutter. this. , and threaten the Papias ; 
whom the ſojdior. acquainted with, the 
danger he was in,, J4zchzel bid him not 


Feare, he undertook to. ſaue and reward 


him , if he. would bur ſend that ſoldior 
with a letter to one in Town. This was 
don under pretgnee af calling a Confeſlor 


ty. 
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1846 Was f6- chS UIREP GF The! tpira- 
ror hvontaing: 2 thieat2h4' ON to. him 
aihisCamierades); thar MichE] Would ac- 
ct then of beinp” pI FpE IA fiſelFin 
-ri(Epive [504 bieh'48) wh phy fot doh )-if 
they, Uid'H6t Rift thEEmpe oe We iy 
Geo SECHH Mb bY rey belpg ure 
to find hifi it hisdeuorions 1H rhe'C 
This\6 fiighted the © 37 Ss He r;va 
relblued +6 dy rather in trempritg Oka? 
rdd6tit"betheceftrl}, ries Teape themfelues 
retherneveyibF one''thardeſpaird” bf Sny 


iS 


forhim{elF., and\yyould' be rencnged of 


thenvif they did nordeliner him. Therfore 
1hey\diſyniſed and arm'd themſtlues: vid 
ſvyords\ poinards,'andlitle tobe. hid 
ufider their?long Veſts'; thus pret reid 
eteat:denortion , they yvent hits to th 
Chappell ; vyhere-the Emperor fare be. 
tween them yvhoſang the Matins ,'fi inging 
alſo hisipart , and taking great delit fir Fs 
his ownuoice , though it Kemd very RE 
and diſapreable:r6iall others. The al 
being7eold; the Emperor vvore yr « cap, 


as'ſom"of the Clergy did:' The fign Liuen, x 


the Murthererstushtin'amons the Singers , 
andmiſtaking#he chicf of them ( by rea- 
ſon ofhis eap) forthe Empttor;he 1 threw it 
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off, andeſcap't death by shewing his 'bald 
pate.. Leoran to the Altar, whenhe ſaw 
his ſervants ran away , and taking from 
thence the Croſs. in one hand , and the 
chain of a Thuribulum in the other, he de. 
Fended himſelf with great reſolution, un- 


till at length hauing received many thruſts 


and wounds,he fainted for. want of bloud, 
not of courage ; and ſo fell down dead, 

A man of good parts , anduery fit. to com. 
mand as a ſoueraign, but that he. yvould 
needs gouern the. ſouls of his ſ\ubieas. His 
bodyvvas dragd through the ſtreets and his 
Competitor Michael Balbus carried from 
his priſon tothe Throne ingreat triumph, 


though loaden vyith chains and bolts. So 


ſuddain are the changes of this vyarld., ſo 
unexpected the chances of fortune. 
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Ht vvas Aprenticeto"a"Tevy'; and hauing bin 
red* worth him '4nd'#mone ft Heretiks, his 
Religion 'vivas a mixture of ffrange hereſies. 
Be matte his Predeve(fors children Eunukes; 
* uo herof oe called Baile” recourred his ſpeech 
by prajivy atthe ftatue of ſaint Gregory Na- 
mn le Ge - He 'wvvas moderat during the pos 
© defeat and dtath , he perſecuted" the Catho- 
» liksmoſt erutlly, But ſling this did not take, 
he flatered" the Pope , and Ludovoik Em- 
peror of the V Veſt, telling them he wvas not 
againſt Images. as helps to deuotion , but as 


they vere miſapplyed "to. be the obiedt of 


vvorship. St Theodorus ſtuditus and an Ano- 
nimus Treatiſes vorit againſt this fraud. 
whom he perſecuted moſt-uolently , and af- 
ter marrying 4 Nun, and looſing Sicily, Cas 
labria , and Apulia , d yea moſt miſerably. 


H.: was born in Amorium of Phrygia, 


i J of parencs ſo poor, that they were: 
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 forc't to bind him Aprentice to a Tew, 


who employdhim only j in Keeping ducks 
and poultry. His native ſoil being full of 
Samarits, Manichees, Pauliciens and other 
heretiks , his Religion was a mixture of 
their errors not conneed by any iudi- 
cious choice, or chain of conſequence, bur 
pickt up as they pleaſed his fancy , and 
humored his peruerſe and brutal inclina- 
tions. He denyed the Refurretion of the 
dead , belicued fornication was not a fin, 
fayd there were no Devils , that Tudas was 
a great Saint, that the Proptiers' were fools 
orl mpoſtors. He was an Iconoclaſt in the 
point of Images, and ſo ignorant, [that he 
could ſcarce write his name ; therfore ſo. 
auers to learning , that he prohibired pu- 
blik ſchools for the education of children, 
He was abold undertaking man} and ap. 
plying himſelfto the war , ponſſed hisfor- 
rune by courage and good facceſs1n' 
cuting what he was commanded, © * 
The firſt thing he did afcer beidg * 
peror , was , to banish and confine to'a 
Monaſtery of Nuns his Predeceffors wife, 
and make his four ſons Eanukes} wherof 
one dyed in that'torment , an other Exlled 
Baſile loft his ſpeech : and being banicheA 
to an Iſland wherin a ſtatue of StGregory 
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Nazianzen was worshipt with great de- 
uotion by the Chriſtian Natiues , Baſile 
imirating their example , prayed mentaly 
and heartily before it to the Saint, and re- 
coucring his ſpeech by St Gregories in- 
terceſlion , embrac't the Catholik Reli. 


Theodoy. 
Studitut 
lib. t. #7, * 
20 4. 


gion, as the Empre(s , his Mother alſo did. 


To both of them St Theodore Studitus; 
writ a congratulary. epiſtle. , confirming 
them in that Faith which they had profeſ: 
ſed upon ſo rational and conuincing 
grounds as a Miracle, wrought upon ſo 
Knowen a perſon,inthe face of the world, 
authenticated by thouſands of witneſſes, 
and not contradicted-by the Iconoclaſts, 
who then were Maſters of the Empire, 
and might not only diſcoucr the cheat, but 
punish the Impoſtars, if. this Miracle had 
not binundeniable, At leaſt, if it were fal. 
ſc, nothing bur a miracle could ſuſpend 
the pens of ſo. many Iconoclaſt W riters, 
from publishing an anſwer to ſaint Theo- 
dores letter , in ſom. of their works yet 
extant, his perſon being ſo odious to 
them, and a fair occaſion offerd ro dil- 
credit both it and his profeſſion. 


Notwithſtanding the Emperors auerſion Ceare:: 


to Catholiks and their Images, Theodote 
the Patriark (who gaind his fauor by crou- 
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ning him after Leo-had bin. maſſacred .iri 

the Church ) perſuaded iim to be mode- 
_ rat., becauſe one ,Themas , who had.-bin 
| formerly a ſeruant 40.2 Senator of: Con- 


ſtantinople,.and running away for having ' 


big too familiar ,,w.t a %g Maſters: wife; 
rebeld with the Axmy. he, commanded; 
and beſieged, the Imperial Citty. -.lt; was-2O 


time then to, ſet marks.of diſtintion;and | 


diſcountenance ſubigts upon:the.ſcqre of 
Religion , leaſt,, being exaſperated ,,i they 


might. Gde with the Rebell. , Therfore the 


Emperor recalled from, exile.-all ;ſugh; Ri- 
Shops and Abbors as had bin ,banished ;by 
Michfs- his Predeceſſor-,. the Patriark ' Nzcephatus 
Ch eders only excepted ,for Theodotes ſakes, And 
«n.8:1, deſired them ro.mect with.the Iconog)afts, 
to debaje and agree, upon points.of Relt- 
gion, to the cnd there might he. no.jdiwvis 
ſions in the ſtate., The Catholiks, humbly. 
repreſented. that. it, was. contrary, xQ $6t- 
pture and, the Canons, of the Church, ;I; 


rreat with heretiks otherwiſe thanig,oxder 


ro their conyerfion., and-untill theyſub- 


mitted , and repented of their errors, Bur 
that if his Majeſty doubted of, any , ppint. 


of Faith, he might ſend for aDeggaration 


and reſolution therof. to: 01d. Rome. according 
re the ancient cuſſom and iradition of ther 
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| Chuich of God in vuhich St Peter preſided , to 
vohom Chriſt ſayd , Thou art Peter , and upon 
this ck 1 wwill build my Church, g&rc. This 
they gaue to the Empetor in writing, beg- 
ging allo. he would be pleaſed to reſtore 
the vvorship of Images ;  Vvhich he (10 
auoyd greater inconueniencies in the be- 
ginning of his reign, and a troubleſom ti- 
tne) granted', upon condition no Images, 
$should be fer ip in Conſtantinople. 

But after that rhe Emiperor ( by the Bul- 
garian Kings forces ) had'ouercom; and 
put to' death Thomas the Rebel , he took 
other reſolutions, vvherof the chief was, 
ro imitat® Copronimus hiscraclty againſt the 
Catholiks ; he recalld his former fauors co 
them ; banisht again the Bishops and 
Mobtks; atid 'commanded his ſon Theo- 
philusC' vvhonrhe aſſumed to be his Col. 


legue iti the Empire ) to ſee Euthymins the 


holy Bistiop of Sardis ,'eudgeld to death, 

Buc'obſerning that this perſecution did 
not 'wotk that 'tnniformity of Faith , which 
he deſign'd , and yyherby he hop'rroen- 
joy peace vvithin the Empire, ſo neceſſaty 
foriles defthee and his own'preſeruarion, 
| Ke endenoted roeffett it by misinformiog 

the Pope and Zudouik Emperor of the 


: of the tronoclafts. 15 " 
Predeceſſors ; becauſe that vuas the ſupreme 


S. Theod. 
Stuart. I. 
_ V eþp.38, 
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W<iſt., ſending Ambaſſadors to aſſure 
them , that his quarell was not agaia{t che 
right uſe but againſt the abuſe of Images; 
and therfore for the peace of Chriſten- 
dom was content to permit them (as an 
indifferent matter , like the communion 
in both or one Kind ) prouided they were 
ſer up as helps to mind us of Chriſt and 
his Saints, burnot as obies of vyorship. 
That this was the Catholik praQtiſe of the 
ancient Church. That the other was at leaſt 
dangerous, and mighr cafily degenerat in- 
to idolatry. He deſired the Pope not to 
belicue the reports which the, Greek 
Monks had ſpread of him , and ſolicited 
Ludowvik to conſult ſom learned Prieſts 
of his Kingdom of France, whether the 
uſe of Images ought nor to-be permitted 
only for the help of our memory, without 
any relation to woership or adoration ? 
To: the Pope he ſent a Chalice and Pater 
of gold adorned with pretiqus ftones,and 
the new Theſtament richly bound up) all 
to be offered at the Prince of the Apoitles 
Shrine. To. L«douit he ſent-the works of 
St Demis, which were tranſlated from 
Greek into Latin by Hild#iz the Abbot of 
St Denis; Theodote aduiſed him to this 
manner of - proceeding , by which he 
doubted 


f the tronoclafis. 16x 
doabted not bur that all the: blame of per- 
ſecuring Catholiks would be layd at the 
Popes door , who might at-ſo caſy a rate 
purchaſe the peace of the Church, as his 
commanding Images not to be worshipr. 
This gaue occaſion of writing diuers 
Treatiſes concerning the meanes of reſto- 
ring and preſcruing the peace of the 
Church. One was writ by St Theodore Stu- 
ditus by way of an epiſtle: tro Leo Sacella- 
7745 , (lib. 2. Ep. 129.) wherin he ſets for the 
ground of the: deſired peace and -unity, 
that the layty muſt normedle with Church 
affairs , nor pretend: to any eccleſiaſtical 
juriſdiction; That all drſputes of Religion 
ought to be Temitted to the Bishop of Rome 
from vuhom the certainty of Faith is to be ta- 
ken , his authority confirming that alſo of a@cu- 
menical Councels, That God entruſted not 
Emperors or Preſidents with any thing 
more in the. Church ,, than to help- the 
Prelats ,- and protea the dottrin therof. 
An Anonimus in. an other Treatiſe diſ+ 
courſed more particularly againſt the Em- 
perors reaſons and defign, ſaying , That the 
worship. of Chriſts-Images and thoſe of his 
Saints ( ashisſeruants ) isa thing no more 
indifferent than the worship exhibired to 
men as they are Gods Images, or to Soue. 
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raigns as they repreſent his abfolute Do< 
minion ouer all Creatures. That this wor. 
ship is grounded upon the law of nature, 
and the moſt cuident principles of reaſon. 
and not only upon the practife and tradi. 
tion of the Church, which confirms and 
commands. many. other things of the law 
ofnature as well as this , wherin ir cannot 
diſpenſe, viz. the precepts of the Decalo- 
gue, honouring-our Princes and Parents, 


8c. That perhaps a King. or any ofus,may 


diſpenſe with people not to worship, or 


even to contemn our images, as well as 
diſpenſe to do the ſame with our perſons; 
bur neither we, nor the Church-nor Chriſt 
himſelf can diſpenſe with Chriſtians to 


contemn and conculcat his own and his 


Saints Images ( as relating to them ) be- 


cauſe therby they would conſent and con. 


curr to contemn God and his Saints as 
they are his ſeruants; vvherfore though it 
_— granted a King might make ir trea- 
ſon to honor his Image , and declare ir 
loyalty to caſt dirt upon it, ( vvhich no 
vviſe King vvill do; nor vviſe man adui. 
ſe, for fear of miſtakes, and of diſpoſing 
his ſubiets to contemn the Prorotyp.) Yer 
Its a folly to think God did forbid inthe 


Decalogue, or make it idolatry , to wor. 
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ship the Images of Chriſt , or his Saints; 
not only becauſe Images, as fuch , cannot 
be Idols ; bur alſo becauſe God can not 
prohibit us to honor himſelf, and eucnas 
when we vvorship Chriſt as his ſon, and 
Saints as his ſeruants, vve honor himſelf; 
ſo likewiſe vvhen vve adore the ſecond 
perſon of the Trinity as the Image of the 
Father , and yyorship men as the Images 
of God, vve honor God by that worship 
of his Images. Therfore this can not be 
made idolatry , unleſs you vvill fay thar 
Chriſt and the Saints as they are Images of 
God , are Idols. That indeed the Com- 
munion of the Layty under one or both 
Kinds, vyas a matter of indifferency , be- 
cauſe as much yvas receiued under one 
as under both, if yve ſpeak of the reality 
of Chriſts body and bloud as it is a Sacra. 
ment. But as it is a ſacrifice repreſenting 
"that of the Croſs , and the effuſion or ſe- 
paration of his ſacred bloud from his bo- 
dy, that being the proper office of Prieſts, . 
they only muft offer the unbloudy ſacriti- 
ce , and conſume as yvell as conſecrac 
both xinds ( to ſignify the ſeparation of 
Chriſts bloud from his body ) vvhen they 
att as Pricfts , or ſay, Maſs. If they com- 
municat yyithout ſaying Maſs , they may 
Ek M ij 
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and do receiue under one only kind, likE 
the Layty. This and much more vvyas ſayd 
ro confute the Emperors reaſons. 

What the ſucceſs vvas of his Embaſſy 
to the Pope and the Emperor of the Weſt, 
is not found i in Hiſtory , therfore *tis be- 
liened it vvas {lighted as impertinenr; 
though it be certain Ludouik defired leaue 
of the then Pope ( Eugenius 2.) ro afſem- 
ble ſom learned men in France , yvyho mi. 
Sht gather the ſenſe and ſentences of the 
Fathers concerning the yyorship of Ima- 
ges, and that the Pope condeſcended ther- 
unto, What they did upon this ſubicR, 
vvas neuer heard of untill waa 700.years 
after ( in the yeare 1596.) a Lutheran vvi. 
thout a name, and vvithour citing any Au- 
thor for vyhathe ſayes, tells us in a book 
printed at Frankford , that the aſſembled 
French Prieſts were of Michael Balbus his 
Opinion concerning Image vyorship. Per- 
haps this might be , there being ſom in 
France at that time noted for nouelties in 
Religion; and others who in the Councel 
of Frankford underſtood no more vyhat 
the Grecks meant by adoration of Images, 
than rhe Councel of Arimins did under. 
ſtand vvhatthey meant by homouſion. The 
Fathers of Frankford bclicued the Greeks 
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meant by adoration, that ſupreme vyorship 
due only to God , and called. Zatria ; but 
they underſtood by. adoration, an inferior 
religious reſpe>, giuen to Angels, and Pro- 
phets , according to.the phraſe of the Scri- 
pture, vvhich. tells us how the Patriarks. 
adored or vyorshipt Angels appearing to 
them; and the afflicted Widow adored 
Eliſeus the Prophet. 

Michael Baibus.adding iniquity to ini- 
Quity, took out of the cloyſter a Nun called 
Euphroſina, daughter to Conſtantin the Em- 
peror , andliued vvith her as his yvife. Eu- 
phemius a Caprainin Sicily thought he mi. 
ght imitat his Soueraigns <xample , taking 
by force an other Nun out of her-Conuenr. 
The Emperor hauing iſſued-Orders to pu. 
nish. that crime in another to vyhich- him- 
ſelf had enconraged him by his example, 
Euphemius fled to Afrik, and from then- 
ce brought the Saracens into Sicily, which. 
they Kept, as alſo Calabria , Apulia, and 
other places annexed untill then ro the 
Eſtern Empire. Soon. after followed the 
reuolt of Dalmatia from the ſame Empe- 
ror. All vyhich.vvas interpreteda punish- 
ment of God for his perſecution, and the 


banishment of ſuch holy men as Theodore 
M ij 
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166 The Hiſtory 
ſtuditus , and Nicephorus the Patriark , 
who dyed in their exile. Their bodies we- 
T-ophan. Te after many years found incorrupt and 
Prebiter entire ; both tranſlated tro Conſtantinople, 
<4 203, 4 and recciued with great deuotion by all 
laud. Ni-che people , the Emperors themſelues (Mi- 
cp". chaclz. and his Mother) honouring them 
with carrying a torchin their hands after 
the corps. Not long after. dyed alſo 24:- 
chael Balbus of a diſintery loaden withthe 
 maledictions of all mankind-inthe g. year 


of hisrciga , to whom ſucceded his ſon 
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IE ITIS 
TEOPHILYV:'S. 


He vuas an humerſom heretik. Permitted no 
Saints or men to be painted , but vyas con- 
tent birds Reaſts , and Fizhes should. He 
prayed to our Lady , faſted her Figils, and. 
Kept her dayes holy , and yet could not endure 
her picfure.. He wuas a great perſecutor of 

 Catholiks.. He gained ſom creatt by putting 
zo death thoſe vwwvho made his Father Em 
peror by murthering Leo the Armenian. His 
extrauagant humor in the choice of his wuife,. 
woho wvuAs a conceald Catholik , and in 
great daniger by the talt of a Fool concer- 
ning 1 mages. Theophilus his Inſtruftor uuas 
a Conjures ,'yvho often ſacrificed to the De- 

Wils in the Emperors preſente : vuho named 
him Patriatk:ayhen Theodore dyed : After 
that he had moſt babarouſly treated Metho- 
dius and others ,.he dyed wvith Theophobus 
(vwohon he had commanded to be maſacred) 
his head in his hand. 


=4His man was as hiumerſom in his 

Religion as in other things. He hated 

the Images of Saints, nay of any men ,to. 
- M iii 


Curopal. 
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that degree, asto aro the painting any 
pictures., or making any ſtatues to adorn 
houſes or ſepulchres. And yet he was con- 
tent fiches, beaſts , and birds should be 


Painted. He shewed great ueneration for 


our Lady, by praying to herin her Chur- 
ches', building ſom to her honor, Keeping 
her feaſtes and faſtes with much deuotion: 
and yet by no meanes yvould he permit 
her pifture to be ſetup. It ſeemed odd to 
the wiſeſt of that age, ( as perhaps ir doth 
ro thoſe of ours) that a man should think 
it lawfull to worship our Lady, the Apo- 


les , and oth-:r Saints , by faſting their 


vigils , building and frequenting their 
Churches , by ceaſing from all ſeruile_ 
works upon their dayes ( as we do on the 
Lords day ) and yet ſcruple to worship 


_themin their Images; this not hauing ſo 


Cleer a connexion with religious worship, 
as that of Keeping holy dayes, faſting their 
Eues, and building Churches to their me- 
morics. For , one may pretend to eſteem a 
Saints Image upon a ciuil account of his 
having bina renownd perſon, or for the. 
excellency of the picture and painter ; bur 
by Keeping our Lady, and the Apoſtks 
holy dayes, faſting their vigils, and buit- 
ding or frequenting their Churches, na- 
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thing. can be. anderſtood; but a religious 
worship of the Saints. And if this faſt be 
lawful], few can underſtand why that of 
Images is not, 

His cruelty was nO leſs admired at, than 
his incoherency. He commanded all Ca- 
tholikss who would not renounce wor- 
Ship of Images, to be impriſoned , nay hee 
banished, and often Killd them. And to 
the end none might eſcape punishment , he 
charged his officers to examin cuery ones 
religion , whenhe payd the tribute of pole 
. money. The poor painters hadan ill ryme 
of it; but none of them was ſo much tor- 
mented as La7arus a Monk , who ſpent his 
_ tyme in copying Saints pictures. And af. 
ter impriſonments and. other affiitions, 
having his hands burnt with fiery plates 
of braſs , he was whipt ſo unmercifully, 
that they left him for dead. The Catho- 
liks hid the ſeeming dead man in St Iohn 
Baptiſts Church , where after recoucring 
ſom ſtrength, he fell again to his old trade, 
and then perfeted that excellent piece 
of Chriſts Precurſor, which afterwards 
wrought ſo many Miracles. This holyMonk 
outlived Teophilus, and ſpent his dayes in 
painting the Saints images as the Emperor 
had don in breaking and burning rh em. He 


EeoGram. 
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gaind credit in the beginning of his reign 
by putting to death thoſe who murthered 
Leo the Armenian, and made his own fa. 
ther Emperor; but moſt think he did that at 
of iuflice for fear ſuch deſperat men might 
uſe himſelf as they did Leo ; and indeed a 
Prince can hardly be ſafe among ſeruants 
thatare ready to obey ſuch bloudy com- 
mands as the maſſacring an other Soue- 
raign, oreuen their fellow ſubiefs. 
The extrauagancy of Theophilus his. 
humor was obſerued in his choice of a 
wife. He commianded the greateſt beau- 
ties in and about Conſtantinople, as alſo of 
other Prouinces, to be placed in the faireſt 
roomofhis Pallace, called the Pear] : whi- 
ther he came with a. golden apple in his. 
hand, to giue to the faireſt :'and finding it 
was a Lady of quality called 7:aſia, to try 
whether she vyas as vvitty as beautifull, 
began his diſcourſe yvith theſe vyords, 
Madam , 1t muſt be granted that vvomen are 
moſt dangerous Crearures , ſeing it 7s by one of 
them wve hane bin ruind. Icaſia thinking she 
ought to ſay ſomthing , replied vvith a mo- 
deſt blush, Its True ſir , but is it not by a vyo- 
man alſo vue haue receiued the greateſt good ? 
This innocent anſwer changed his loue- 
into hatred, and without more adoo turns. 
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tO an other called Theodora, with whom 
he vvas taken at the firſt ſight, and prefen- 
red her with the golden apple and the Em- 
pire, vvithour ſpeaking a vyord ; She vvas 
_ dautherto Maim and Theodifta, noble per- 
ſons of Paphlagonia , and Catholiks. He 
neuer examind Theodorys Religion, which 
She conceald, bur did not diſſemble, or do 
any thing that might ſeem to be a profe(- 
fion of the Iconoclaſts : Once she was in 
great danger of being diſcouered by mea- 
nes ofa domeſtik fool call'd D andery,who 
told the Emperor that he had ſeen in the 
Empreſs Cloſer , many prety Babyes, The 
Emperor Knowing his fool did not feign 
the ſtory , ſuſpeted he meant Images; and 
his wife ſuſpeing the fool yyould tell 
truth, hid them before her husband had 
time to com thither; he entred the Cloſer, 
and raild at her in a great paſſion, calling 
her Idolater, ungratefull, &c. and then ler 
her xnow the fools relation to him. She 
counterfeiced a harty laugh, and told 7Theo- 
philus for a uery good jeſt , how Dandery 
ſeeing her, and her Dreſſers buily abour 
her ar the looking glaſs , hee miſtook 
their reflexions or ſpecies, for Babyes wi- 
thin or behind the glaſs ; the Emperor 
Knowing Dandery was capable of ſuch a 
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miſtake , belieued his wifes ſtory; and: fo. 
She eſcap't that of a fool, which is the moſt 
dangerous of any , as carrying fi my a- 
long with it. 

But 'ris ſtrange the Deuils (with whom he 
frequently conuerſed ) did not giue hima 
more certain information. One. Johx; , an 
ambitious Monk , had bin in great fauor 
with Michael Balbus, who truſted him with 
his ſon Theophilus his education. This 
Monk was a Coniurer', and hauing- bin 
promtoecd to a rich benefice , built a fair 
Pallace-neer Conſtantinople, in the:cellars 
wherof he ſacrificed: to the Deuils , and 
exerciſed his black art , which was the 
chief ſcience he-raught his Diſciple Theo- 
philus-, who being more curious tro Know 
the uncertain euents than the true cauſes 


of things, went often to his Maſters exer- 


Ciſcs and exorciſmes, where he met han- 
ſom women bewitcht and ſeduced by that 
Conjurer. This man he named Patriark of 
Conſtantinople in the room of Anthony 
who ſucceeded Theodote, both dead ; by 
this man was Theophilus directed in all 
his affairs, and particularly in perſecuting 
the Catholiks, with more continual cruelty 
( for he neuer interrupted ir ) than any of 
his Predeceſſors: 
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That which moſt troubled all Chriſten- 
dom , was his barbarous uſage of Merho- 
dius , the Ornament and Oracle of that age, 
This man was chief of the Clergy in Con- 
ſtantinople under the Patriark, andſolear- 
ned, that he was, conſulted from 'moſt 
parts of the Empire in matters of Theo- 
logy and Philoſophy. Theophilus himſelf 
had a-great veneration for his perſon and 
parts, though he hated his profeſſion, and 
zeal in maintaining the worship of Ima- 
ges, Going to the ficld againſt the Sara- 
cens , he would necds haue Methodins a- 
long with him , under a pretence ofreſol. 
uing his:doubts in curious queſtions , but 
in truth for fear his preſence might encou- 
rage the people of Conſtantinople to re- 
ſent Theophilus his tyrany. Hauing loſt a 
battle, wherin- he playd the coward ſo no. Cf. 
roriouſly , that he would not uenter to $1," 
ſaue his life by fighting , or fleeing from Zonar. 
the place , untill 4Za»xel, one of his Ge- 
nera's, threatned to run him through, if 
he did nor run before him , he would 
needs attribute the faulr and loſs of all, 
to Methodins his idolatry ( ſo he calld the 
Catholiks worship of H——_ ). and in a 
great fury had his teeth ſtruck out , and 


himſclf thruſt down into a caue under 
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74 The Hifloy _ 
ground, withtwo thicues to comfort him; 


 wherof one dying , his body was let lye 
| there, as ina graue, A fisher gaue him eue- 


ry day a morſe] of bread by the Emperors 
order,to the end his life and torment mi. 
ghe be prolongd. There he continued un.. 
till that Tyrants death, as ſom ſay; others, 
that after ſeuen years he ſent for him to 
reſolue ſom doubts which none elſe 
could do. 

No leſs inhumanly did he torment 7Theo- 
dore and Theophanes , two brethren , and 
tearned Monks of St Sabas in Paleſtine, 
who had bin ſent in Zeo the Armenians 
perſecution by Thomas Patriark of leruſa- 
lem,to comfort and confirm the Catho- 
liks of Conſtantinople. Theophilus recalld 
them from their exile, hoping they would 
be Conformiſts, but finding his threats and 
promiſes could not incline them -to his 
will, he had them cruelly cudgeld, andan 
infamous inſcription engraued in their 
forheads , expreſſing they had bin for. 
merly caſt our of Icrufalem for their im- 
piety, and now for the ſame banisht from 
Conſtantinople. In their way to the place 
of their exile they met with the fisher thar 
fed Methodius, who informed them parti- 
cularly of his ſad condition, They writ to 
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rheir fellow ſnfferer theſe words. The Ca- 
priues woho carry crimes wworitten in their fore- 
heads, ſalute the Captiue wyholines , and yet is 
dead;him vuho is buried under ground , and is 
exalted aboue the ſtars. Methodius anſwered, 
The buried man wuho lines, ſalutes his tuvo 
Atere fellowy captines , thoſe wuhoſe forheads 


are gract with illuſtrious caratters , thoſe _ 


wvhoſe names are vuritten inthe book of life. 
Not a man eſcap't Theophilus his tyrany, 
but St 7oarrnicius the Ermit , who wrought 
ſo many Miracles to confirm the worship 
of .Images that though he reprehended 
uery ſeuerely the Eniperor for maintai- 


ning ſo cruely the condemned, hereſy of 


the Iconaclaſts , yer that Tyrant neuer 
durſt punish him. Nay after that he heard 
Toannicius had comforted the "Catholiks 
with profecying to them Theophilus 
vvould ſoon dye, he was afraid ro medle 
With him. | 
Theophilus hearing of St Toannicius his 
profecy , conſulted his Patriark and an old 
witch , tro know who would be his ſuc- 
ceſſor. Both agreed that his fon Michael; 


AF. $. 


Toannicy. 


loan. Ctr- 


but the witch added , the ſame Michael ry2ar. 


would rcſtore the worship of Images, 
and that Iohn would not continue long 
Parriark. Iohncurſt the witch, and bid the 
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x76 The Hiflory 
Emperor not belicue her. Howeuer the 
Emperor ſent for his wife Theodora, and 


TheoQiſtus his firſt Miniſter of fate, and 


made them ſweare that in caſe himſelf dyed 
before his ſon came to age, (who was 
rhen but three years old ) they would ne. 
uer permit the ſetting up, or worship of 
Idols. The Empreſs made no ſcrupule of 
- taking that Oath, becauſe she Knew Ima- 
ges were not Idols. And becauſe the witch 
told him alſo that after his ſan the fami- 
ly of Martinatius y ould reign, the Empe- 
ror ſent for one of that name he loued 
very well, and forc't the poor fellow to 
be shauned, and make himſelfa Monk. But 
apprehending more Theophobus , one of his 
own moſt faithfull Generals and ſeruants, 
_ than Martinaſius, he ſecured him in cloſe 
priſon. After that Theophilus had bin to- 
raly routed by 4merumnas the Calyphe of 
Siria, and ſeen his Natiue ſoil and Citty 
of Amorium reduced into ashes by that vic- 
torious Army, he returned to Conſtantji. 
nople, and fell into ſuch a melancoly, and 
diſentery , that he dyed in a few dayes. 
A little before his death , he aſſembled the 
Senat and his chief officers i in his chamber, 
and with many tears and humble words 
recomended to them his yvife might 
goucrn 
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Souern during the minority of his ſon; 
which they all ſwore to do. Then he gaue 
ordetsto behead our of hand his priſoner _. 
Theophobus, and to bring hinthis head to hs CO 
bed. His orders being obeyd, a little befo.. zorar. 
re-he expired, he took the head unto his 
hands, ſaying theſe words ( which were his 
laſt.) YVell fir, If 1 shall be no more Theophi- 
= » you shall be no more Theophobus , and 10 
ed, | 

"Gennading of Conſtantinople, who liu'd H——_— 
not aboue 200. years ago, writes,that theſe mam 
were not his laſt words, but that he repen- $5: 
red ,anddyed witha Crucifixin his hands, 
deteſting the Iconoclaſts hereſy. For this 
he quotes an old Sermon that vyyaspreacht 
on the Thankeſgiuing day , which , cuento 
this, the Greeks celebrat with great ſolem- 
nity for the reſtoring of the Image wor- 
Ship to their Church. Certain it is, that Theo- Ex Gras: 
dora the Empreſs had his ſoul prayd for 7%: 
celery where, and that AMerhodixs andother 
great men did comfort het by giuing hopes 
. of her . husbands ſaluation.,, which the : 

would neuer haue don, if in lieu of teſti- pm 
fying his loue to Chriſt by embracing a. Manaf.. 
| Crucifix, he dyed with his Enemies headin, 
his hands, manifeſting therby what hatred; 
hebore him in his heart, 2 

5 —- N 
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MICHAEL THE THIRD 

AND THEODORA. © 


Hovv politikly and reſolutely Theodora procee- 
- ded inreſtoring the Catholik Religion during 
 theminority of ker ſon. And hovv unexpec- 
 zedly 5he wuas ſeconded therin by Manoel 
the Gencral , he ſudently altering his former 
aduice. Methodius wuas choſen Patriark, 
"the Conjurer depoſed , a Councel of Bishops 
called , and the ſecond ecumenical of Nice 


reeſtablished,, as alſo the Catholik vvorship 


| ER after Theophilus his death, 
Theottiſtus great Chancelor, and Manuel 
eneral of the Empire ( who by the Em. 
perors laſt will and Teſtament were na- 
med Aſſiſtants to his fon , and vvife1n the 
gouernment ) vvayted on them to the X7p- 
podrome , and had them ſolemnly cround 
Theodora ſeing her ſclf abſolute , thoughr 
of reſtoring the ancient religious vvorship 
of Images, vvhich had bin ſuppreſſed neer 
thirty years , during the reign of the three 
laſt Emperors, She xnew not how ic might” 
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be compaſed without.the concurrence of 
Theodtiſtus. and Manael ; neither was she 
certain how they would like of ſach a 
propoſal ; thoughshe belicued rhey were 
not ill affefted towards Catholik Religion, 
both of them being men of good iudg- 
ments, and till auerſe ro perſecution. She 
reſolued at length to ſonnd them' in ſuch 
a manner as they might be perſuaded, by 
what she ſpoke to them $she regarded mo- 
re the ſerlement of the ſtate, than the ſal- 
uation of ſouls. She told them both, they 
ſaw by experience what diſturbances and 
diſtractions were bred in the Empire by 
nouelties in Religion ; how loath people 
had bin to part with the old , and how 
many ſtill adhered to. it, notwithſtanding 
the penalties and torments they ſufferd, 
and were. (nbic& unto by the Imperial 
Edits. That $she feard tender conſciences 
would rather uentex their own temporal 
deſtrution by deſperat attempts , than- 
expoſe their yong children and poſterity 
rocternal damnation, by permitting them 
be bred in.a different Religion from the 
Catholik. That it would be a difficult mat- 
cer to-perſuade men of fenſe, or cuen the 
multitude , the Images of Chriſt and his 
Saints, were Idols; or that God did pro. 

N 
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hibictheir worshi p as idolatry ; euery Chri- 
ſian xnowing an Image is not God, nor 
the'religious worshiptherof, Zatria. That 
her deſign in propoſing this , was, to be 
aduiſed, how the people mighr be Kept 
from rebellion by a more rational Religion 
than that of the Iconoclaſts was generaly 
þclicued to be, That a Religion grounded 
upon temporal Edics, or upon the letter of 
Scripture as interpreted by the Emperors 
lawes, or priuat perſons, diuide the ſub- 
zects into many ( at leaſt into two) irre- 
conciliable fations; one wherof (to be 
fauored and employd by the Prince ) will 
ſtick ro the Religion eſtablighed by law. 
The other, ro that of their conſcience. And 
though this be commonly the weaker par- 
ty ( as conſiſting of few ) yet the other, 
though ſtronger , can not be relyed upon, 
for that they will forſake their Soueraign' 
for their intereſt , as well as they did their 
conſcience. | 
Theodtiſtus underſtood her defign (which! 
he alſo deſired to fee brought to paſs) atd 
encouraged her to; ifſue proclatuarions for 
liberty[of conſcience. Bot Manoel the Ge- 
neral, not being ſure of the Army, deſired 
the Proclamation might bedefer'd untill he 
had modeld ir,orat leaſt moderared the ; foo- 
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lich zeal of ſom officers. This beitig agreed urpat. 
upon, the matter was haſtend by a ftrange®"**" 
accident. Manuel falling fi ſick, and given 
ouer by the Phyſitians, and a rumor being 
ſpread he was dead, two Monks of faint 
Theodore Studitus his Monaſtery ran to his 
houſe, and finding he yer breathed , they 
cryd' aloud, bidding him take courage, that 
they aſſured him in Gods name he $should 
recouer, in caſe heretolued to employ his 
credit and power in reſtoring the ancient 
Religion which had bin ſolong perſecu. 
ted by the Iconoclaſts ; and without ſaying 
any more, they retired to their Conuent- 
Whether it was the ſtrength of their Faith, 
or of Manoels fancy wrought the effe&, 
he was cured , and immediartly after , way- 
ted onthe Empreſs, deſiring her Majeſty 
not to delay any longer her Proctamations 
for liberty of Confcience, anda general - 
_ Afﬀembly of the Senat , Conncel , and 
Clergy 3 which $he did ; and therin the 
Lord Chancelor in a graue ſpeech decla- 
red, how the Empreſs thought fit co recall 
the penal lawes againſt rendet conſcien- 
Ces, and to leaue the choice of etery ones 
Religion to themſelues , that this was iud- 
ged beſt for the ſetlement of the Empire. 
V ithin a litle time moſt declared them- 
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Ws - The Hiſtory 
ſclues Catholiks. - Wherupon Mebhodins 
 was-choſen Patriark, and Iohn the Con- 
jurerdepoſed. A Councel of Bishops cal- 
led, [mages reſtored; the ſecond Councel 
of Nice reeſtablished, the penitent Icono- 
Claſts reconciled to the Church ; a ſolemn 
thankſgiuing and proceſſion ordered ro 
continue for euer, on the firſt ſonday of 
Lent, ( which is Kill obſerued, and called 
the orthodox folemnity ) for the ſuppreſ- 
fion of the Iconaclaſts reformation, which 
Laſted about ſixſcore years under ſix Em: 
perors of the tame profeſſion , as we have 
xelated in this Hiſtory ; upon which (to 
auoydall mixture of controuerſy) I make 
only two plain reflexios, 1. That the ancient 
Catholik principles and praQtiſes agree not 
with thoſe of lohn Caiuin, and other Pro- 
teſtants, who would fain perſuade us that 
aReligious ( though inferior ) Worship 
of Images is Idolatry, or art Leaſt Leades 
therunto. 2- That the Greekes, and all the 
Eaſtern Churches agreed with the Roma 
not only in this point and praQtiſe, bur in 
all others wherin we now differ from 
Proteſtants. 

I conclude this Hiſtory with begging of 
my Readers to conſider Whether any in- 
dicious Chriſtian can belicue it poflible 
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that the goodneſs and Veracity of God 
would permit the zeal vyhich the Icono. 
claſt Emperors and Bishops shewedagainſt 
the vyorship of Images, to haue had bin 
fruſtrated , and com to nothing , if chat 
vvhorship had bin ſo dangerous and un- 
Jaw full as they did then , and Proteſtants 
now imagin ? Certainly God vvould nor 
haue bin yvanting vvith his ordinary con- 
currenee and helping hand to ſecond their 
endeuors, if their docrin had bin the Or- 
thodox ; neither yvould he haue permit- 
ted the Deuil to haue had the better of 
himſelf and of his Church ina good cauſe 
ſo zealouſly proſecuted by the Princes and 
Paſtors therof. Ar leaſt it is not credible 
his prouidence and particular care of the 
Church yvould not diſcouer and diſcoun- 
tenance Cheats ſo preiudicial as thoſe Mi- 
raclesvve haue related in confirmation of 
Image vvorship , in caſe they yvere not 
effetts of his own Omnipotency , and 
ſigns of his approbation. V Vhatalſo much 
ſarpriſeth me in this Hiſtory is , that ſo 
many vviſe and learned men as vvere 
amoneg(t thoſe Patriarks , Bishops , and 
Monks, should ſuffer ſo great variety of 
rorments upon ſo foolish an acount as the 
worship of Images , if ic be ſo cleerly 


Proteſtants. bein Hh age all the ancient. 
- andpreſent Catholik world deſerue dam- 
nation, not only for being Idolaters, but 
for being Idiots, and the greateſt fools in 
Nature. And yer me thinks their works 
and writings ( yet extant) giue a better ca- 
rater ofthem thento delerue ſo ſeuerea. 
Cenſure. 


FINIS. 


ERRAT A. 


Page 45. line 28, folC'ts 
$+ 52-0. 4. take, 
p- 52+ 0. 10. avvay. 
p- 59 0. 17. haneno conſcience, 
p+ 71. |. 14. not. 
þ. 80. 0. ;, the Pope yyould. 
+ 113+ L. 3. as if it. 
p.118. [. 4. ſorts | 
p 121. 4.20, Should. 
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